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From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Sent: Friday, November 13, 2015 1:17 PM

To: joosting@mlive.com

Cc: Murray, David (GOV)

Subject: Reporting on Flint.

Attachments: image2015-11-03-155158.pdf; Flint lead serv. Itr.pdf; Transmittal of Final redacted

Report to MDEQ.PDF

Hey, Jonathan.

Just a reminder that you can contact the DE(Q as you develop these pieces, if you wanted to inform
them or balance them out.
Also wanted to make sure you've got the latest information on this issue.

Enclosed is the EPA’s final guidance on Lead and Copper rule, released nationally on Election Day,
which notes the corrosion control provision in the federal law is written ambiguously and we actually
didn’t viclate the protocol. It's not to say we'd do it that way again, given all we've learned about
corrosion control in the past few months, but worth noting.

Also, EPA’s final version of the Del Toral memo, which was leaked as a draft in June and finalized /
issued just after Election Day, which notes we’re now implementing everything that was in the original
draft memo from June.

Your piece below implies DEQ is not currently using an EPA-approved water testing method. Not so.
But we're taking a look at other protocol options as part of an internal department review. A bigger
priority is making sure the city is actually sending its sample bottles to homes that actually have lead
service lines or some plumbing componentry that qualifies those residences as usable sites under the
federal Lead and Copper rule. Enclosed our letter to Flint this week for your information.

If you want updates on what’'s happening in the city, Check out the web page.
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And do feel free to call anytime. My numbers are below.
Thanks.

b

Brad Wurfel

Communications Director

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
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LANSING, M- Flint mom Melissa Mays believes her three sons are starfing to strugale 10 school because
they drank contaminated cily water, and she's worried the full elfect of lead potsoning, which can cause

irreversibie brain damage, will not be known for vears,

“Something that is supposed to nourish us and keep us alive was treated as a commodity - the quality was

ignored, the signs were ignored,” Mays said Thursday. "What we're seeing is a complete disregard for
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human bife, human satety and the tuture of cur children.”
RMavs, whe has become 2 leading water activist in the nudst of her city's public heahth crisis, joined
fawmakers at the Michigan Capitol as they announced a new package of bills 1o address water guabty and

attordability wsues in Flint and other paris of the state

“There's o moral goal here” said Rep. Sheldon Necley, D-Flint, urging the Savder administration to consider
the package
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Meeley plans 1o mireduce legislation that would require the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
to eollect water samples using federaliv-approved procedures, His bill would prohibit 2 samphng procedure

known as "pre-flushing” w:'uch can lower lead fevel readings.

MO has acknowledged 1t enforeed the wrong federal standards for treating Flini water, and records

recently obtained by The Flint Journal show tha oipy ahae Ji

s tor seeking out homes

with lead plumbing 1o fest,

"Water 13 8 bumsan right” according to Rep. Julie Plawecks, B-Drearborn Heights, who 1s prepaning (o

infroduce fegistation that would define it a5 wuch.



