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From: Chastity Pratt <cpratt@bridgemi.com>

Sent: Monday, January 26, 2015 1:31 PM

To: Busch, Stephen (DEQ)

Subject: Re: interview for article on Flint drinking water
Hi, Steve,

Thank you for the detailed response! I'll circle back around to you if we have further questions.

On Mon, Jan 26, 2015 at 1:06 PM, Busch, Stephen (DEQ) <BUS{HN@michigan zov> wrote:

is, Pratt Pledse see raspondes o vour quastions helow,

Stephen Husch, PLE,

Lansing and Jackson District Supervisor

Office of Drinddng Water and Municipal Assistance
MDE

517-643-2314

From: Chastity Pratt [mailto:coratt@bridaemi.com]
Sent: Monday, January 26, 2015 11:35 AM

To: Busch, Stephen (DEQ)

Subject: interview for article on Flint drinking water

Hi,

I am a reporter for Bridge Magazine working on a deadline story about Flint's drinking water. My story will
focus on state involvement and state policy.

My major questions:

1. Several agencies and officials are involved - can you clarify DEQ's role in the Flint water situation?
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The City of Hint water systern is one of over 1400 Community Water Systems in Michigan reguiated under the Michigan
Safe Drinking Water Act {1976 Public Act 399, as amended), which Incorporates requirements of the federal Safe
Drinking Water Act. The DEQ Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance has been given authority for oversight
of these regulations. DEQ regulatory oversight is mainly conducted through inspections, raview of menitoring
information {this includes sample results and operations data), issuance of construction permits for water systems, and
planning {reliability, emaergency responss, capital improvement, operation and maintenance, st} As both cornmunity
water systems and the DEQ desire the mutual goal of safe water, the DEQ works groactively in partnershin with water
systems to provide compliance assistanca, This also includes activities such as source water protection and
infrastructure funding.

2. What is the DEQ's response to the mayor's request for assistance?

As indicated by phone this letier was divected to the Governor's Office angd shouold be foliowsd up with that office for
rasponse at this point in tme.

3. What on-going testing is DEQ doing with Flint water and how often?

The City is required to Tollow ali state and fedaral monitoring requirements under Act 398, This inchides sampie analvsis
of ovay 8 contaminants with haalth based drinking water skandards along with monitoring of i3 sourca, trestment, and
distribution operations. Sampie analvsis frequency is based on the specilic contaminant type, its lavel of detection
any, and iis potential variability.

In regards to total coliform and e.coli bactena compliance monitoring, the Gty s required to analyze at least 100
samples each monthly compliance period from its distribution system,

fri regards to Total Trinalomethane (YTHM) compliance monitoning, the City © reqguired to collact quartariy samples from
B loeations in its distribution system. The TTHM standard i based on a Running Annual Average for each of the 8
incations, rather than individual sample rasults, The location and timing of these samplas i based on worst case

conditions in the water system to {dentify the highest level of long term exposure.

4. So far, how many drinking water violations have occurred in Flint since the switch to Flint River water and
what sanctions - if any - does the city face?



