From:
Sent:
To:

Cc
Subject:

Clayton, Stacie (GOV)

Friday, March 06, 2015 10:27 AM

Muchmaore, Dennis (GOV); Clement, Elizabeth (GOV), Murray, David (GOV)
Hollins, Harvey (GOV)

FW: Tap Filters

You all were not included on the original email and Harvey wanted to make sure you had this

information.

Stacie

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Wurfel, Brad {DEQ)}" <WurfelB@michigan.zov>

Date: March 5, 2015 at 4:26:25 PM EST

To: "Hollins, Harvey (GOV)" <hgallinsh@michigan.gov>, "Wyant, Dan (DEQ)” <WyamtD@&michigan.gov>,
"Agen, Jarrod {GOV)" <Agenl@michigan.gov>

Cc: "Baird, Richard (GOV)" <bairdr@rmichigan.gov>, "Wurfel, Sara {GOV)" «Wurfels@michigan.gov>
Subject: FW: Tap Filters

Harvey,
HSince group call Tuesday | have been working aut how the filler ides might take shape.

1.

arata some key points so we're all clearn

DED doss not inspect individuals’ homas 1 8 sl *“ﬂ"s e thig, s the City’s
syaisi, thelr operatars handle all complanis and mairdsnancs, infact, our folks
2 %f:’i‘e:s:i me that the city's got union rulss i placs ff} acicivng ary oordractor from
touching the systan,

Z"f%:f'?’*c rofe s imited 1o ensuring the plant s opoerating 1 stiie standards and the
waiar i produces meets potability slandardz, The asathalic issues drawing
corcemn from residents — color, odor, tasts - stem from a vanaty of things. Age of
they svsterm and prodonged aok of upkeen 5 the eading factor, But in soms
arems, another contribuding factor is changss 1 waler How — source used to come
from the south, now comes from the nortlhy, so soms mes are lowing n reverss,
atirving up whatever was settled for @ long ime I some sechons, large pipes

i a«‘«' rustocally served large oomimiurihies a0 now sanving 3 much smaller
cusiormer base, contributing to water siagnaing i e avsiam In some argas,
:’Ea;a,.!ﬁ}é?}?l()id connections are old and worm, 50 wo neghbars may be having
dramatically different experiences. My npoint iz, the challenges takes many forms
gnid there's no single solution that vl bring sweepng changs, Thea two
sensuiiants hired by the city have, as undarsiand i both reinforced this idea in
thelr assessments, so that's good.

The fix Tor this will be years in the making, fruly. Bven if full funding were
gvailable, 'big dig’ projects cam't all hapoen gt oroe. The oly needs to get an
ausesament of its infrastructure so i can priortize si‘ 5 r’ﬁa,% and  understand
they're working on that. In the near lerm, mainienance this spring / summer -

1



things ke clganing the pipes in key seclion a%i fusihng the system via the
P ur ts - could offer some short rm resuiis | know us,s{:sd‘? wants to st wail

for spnng, but that is semething important i Ee:e-:«.fa;?s iy it

4, ki the meantime, the group discusssd poss %é; Tk u?fs‘%rrze} water fiters
avaliable somehow. The Nations! ““’"za‘f*v Foundaton s g E Rigan oormpany,

umﬁg\w tered and founded in Ane ris,,r nat deveinps sisndards for all kinds of
z‘rg structura, Theyre a globally rs,<:“<:sg pzedd sovarne for sl Mzci setting. A look at
’a‘% sie raveals there are myriad Gitrstinn options o ket and within each

by ?,sa ‘_'5 ucat mounted, whole houss E.: w fher s, ey thers arg Hiters that foous on

difterant aspects of purification.

i iz dea begins o getl lags, U'd sugpest teshing some diffrart modals on the
gl water at the customer level 10 see i thay wi fk Vi mlen suggest the idea be
focuzed on tap-mounted models to promote Clesn, appeaing drinking water. And
i suggest this program could be funded in whole or in mart by the state, but
winid need 10 be administered by the cily {reinforcing the fact that they own,

speraie and service the system). Pve got somg informabion on filler models
el

Two more considerations: One, whils the siate has provided residents in some
communities with botiled waler in the past # aly Wy , s Fvas o doowith their water
semng somehow contaminated — as in, somé kind of chamical plume that
rnpaired local drinking water sources. This ‘\:‘é{'?%..iifj be the first time the state took
ziens o deal with what is an aesthetlic issue on 8 systam where the water is
meating state drinking water standards.

Water filter info:

ANSI NSF Standard 42 Covers bacteriostasis, taste and odor (associated only with chlorine
removal), and other aesthetic conditicns

it detandards nel orgfappsiaroun publicfdowniond pho/ 1 G8EN/NER 4211520

She Thasiarrmrkechpdf

ANSI NSF Standard 53 Covers health effects removal
htta NME? mrds.nslormfapps/aroup publicidownicsd ohn/ISEBENEF B a%20-
s wvstmrmnarked pdf

It is important to note that the filters are not required to meet all aspects of the standard, only
the portions they want to make claims for. So product information for each filter must be
reviewed to determine its applicability.

Most of these point of use filters are basic activated carbon filters that simply remove taste and
odor specifically associated with chlorine, not cther things like iren, manganese, hydrogen
sulfide, etc. that can also impact taste and odor as well as color.

It is important to recognize that taste and odor is generally an individual preference and such
standards have for the most part not been developed because groups of individuals may still
consider taste and odor issues to exist even after levels for such a standard have been met.

Other considerations are that the test water for such filters attempting to meet the standard uses
hardness levels of 170 mg/L or less. Flint's water at times may be above this level, which could
then impact filter performance and longevity.



