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From: Benzie, Richard (DEQ)

To: Zov, Thomas; Crogks. Jeorifer

Subject: FW: Information Request and Documentation
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2015 7:21:00 PM
Attachments: 0 25 EFlint Waisidog

Importance: High

Pizase treat this information as confidential at this point as | am ot sure when and who wili bring
this matter forward for public knowledge. Buil thought vou should get 2 heads up that another
profizm could become public soen. Lizne forwarded the message from Genesae County o cur
management this morning along with the attached document, but we hava not received g response
vet. She also contactad the Deparimert of Community Health and they are following up with the
County, Thay told Liana that they have been offering assistance to the county on this matter on
sevaral occasions ang had not raceived a responss,

steve and Mike indicated that thay were not contacted by the county on this issue as stated in the
attachrment, so we don’t know who they did contact or if they did, We suspect they are escalating
the reguest for information at this time, but we alse wonder why they nesd much of the
information they reguested from the city to conduct their investigation, which should have been
comzietad by now. Both DEQ and DCH had the same reaction to their staterment about the river
before they camplate their investigation.

Steve, Liane and | will be meeting tomorrow morning to discuss further,  We may be maeting with
the executive office as weli.

From: Benzie, Richard (DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2015 7:33 PM

To: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ)

Cc: Busch, Stephen (DEQ); Prysby, Mike (DEQ)
Subject: RE: Information Request and Documentation

Liang,
Steve’s initial response is below.

As | see iz, wa nead a plan of action fast.

1) Inform DEQ management, including legisiative and media ligiscns; suggest additional
commurication with DCH

2} Prepare response to Genesee County emali — did anyone in ODWMA or DEG have any
contact with Genesee County about Legionella and if 50, when and what? Was anyone in
ODWMA or DEQ requested to meet with Geneses County to discuss Legloneila and if so,
when, ang did they "decline” to meet?

3} Contact Flint to alert tham of County's concerns and determine their response to the
Jlanuary 27" FGIA request.

4) Arrange for 2 meeting with Genesee County and other parties as deemed appropriate by
DEQ management — DCH, Flint, Governor's Dffice, etc.; Establish a “Lead” sgency but zlso
devaiop a team approach o move forward and determine an appropriate, common
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message as well as whan such information should be shared and by whom. Determine how
long has Genesee County, DCH, and Flint been aware of the increased cases of Legionslia
and what the message should be about delays in public notificaticn.

5) Determine additional steps ~ possible ponitoring pretocols, premise plumbing treatment
options, public precautions if any, ete.; Consider possible CDC assistance.

6) Determing if EPA will be willing to share their draft Legioneila guidance document heing
deveioped by a workgroup consisting of EPA, the States of Ohio, Minnesota, Pennsylvania,
Washingron, Nevada, Missouri and Netiraska, and CDC. The guidance will characterize the
affectiveness of treatment technologies 1o address Legioneila and address relevant
regulatory implications. The primary implication is that individual customers that install
“secondary” treatment systeims o remove, reduce or prevant Legionelia in their premise
plurnbing (such as hospitals are already doing) becorne by federal definition, public water
systems required o comply with ail applicable reguirements of the Safe Drinking Water
Act. The guidance has been delayed by internal reviews st EPA, but they are hoping to be
able to have g final document in summer of 2015.

That's all | can think of 2t this point. Let me know what you think.

From: Busch, Stephen (DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2015 9:37 AM

To: Prysby. Mike (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ)
Subject: RE: Information Request and Documentation

Mike,

i am not aware of a meeting request from limn Henry or the Genesee County Hezlth Departinent as
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indicatad in his email below. Did you receive any such request?

The FOIA is specifically directed to the City of Flint not the DEQ. If requested some of the
inforrnation asked for regarding Total Coliform and E.Coli compliance sampling could be provided,
but there may also be additional construction repair sampling data.

We can respond to fim when you get back In, but 2% this point while the change In sourca may have
created water guaiity conditions that could provide additional organic nutrient source to support
legioneila growth, there is no evidence or confirmation of legiorelia coming directly from the Water
Treatmernt Plant or in the community water supply distribution system at this time.

Stenhen Busch, PE.

Lansing and Jackson District Supervisor

Gifice of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance
MDEQ

517-643-2314

From: Prysby, Mike (DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2015 7:35 AM

To: Busch, Stephen (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ)
Subject: Fwd: Information Request and Documentation




