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From: Crooks, Jennifer <crooks.jennifer@epa.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 1:18 PM

To: Busch, Stephen (DEQ);Prysby, Mike (DEQ);Cook, Pat (DEQ)
Subject: RE: Flint lead sampling results?

Thard you, Steval
Jennifer

From: Busch, Stephen (DEQ) [sr:aitio:BUSTMS Emichizan. sov]
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 8:39 AM

To: Crooks, Jennifer; Prysby, Mike (DEQ); Cook, Pat (DEQ)
Subject: RE: Flint lead sampling results?

Jennifer,

We will provide the 807" percentils when available, but at this point we do not anticipate any violations of the Lead and
Copper Ruie,

Staphen Busch, BE.

Lansing and fackson District Supervisoy

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance
PMOEG

517-643-2314

From: Crooks, Jennifer [suaiitonorooks jenniferdens aov]

Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2015 3:34 PM

To: Busch, Stephen (DEQ); Prysby, Mike (DEQ); Cook, Pat (DEQ)
Cc: Bair, Rita

Subject: Flint lead sampling results?

Steve/Mike/Pat—Thank you for cluing me in to the fact that Liane and Tinka are talking about Flint next Tuesday. | guess
it's just a manager discussion, from what | understand. | understand that Flint didn’t get the minimum number of lead
samples (100) for the second 6-month monitoring period that ended June 30, so | assume Flint is collecting the
remaining samples now. Our Division Director, Tinka Hyde asked today if we will know what the lead results are from
the second 6-month monitoring period. Perhaps you don’t know what the results are for the remaining samples Flint
began taking in July; but do you know what the other 80+ sample results are? Would you be able to share this
information with us prior to the call on Tuesday? If not, Liane can share this info regarding the status of the sampling
and the sample results with Tinka on Tuesday.

Thank you all for your hard work with Flint and with your management; | know this has not been an easy problem to
deal with for anyone.

Jennifer
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From: Benzie, Richard (DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2015 1:32 PM

To: Busch, Stephen (DEQ);Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ);Prysby, Mike (DEQ)

Subject: RE: DRAFT Flint Journal response — edit, add and subtract from this as you see fit.
Need it asap. Thanks!

Attachments: Editorial response to Virginia Tech testing Flint homes for lead.doc

Here are my suggested edits in an attached word document. | thought we should probably just draft 3 single
response so i am creulating it 1o you three before we reply to Brad,

From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2015 12:12 PM

To: Busch, Stephen (DEQ); Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ); Prysby, Mike (DEQ)

Subject: DRAFT Flint Journal response -- edit, add and subtract from this as you see fit. Need it asap. Thanks!

We gre aware that Virginia Tech researchers are now tasting water at various Flint homes for lead
levels i thelr plumbing.

First, we wani 10 be very clear that the igad issue it Flint, (0 the sxtent there is ong, 18 not from the
aource water or the plant or even the transmission iinas. The niver has no detectable levels of lsad in
it, and treated water from the plant has not detecizble levels of lead in it. The issue i3 how, whether,
arid to what sxtent the watsr is interacting with lead plumbing in people’s homes

it does not appear thelr research lab is certified, and we can't spesk o the whalever sampling
methods are being amployed to achieve thase results, The resulls reported so far fail to track with
any of the lead sampling done by the DEQ for the past 25 years {since 1981), or the bload lead levels
testing regularly conducted by the siate department of community health. Thal sald, we do appreciate
that Virginia Tech's team is working on this issue because i brings the public spotiight on an
important fact; i you have lead water pipes in your home, or a lead service connection o the cily
system, i1 18 vary likely vou are ingesting some level of lead That's ust a fact, and in the City of Flint
that fact affects 15,000 or more residences,

The state s monitoring program, which uses certified laboragtones and a standardized, faderal testing
protocal, looks specifically at the homes in communities most ikely to experience iead problems. Our
resulis, oblained from lwo separate rounds of testing over the past vear, concluded that the mean
avarage of lead in Flint drinking water, mests state and federal safe drinking water standards.

That said, the state 18 pushung Flint o ‘optimize’ its water, which means addressing addifives thal can
minimize the extent o which the water inferacis with iead plumbing in homes While siatute allows
several years for an operator actuaily undertake this process — Detroit ook five vears o complete its
water aptirmization work - we are encouraging Flint water systerm operators o ake these steps
mmediately and we are encouraged by the conversation so far,

Any resident wha has concerns about lead in theyr drinking water should have ther waler tested and
get professional consultation on how o address it. The leading cause of lead poisoning is knowin 1o
be lead pant and, in some areas, environmantal legacy hot spots whers lead 1s present in sails



