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From: Busch, Stephen (DEQ)

Sent: Monday, January 26, 2015 1:43 PM

To: prysbym@michigan.gov

Subject: FW: Flint Mayor request to Governor regarding Flint Water
Attachments: Flint Mayor Letter to Governor.pdf

Sea attached letter,

Staphen Busch, BLE

Lansing and fackson District Supearvisor

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance
PMDEQ

517-643-2314

From: Busch, Stephen (DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 10:50 AM

To: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ); Wurfel, Brad (DEQ); Prysby, Mike (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ)
Cc: Datema, Maggie (DEQ); Howes, Sarah (DEQ); Sygo, Jim (DEQ)

Subject: RE: Flint Mayor request to Governor regarding Flint Water

Copy attached.

Stephen Busch, P.E.

Lansing and Jacksen District Supervisor

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance

MDED

L17-643-2314

From: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 10:41 AM

To: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ); Busch, Stephen (DEQ); Prysby, Mike (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ)
Cc: Datema, Maggie (DEQ); Howes, Sarah (DEQ); Sygo, Jim (DEQ)

Subject: RE: Flint Mayor request to Governor regarding Flint Water

First i heard shout the fetter was on NPR this morning.

Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 10:39 AM

To: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ); Busch, Stephen (DEQ); Prysby, Mike (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ)
Cc: Datema, Maggie (DEQ); Howes, Sarah (DEQ); Sygo, Jim (DEQ)

Subject: RE: Flint Mayor request to Governor regarding Flint Water

Ooops. Thanke,

MNeed g copy of tha letter if we have it Want to make surs the Goyernor's office kniows to serud calls about this to us, and
give them a gquick briefing on the situation,

Thanks

i
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From: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 10:37 AM

To: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ); Busch, Stephen (DEQ); Prysby, Mike (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ)
Cc: Datema, Maggie (DEQ); Howes, Sarah (DEQ); Sygo, Jim (DEQ)

Subject: RE: Flint Mayor request to Governor regarding Flint Water

That is the first option listad.

Changes made to date have reduced the formation of DBFs; but because of the way the standard is caleulated the
violation is anticipated to remain until at least fate sumymer. However, itis difficult to predict whether the operational
changes will be effective enough to address seasonal water guality changes that occur during the summer. itis possible
to have g spike in August that could cause the city additional problems, But for now, all indications are that D8P lavels in
the distribution system are within an acceptable range.

From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 10:31 AM

To: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ); Busch, Stephen (DEQ); Prysby, Mike (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ)
Cc: Datema, Maggie (DEQ); Howes, Sarah (DEQ); Sygo, Jim (DEQ)

Subject: RE: Flint Mayor request to Governor regarding Flint Water

Would a third option be to make adjustments fo the plant that address the current water supply effectively?

From: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 10:26 AM

To: Busch, Stephen (DEQ); Prysby, Mike (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ)

Cc: Datema, Maggie (DEQ); Howes, Sarah (DEQ); Wurfel, Brad (DEQ); Sygo, Jim (DEQ)
Subject: RE: Flint Mayor request to Governor regarding Flint Water

In Hght of the Mayor's letter, this could be quite uncomfortable for us tonight.

Our position has always baen that wa do not dictats which acceptable optioni{s) a watar supply may choose. Our
respansibility is 1o ses that operations are managed properly, regulations are met, and safa water is deliverad, For
example, when Fint decided to {zave Datroit and operate using the River, our role wasr't to tell them our opinion; only
what steps would be necessary to make the switch,

MNow that thers 1s a viclation of a drinking watar standard, we have baen treating Fiint as we would any other supely, it
s up to them to proposa a solution/corrective action. Qur role is to determine the reascnableness of that

proposal. One option available to ther is to continue to use the river until the KWA <ourcs is avatlable ag long as they
impiement operational changes to mitigate the formation of DBPs. Ancther accaptable cption (s to return to Detront
{GLWA} until the EWA scures IS avaliable. And third option could certamly ba raturning to GLWA parmanently.

The dMavoer is saying that since there s an EM, the state {Governor) has responsibility for decisions being made {not our
position). twill be vary important for DEQ staff to limit cur discussion to our role undar the Safe Drinking Watar
Act. Hopefully, the E0M will be prepared to respond if and when the conversation vaeers off into thic ather argna.

Liate 1, Shekrer Srmath, PLE, Chiet

Oiffice of Dnnling Water and Municipal Assierance



