From: Murray, David (GOV)

Sent: Friday, November 06, 2015 2:09 PM

To: Agen, Jarrod (GOV), Wurfel, Sara (GOV)

Subject: Keeping in the locp

Attachments: image2015-11-03-155158 pdf

Raney s weorking with Brad on anoather column on the water s, Here guestions are belowe, Dworked with hirm on

sorne of the grameaticst things, but also to strass that the sovernos has appainted g hird-party task foree to look at all
of theas grens angd others and we aapect a report in three mornths,

Below is the version prior to the update.

From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Sent: Friday, November 06, 2015 1:59 PM

To: Murray, David (GOV) <Murray D18 michizangovs
Subject: DRAFT DELIBERATIVE RE: Need comment ASAP

These guestions all make the presupposition that the sigle aclusily runs municipal
drinking water systems. Every municipal drinking watsr gystem is required by law to
Mave & a:m'i e operator on staff. In Flint's case, they added culside experiise on
contract 2z wall 88 having a cerlified operaior. E"‘ga., range 1 yeur guestion is the idea
that they don't do anvthing locally without baing foid o do so by the blate. Not the case
at all Planty of systems around the state make adiustmeants 10 their drinking water
syatern within guidelines, The DEQ staff offer counsel and guidance, but State's formal
rods s to serve a3 reguialor, not operator,

ot commizsionsd the report yvou mentionsd, I they gnored the recommendations in
appendiy of the report they commissionad, ssk therwhy, Our iake was that Flinl was
i rart o consecutive tests of the gystem: 1o dederming optimization needs. The U5,
A fnally cmme oul with s finished guidance on that and distributed i nationally this
week, Pve enclogsad it We were pleased that they acknpwisdged the Lead and Copper
ruke s worded ambiguousty on continued corresion oontrol The clarfication will help

Michingan and avary other state going forward,

Your second guestions also is more appropriaiely direcied o Flinl The city made the
serision 0 s,ma ?%xe river, the historic backuy, as their primary, DEQ's role was {o
overaee necessary changes to the drinking water o ant {0 ensure the water met Safe
Drinking Waler standards.

To your final guestion, | believe it was reiniroduced when the Flirt Cily Council voted 7-
140 jom Karegnondi, and DWSD responded by sending Flind a one-year contract
1



terminaton noice, While that notice was not g shulptt notios, i did signal that the
contract rates for water would be ferminated and thug epen for renegotiation. Bul
auain, His s g guestion best addressed by he oty

Hey Brad,

Just want to make sure you got my voice mail. | have some follow up questions based on the FOIA'd material | received
yvesterday.

Specifically:

- By 2013, MDEQ had a 2011 Flint report about the prospect of using Flint River water as a drinking water source.
That report includes an appendix that lists phosphates, which we all now know are used for corrosion control, in
the list of chemicals that would be required to treat the water. With a report in hand stating phosphates should
be used, why were they not required?

- Based on the materials | received, the 2011 report comes up briefly in 2013, when the KWA switch was
contemplated, then seems to drop out of the picture. Why was a report about the viability of the Flint River
water as a drinking water source not part of the 2014 conversations about whether to switch to the river or to
stay connected to DWSD?

- Areport included in the material | FOIA’d said that by the end of 2012, Flint officials did not want to pursue the
option of using the Flint River as a drinking water source. Why was it reintroduced?

Need a response ASAP. This is for Sunday.

Nancy

Nancy Kaffer

Columnist

Detroit Free Press
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