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From: Danieli, Sharon (DHHS)

Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2015 9:35 AM
To: Lyon, Nick (DHHS)

Cc: Grijalva, Nancy (DHHS)

Subject: News Articles - Morning of 12/22/15

HONGWER:
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The Department of Health and Human Services had data that showed there were elevated lead levels in Flint's
water, but delayed in releasing that data to others for review, Virginia Tech professor Marc Edwards said in an
article posted to his website documenting the city's water crisis.

Department officials agreed and said the experience led to changes in how they examine data.

Mr. Edwards said the department had data from shortly after Flint changed its water source that showed a spike in
blood lead levels in children in two at-risk neighborhoods, but did not disclose that data until September

2015. "They discovered scientifically conclusive evidence of an anomalous increase in childhood lead poisoning in
summer 2014 immediately after the switch in water sources, but stood by silently as Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) officials repeatedly and falsely stated that no spike in blood lead levels (BLL) of
children had occurred,” he said in the post.

DHHS spokesperson Jennifer Eisner agreed the department had data that showed the spike, but said its analysis at
the time overlocked factors that, in retrospect, would have shown there was a water quality problem. "When initially
locking at the citywide and county elevated blood lead level numbers, the increase appeared to be consistent with
the seasonal fluctuation seen in the summer months," Ms. Eisner said. "It wasn't until the Hurley report came out
that our epidemiologists took a more in-depth look at the data by ZIP code, controlling for seasonal variation, and
confirmed an increase outside of normal trends. As a result of this process, we have determined that the way we
analyze data collected needs to be thoroughly reviewed.”

Mr. Edwards said DHHS officials alsc stonewalled him on getting access to that data. He said data he had gotten
easily in 2006 documents for a similar review took several weeks to receive after his request sent September 2.
When he did finally receive the data, he said it was a version that omitted the lead level spike from summer 2014
that the department had created in July. He said a series of emails he received under a recent Freedom of
Information Act request showed and intention by DHHS officials to keep the reports from the public. "Our FOIA
reveals a shocking DHHS graph created in October 2015. It shows the statistically significant spike in blood lead
that occurred in summer 2014 - the scientific result that DHHS has never publicly acknowledged," Mr. Edwards said
in his post.

Ms. Eisner said the department has worked to make the data available. "Summary reports outlining blood lead level
testing are posted online on a bi-weekly basis, and we work closely with local partners to fulfill data requests as we
receive them," she said.

- See more at; hiig; thash i GEY AUV . dpuf

The federal government complimented the changes made to the state's child welfare services, saying it is leading to
more vulnerable children finding safe and permanent homes, according the Department of Health and Human
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Services. U.S. Administration for Children and Families Commissioner Rafael Lopez recognized a variety of
changes made to the child welfare system, a statement from DHHS said. The state’s Children's Services Agency
oversees protective services, foster care, adoption and juvenile justice systems. "The successful completion of this
program improvement plan is a milestone for both Michigan and ACF." Mr. Lopez wrote. "It represents dedication
and commitment from staff at every level."

The federal government teld the state in 2009 it was not in compliance with federal guidelines, and the state has
been working on improving its child welfare system since then. The statement said when Governor Rick Snyder
tock office in 2011, he made improving the state's child welfare system one of his top goals, and now the state has
succeeded in meeting the federal goals, leading to potential federal penalties of at least $2.8 million being
rescinded. "l am proud of the progress that Michigan has made in taking care of children who have been abused
and neglected,” Mr. Snyder said. "It is gratifying to know that the U.S. Administration for Children and Families has
recognized the reforms we have implemented. We have more work to do, but there is no doubt that Michigan's
vulnerable children receive better services today than they did five years ago."

The letter demonstrates that Michigan is succeeding in providing coordinated services to vulnerable children and
families, said DHHS Ziraptor Mick Lyon. "We want Kids in the state's child welfare system to safely return to their
homes or find a loving, permanent home through adoption if it's determined it is not safe for them to be reunited with
their parents,” he said. "There are about 13,000 children in Michigan's foster care system at any given time who
have been remaved from their homes due to abuse or neglect.”

- See more at: qitp /v, gongwer.com/pregramming/news. efm?nowsedition id=0424801#athash iSEYvAUY douf

tewly published siudy gives more svidence of elevated lead in Fling kids (Flint Journal)
Michigan Medicaid sysiam hils the cloud (Lansing State Joumal)

Michigan meets child welfare goals (Lansing State Journal)

MIRS:

Lyon: Achieving Vision For DHHS Merger Could Need Federal Changes

Nearly a year after the massive merger of the state's health and human services departments, its leader said some
state and local silos have fallen as a result, but more need to follow -- including at the federal level.

The creation of the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) was the big administrative story

gigantic one {See "Sovoer Pans Order Creating Naw Depsroment of Hegith & Muman Services," 2/6/15).

DHHS Director Nick LYON, in a year-end interview with MIRS, said the merger has bore fruit already, including the
state better serving people whose needs overlap the two halves of DHHS.

For instance, when it comes to foster care children, the state is working to make sure kids who are removed from
their homes -- a human services function -- get hooked up with a behavioral health provider and a primary care
physician.

"There is no doubt that a child removed is going to suffer some sort of trauma from that event,”" Lyon said. "And we
need to treat them as quickly as possible.”

Another area Lyon is locking at is making eligibility seamless for Medicaid recipients who need food assistance.
And while Lyon said field offices across the state have gotten a better handle on the various programs offered through
DHHS, he said the state still faces a "silo system” when it comes to local public health departments and community

mental health agencies, although he said there's been some communication improvements there.
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