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From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)
Sent: - Monday, September 28, 2015 3:40 PM
To; ' ' Feuerstein, Heather (DEQ)
* Subject: ‘ FW: DRAFT Flint Jousnal response -- edit, add and subtract from this as you see fit,
Need it asap. Thanks! ‘
Attachments: Editorial response to Virginia Tech testing Flint homes for lead.doc

From: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ)
Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2015 3:09 PM

To: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)
Cc: Benzle, Richard {DEQ); Busch, Stephen (DEQ); Prysby, Mike (DEQ)
Subject: F\W: DRAFT Fiint Journal response -- edit, add and subtract from this as you see fit. Need it asap, Thanks!

Here's a revised version, The track changes make [t dlfﬂcult to read. Can't seem to make it go away though. We
suggest you open it and then go to the Review tab and then next tu Track Changes, select “Final” from the pick list in the

drop down box,

Also, if you haven’t opened the note { sent earlier, DHHS has a website with great lead
information. http://www.michigan.gov/lead/0,5417,7-310-65933-308641--,00.htm|
This is their Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program.

From: Wurfel, Brad {DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2015 12:12 PM

To: Busch, Stephen (DEQ); Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ); Prysby, Mike (DEQ)

Subject: DRAFT Flint Journal response -- edit, add and subtract from this as you see fit. Need it asap. Thanks!

We are aware that Virginia Tech researchers are now festing water at various Flint homes for
lead levels | in their plumbing.

F ;rst, we want to be very clear that the lead issue in Flint, o the extent there is one, is not from
the source water or the plant or even the transmission lines. The river has no detectable levels
of lead in it, and treated water from the plant has not detectable levels of lead in it. The issue is
how, whether, and to what extent the water is interacting with lead plumbing in people’s
homes.

it does not appear their research lab is certified, and we can't speak to the whatever sampling
methods are being employed to achieve these results. The results reported so far fail to track
with any of the lead sampling done by the DEQ for the past 25 years (since 1891), or the blood
lead levels testing regularly conducted by the state department of community health. That said,
we do appreciate that.-Virginia Tech's team is working on this issue because it brings the public
spotlight on an important fact: if you have lead water pipes in your home, or a lead service
connection to the city system, it is very likely you are ingesting some level of [ead. That's just a
fact, and in the City of Flint that fact affects 15,000 or more residences.
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The state’s monitoring program, which uses certified laboratories and a standardized, federal
testing protocol, lcoks specifically at the homes in communities most fkely to experience lead
problems. Our resuits, obtained from two separate rounds of testing over the past year,

concluded that the mean average of lead in Flint drinking water, meets state and federal safe

d rinking water standards.

- That said, the state is pushing Flint to ‘optimize’ its water, which means addressing additives
that can minimize the extent to which the water interacts with lead plumbing in homes. While
statute allows several years for an operator actually undertake this process — Detroit took five
years 1o complete its water optimization work — we are encouraging Flint water system

_ operators to take these steps immediately and we are encouraged by the conversation so far.

Any resident who has concerns about lead in their drinking water should have their water
tested and get professional consultation on how to address it. The leading cause of lead
poisoning is known to be lead paint and, in some areas, environmental legacy hot spots where
lead is present in soils. However, | will say it again: when homes are fitted with lead plumbing
pipes, homeowners should assume there is some varied level of interaction between water
and pipes that means exposure.

From: Ronald Fonger [mailto:RFONGER1@milive.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2015 11:34 AM
To: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Ce: Kristin Longiey; Bryn Mickle

Subject: lead in fiint water

Brad:
f left a message with Mike Pryshy on Tuesday, Sept. 1, but wanted to reach out to you also because of stories we

are working on about the extent to which lead is becoming an issue in Fint drinking water.
Today, Sept. 2, researchers at Virginia Tech posted the resulis on an experiment with Flint water online.

The report concludes that Flint River water leaches much more lead from plumbing than does Detroit.

“On average, Detroit water is 12 times {or 12X) less carrosive than the Flint River water currently in use ... This is
creating a public health threat in some Flint homes that have lead pipe or lead solder,” the report says.

An earlier post by the same researchers says that initial water tests show "a serious lead in water prablem?” in
Flint, partly because Flint River water Is so corrosive to pipes.

Given the state’s role in oversight of the city’s drinking water system through DEQ and its overall oversight by
state emergency managers during the past several years, | wanted o make sure I'm reaching out to the right
person ta respond t¢ this information.
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