From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Sent: Friday, March 13, 2015 4:02 PM

To: Waurfel, Sara (GOV); Murray, David (GOV)

Subject: READ THIS PLEASE

Attachments: FQOIA Request Flint Water.doc

Foitival ia 4 Lt vk of City of Flint today regerding e spile in Lagionnares cases. Seg enclosed,
Mz, arss ministsrs put g shot over the bow tast » c% iy ARG with a oall oy Snyder to declare state
of ersrgency f*’;{?fr and somehaow 0 the water situation

imay be very advantageous to get Treasury, Gov's office, DOH, DEO and Flint EM around a table
Monday o do the following:

1. Lpdate on what the City is doing.
2. ilpdate onwhat County Health department s working on,
3 Discussion of what we might all do next.
4. Courdingtion of communication f messages.
Ccd not want to resch out to Dennis without vour approval f supporl Please advise.

D

From: Busch, Stephen (DEQ)

Sent: Friday, March 13, 2015 3:47 PM

To: jhenry@gchd.us

Cc: Prysby, Mike {DEQ); Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ)
Subject: RE: Information Request and Documentation

Rir. Henry,

Tha danaary 27, 2005, FOHA reqguest you provided was direcied o o ity of Flint, ot the DECL The DEC has no record
of 3 FUBEA raguest romvour office for such information. It ' sratanding that the Ciby has responded to vour
FUEA reguest hag helpad you adequately redefine vour regusst wit of public record to address such
5 “ary additional araas of conearn”, and provickesd o with a:j:i;'a';‘ﬁre varrmation bevond tha scope of

T3

Fimiis

WO POAGLIERT

ity reongniz

=3 the public health threat posed 1o indbeiduats that comdract Legionnaires” Disease with the
frwy thar vhe disease is not contracted by ingestion of noabie water and therelore not regulated under the
federat Sate Urinking YWater Act. Your email below claims that vou heve explicitly explainad the situation to our
Degartroent. Howsver, since contacting our office early last ’)s:i_.: s idicate A s in casas, we have not received
any further wiormalion regarding yvour epidemiological invasti o Hhis m

Furthers, o
subatan

snchusions that leglonella is coming from the pulsdic water
sting eviderwe from your epidemiclogic investigaiion ar

systern withaout the presentation of any
surs pramature and prejudice toward that end.

i 15 highly unidilesly that
wiven e ireatm
witth fedarad

Pl Hy"s pubilic weatsy

iegionella would be present in trested waler coming from the City of Hint water treatment plant
piant’s use of ozone along with comgpleie ireatrment and chicring disinfect contact time to comply
surface water treatment rules for potable weter, Deteciivns of total coliform or heterotrophic bacteria in
distribution system indicate an enviranment wihare bacterial growth may be

1




sy el Hawe‘@fﬁn there i3 no direct corralation that can be mads 1o rhe presences of egionella, While total organic
sarbor ievals in potable water may serve as a food source o hactariy grovth in prbvats plumbing systam, water
ternperatures in the Oy distribution systam are below legioneihs groveth rangs, and chioring residual levels would also

HER-H xisie

offfos aprees thar wakar main hroaka, waie; Fealis, and spesters rendi are wcrors for legionala to enter the

g:f can be made avallable

s seeking astgiance o complete s epidemiologioat fvvestigation regarding thes matter, such resource requests
shiild e directed to the Michigan Department of Community Health, Gur Offlce agress that a mubti-agency
prapbper ship would be beneficial to move forward and devs i:;;; g urdfiesd response, I that respect, if our Office can be of

gy further assistancs you may contact me directly.

Stephen Busch, PE

Lansig and lackson Dhsirict Supervisor

Oifice of Drinking Waier and Municipal Assistance
RADIE(Y

5175432314

From: "Henry, James" <jhenry(@gchd us>
Date: March 10, 2015 at 6:40:17 PM EDT
T0' Howard Croeft <hcr0f‘["&)ci‘£mf“ﬂint con™, "Mike Prysby (DEQ)" ;}r&-fs'-;wmu’q}}michi;{an,azov>,

<phendersoniicityotfling, com> Jerry Ambrose <gambrosed9@amail com™, Dayne Walling
<gwallingd citvofRint.com>
Ce: "Valacak, Mark” <MY ALALC AKf0gchd us>, "Cupal, Suzanne” <scunab@gchd.us™>, "Hasan,
Shurcoq" <shasanfgchd us>, "Childs, Bonnie" <8 HEL I8 e bd g™, ”Ha]]wood Dawn"
<giailwos chid.us>, "Johnson, M.D., Gary" <{zii:HNANGuchduy
Subject: Information Request and Documentatlon

Hello everyaneg,

Tha Genegses County Health Department has madea several written and verbal requests for specific
iformation since October, 2014, indluding a Freedom of Information Aot Requast on January 27, 2015,
The infommation still has not been received and the city's lack of conperation cortinues to prevent my
office frirn perdonmming our responsibilities.

The Genesee County Health Department has the responsibility o conchust diness investigations and
consider all potential sources, this is not oplienal. In 2014, Geneses County expenenced a significant
inorgase of confirmed Legionella ilinesses relative Lo previnus vears. Legionelia can be g deadly,
waterborme disease that typically affects the respiratory sysient.

The increasa of the illnesses closely corresponds with the timeframe of the switch to Flint River

water. The majority of the cases reside or have an association with the cily. Also, Mclaren Hospital
identified and mitigated Legionella in their water system. This is rather glaring information and it needs 1o
be looked into now, prior 1o the warmer sumimer months when Legionella is at s peak and we are
potentially faced with a crisis,

This situation has been explicitly explained to MDEG and many of the city's officials. [ want {o make sure,
in writing that there are no misunderstandings regarding this significant and urgent public health issue.
The Trihalomethane issues “pale in comparison” to the potential public health risks of Legionelia.



