Widigan, Robert (TREASURY)

From: WIDIGAN, ROBERT <rwidigan SN

Sent: Thursday, January 15, 2015 8:57 AM

To: Widigan, Robert (TREASURY)

Subject: FW: City Water Quality

Attachments: City of Flint Water TTHM Release 010215.pdf; image2015-01-06-133036.pdf

Robert Widigan
rwidiga
810.

From: Hogan, Jennifer

Sent: Tuesday, January 13, 2015 12:10 PM
To: AllUsers

Subject: City Water Quality

Dear Campus Community,
You may be aware of the recent announcement by the City of Flint that the water system was in a non-emergency
violation of a drinking water standard. The full announcement from the City is attached.

Both the City and the Genesee County Health Department have reassured citizens that it is safe to use city water and
that corrective actions are not necessary. Regular testing of the water supply continues to take place to ensure usability
and consumption is safe for citizens. The City has indicated that there is nothing individuals need to do unless you have
a severely compromised immune system, have an infant, or are elderly. In that case, they recommend that you may be
at an increased risk and should seek advice about the drinking water from your health care provider.

The University will be conducting monthly tests of the water that is used on campus. If there are any issues that are
found as a result of the testing, that information will be communicated to the campus.

Generally speaking, there are no immediate actions that need to be taken by individuals regarding the safety of water in
the City. In conversations that the UM-Flint Office of Environment, Health, and Safety (EHS) has had with the Genesee

County Health Department, there are a few recommendations that one might follow if concerned about total
trihalomethanes (TTHMs):

1. Use bottled water or

2. Instali point-of-use home water treatment systems on delivery lines in the house (faucet mount, pour through
pitcher style, and plumbed-in units)

3. Itisimportant to note that when selecting/purchasing any water filter device that it is certified by National
Sanitation Foundation (NSF), Underwriters Laboratories (UL) or the Water Quality Association (WQA) to remove TTHMs
(look for the seals on the box). The filters could be a pitcher style or a point of use treatment filter that can be mounted
to the faucet, under the sink or on the counter top. These treatment devices are widely available for purchase at
houseware or hardware stores.

If you have further questions, the EHS in collaboration with our campus student environmental club, Future Urban &
Environment Leaders (F.U.E.L.) plan to host a brownbag luncheon discussion in the near future. All faculty, students,
and staff are welcome to attend. Additionally, please feel free to contact the City of Flint or the County Health
Department directly, if you so choose.
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For Inmediate Release:

City of Flint Takes Proactive Measures to Improve Water Distribution
System and Address Compliance Issues

Flint, Michigan — January 2, 2015~ The City of Flint's Department of Public Works has been
actively working to address upgrades and repairs to the city's water distribution system.
These actions appear to have corrected several long time concerns with the system as
well as known compliance issues with the system, including a recent temporary
increase in the maximum contamination level (MCL) of trihalomethanes (TTHM) found
in water samples collected from the system during a testing period which ended
November 30, 2014. The public was notified of the violation as a precautionary measure
as required by the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ).

TTHM is a common by-product of the water chlorination process. Increased levels in

some water samples collected in the city were an indicator of weaknesses in the

distribution system and treatment process, which were due to years of deferred repairs

and upgrades to a very old system. The City of Flint's DPW is and has been pursuing a

comprehensive plan to make critical upgrades to its water distribution system for the

long term health and operation of the system and to mitigate any future issues.
—~CONTINUE-
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