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From: Busch, Stephen (DEQ)

Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2014 12:09 PM

To: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ);Feuerstein, Heather (DEQ);Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ);Benzie, Richard
(DEQ);Willard, Veronica (DEQ)

Cc: Prysby, Mike (DEQ)

Subject: RE: Media Contact FW: questions about Flint River

| just had a follow up phone conversation with Mr. Adams, Flint lournal/Miive,
Hiz had besn informed by the City that they had prowided ali construction information to the Department for revisw.

| reiterated to My, Adams that we have received preliminary engineenng plans and specifications regarding this
proposed project that we have provided the City comment on, but that we have not revelved the construction parmit
applivation forrm, which fays out the scope of tha project, some of the entitisg involved, and other considerations refated
ta the construction site.

Mr. Adams again asked for clarfication regarding the revisw process,

{indicatad that while 3 permit application of this complexity would nermally require 30-45 days for a complete
response, since the City has approachad us with these preliminary designs allowing us to address most issuas prior to
their application, it will likely reduce ouy response time, and that wa have 8 mesting schaduled with the City on Monday
that will in part address some of these remaining design issuss, However, staff would still need to review the plans and
specifications submitted with a parmit application to ensure they are complete and this wil take soma tims prior to
issuing the permit,

Wir. Adams askad about inspection of the project, and §indlicated that the applicant identifies who will provide
nspaction of construction work, usually an engineering consultant, or Zity staff engineer. Mr, Adamis askad whethsr the
DE(I does any inspection, | informed him that for this typs of project we will do an inspection prior to startup to ensure
that the Ciiy will e able to comply with the operating requiremants of the Safe Drinking Water Act.

Mr. Adams asked about the City proceeding prior to 2 permit, and | explained that if the City hired a contractor prior for
the proposed work prior to obiaining a permit, any revisions to the project for permitting would nasd o be addressed
as part of the contract signed with the construction company,

{will 12t vou know if thars is any additional follow up from Wi, Adams, but be did not appear to have any additional
questins.

Siephan Busch, PE.

Lansing and Jackson District Supervisor

Utfice of Drinking Water and Municipal Assislance
MIDEQ

517-843-2344

From: Busch, Stephen (DEQ)

Sent: Tuesday, March 25, 2014 2:16 PM

To: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ); Feuerstein, Heather (DEQ); Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ); Willard,
Veronica (DEQ)

Cc: prysbym@michigan.gov

Subject: Media Contact FW: questions about Flint River
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| received the emall balow from &fr. Dominie Adams with Mlive and the Blint Journal,
| calted My, Adams back and we discussed the following:

Process for switching from DWSD to Flint River

Water provided by DWSD s treated. The City's of Flint's existing WTP was designed for emergency use of the
Flirit River in the event of a failure in the DWSD system. 5o the WTF s already capable of the switchover, they would
just dlose the line from DWSD and start pumps from the intake, The DEQ would need to be notified prior to the
switchover in source water as there are regulatory requirements under the Safe Drinking Water Act. Failure to mest
regulatory requirements would result in violations, and both the City and DEQ, would prefer 1o prevent that from
arcurring if possible,
{He askad about fines and { provided a fink to the administrative fines information on our website)

Is tirme naeded for the Detroit line
(ther water systerng utilize the pipshne from Detroit and will continue to do so without interruption.

The City WTP is designad for short term emergency operation, these improvemaents would give them the ability
to better oparate the plant on a continuous basis.  You should be able to obtain the {uli projact scops from the City, but
it includes additional chamical storage, modification to the disinfection system, electrical modifications, and purnp
rmodifications.

How is the DEQ involved in the project

The City i5 requived to cbiain construction parmits from the DEQ Office of Drinking Water and dMunicipal
Assistance prior ta making modiications to its water system. The City has provided greliminary design information
ragarding the WTP improvernents which we have cormmented on, but we hava not received g formal permit application
at this time.

(FYI they already held a groundbreaking which was reported)
Hitp:/fwww rilive.com/maws/fint/indessf/2014/03/flint residents should be drinbtmi

How iong wil a permit take?
For a permit of this complexity, we are normally able to respond to an applicant 30-45 days after recaiving a
parroit application.

[ioes the DEQ have o inspect tha systen.

The DEQ conducts routine inspection visits of public water systems, wa conduct at least 4 inspection visits with
the City of Fliint {its traatment and distribution systems) each year and a full inspeciion of the system is ragquired once
svery 3 yaars., The last fudl inspection report was completad in 2014,

Whan tha City operatss its waler reatmant plant, they need to condust dady monitoring and report those resuits to the
DEQ. 5o ws ars consiantiy reviewing thelr treatment operalions.

The ity has set a date of April 17 1o swiichover, s thal achievabie?

{ helizve this i a tentative date based on a one year deadling set when the coniract betwasan Flint and DWAD
was terminated. You would need to contact the Ciiy regarding their tirmeling for completing construction work upon
piHaining a permit,

| indicated it would be good to contact the City aboul what residents should sxpect regarding water service whan the
change is made,

| tried to get a better idea from Mr. Adams about his article. He indicated he didn't feel the City was fully disclosing
everything that is involved in completing this changeover.



