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From: Ronald Fonger [nsfiin RECNGE
Sent: Friday, December 04, 2015 1.20 PM
To: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Subject: RE: Eisenhower piece
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From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ) [raiiio Wil michipan gav]
Sent: Friday, December 04, 2015 11:42 AM

To: Ronald Fonger <& GRGER T Splive som>

Subject: Eisenhower piece

Hey, Ron.
| continue to have concerns about how the Journal reports this issue. Here are a few from yesterday.

The headline is factually incorrect. Plumbing and fixtures are not the same thing at all. In fact, | sent a
note to you guys when | advanced you this piece which specifically said our findings are good news
because fixtures are less expensive to replace than plumbing, and our testing indicates there are no
deeper plumbing issues so far in the schools we're checking.

More to the point, these two adjoining paragraphs in the story don’t even agree:
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This paragraph offers & wholly inaccurate reflection of what's going on

The mors thorough lesting &l Bisenhowear comgs alisr three Finl sohood Duiidings tesied above

the federst il in inital soresnings prompted by ihe discovery of riang evels of lsad in Find

chiitdran's biood, Rmenhowss was ong of hose schoois, along with e Brownsdl school busiding
ardd Freaman Blamentary

The testing of every Flint school was part of the commitmeant in the Governor's 10-point plan. The
findings at all the schools have consistently showr Himited instances of inthial high samples,

specitically associated with imitad points in the building, where spikas are followsd by dramalic
drops on subseguent draws — clegar indication thal the lsad exposure is hmited 1o faucets and
bubblers that should have been replaced a long time ago.
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Also, | realize you guys can’t say “lead” without saying “toxic,” but please don't attribute that to the
DEQ. We recognize the levels at some points are elevated.
The regudts of olinvweun lsshing at Freaeman ware relesssd Moy, 9 and showaed ning of 21 fauceiz had

foxic lead levels, the DEQ said,

I'd like to meet for lunch or coffee next week, get caught up and generally have a discussion beyond
phone and email. Happy to drive there for it. Let me know if you've got a date better than others. I'm
best Tuesday or Wednesday, and can make any day work except Monday.

Thanks,
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FLINT, MI ~ Recent water tests at a Flint elementary found toxic lead levels at favcets and drinking

fountains, a problem state officials largely attribute 1o the type of fixtures in the school butlding,

The report on Flint's Eisenhower Elementary showed 18 of 43 water cutlets had lead levels above 15 parts
per billion at least once during testing, excseding the action lumit set by the US. Environmental Protection

Agency.

The report was based on water samples collected by the Michigan Department of Enviroomental Quality on
Oct, 30-31, and included testing trony all 43 water fixtures i the school and two om butldings on the

propresty.

The DEO says the leaching lead is likely because of the fixtures and the connected plumbing 1o the building
-- lead solder joings on copper piping, brass valves and brass fittings, brass componants i fixtures and

sabvanized piping.

"The highest comribution of lead appears to be from the mdividual favcet/fountaing and not from the Jarger

diameter supply plumbing within the matn school building or the vwo out buildiog units,” the report says,

The results of follow-up testing at Freeman were released MNov. 9, and showed mine of 31 faucers had toxic

lead levels, the DEQ caid Those resudts were also attributed to the Bxiures or connected plumbing.

While the BEQ recommends the school district replace the hardware, 1f that 18 not possible running the
water "for three vunutes following periods of stagnation is likely to reduce lead concendrations and lead

gxposure,” the report sard.



