From: Ronald Fonger [znailio: RFONGER1Smdive. com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2015 11:34 AM
To: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Cc: Kristin Longley; Bryn Mickle

Subject: lead in flint water

Brad:

| left a message with Mike Prysby on Tuesday, Sept. 1, but wanted to reach out to you also because of stories we are
working on about the extent to which lead is becoming an issue in Flint drinking water.

Today, Sept. 2, researchers at Virginia Tech posted the results on an experiment with Flint water online. The report
concludes that Flint River water leaches much more lead from plumbing than does Detroit.

“On average, Detroit water is 12 times (or 12X} less corrosive than the Flint River water currently in use ... This is creating
a public health threat in some Flint homes that have lead pipe or lead solder,” the report says.

An earlier post by the same researchers says that initial water tests show “a serious lead in water problem” in Flint,
partly because Flint River water is so corrosive to pipes.

Given the state’s role in oversight of the city’'s drinking water system through DEQ and its overall oversight by state
emergency managers during the past several years, | wanted to make sure I'm reaching out to the right person to
respond to this information.

Could you let me know who that is?

| expect to post the first story about the experiment today and expect the issue will be getting more attention as the VT
study of 300 water test kits from Flint is completed.

Thanks,

Ron Fonger
iLive Media Group
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