001313

From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Sent: Friday, November 06, 2015 3:12 PM
To: Kaffer, Nancy (nkaffer@freepress.com)
Cc: Murray, David (GOV)

Subject: RE: Need comment ASAP

Mancy, we beligvs wa've ! &&p{md@d 0 YRUR HIQUNY and provl d@e:ﬁ he informalion you
regussion Asl m-s-s mmi beforg, we arg working 10 provids & wc%aa ry iirmnation
o the alfter action review task %‘f:a f“” and he DEO 3 Douss im rnreing Torward and
taking carg of 3‘%{3%’5i&;$ iy FHn

Thank OLE FOF the cpportunity (o comment on his Bsug
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Sent: Friday, November 06, 2015 2:28 PM
To: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Cc: Murray, David {GOV)

Subject: RE: Nead comment ASAP

The stats doasa’t rurn mmidcdpal drenbing weeier syalems bub i doea o off on their plans for weaier reatmani — ypd?

i rhee sinie’s asw s it oniciakandy appliad an amrdsipenus
A re;:ecri, in ?u’é{;%_.,_ 50 yhsiore the i, that il

have prmtpted further weartigation? Do vou disag

v wearded standard, It apems to me that the exdstence
catad the nead for — and cost of - torrasioat conirod should
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From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ) [raiiio Wil michipan gav]
Sent: Friday, November 06, 2015 2:24 PM

To: Kaffer, Nancy <i:haffer@ireanrass som>

Ce: Murray, David (GOV) <&iurrsvizbifmishipan gove
Subject: RE: Need comment ASAP

These guastions all make the prasy g}g’*w '::;-ﬂ inat i?m sigle aciuialy runs municipsl
ﬁsf'ﬂkﬁg%ﬁ;’%isﬂ'&gfﬁ&ﬁ‘z& Cvery municipst drinking wats y&‘é; s raguired Dy law D
have a cartifiad operator on ﬁ?&.z‘zﬂ i ?* case, ey a é ded 2‘13;.53'?-:; de expariize on
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centract as well as having a certified operafor. The nuance in your question s the ides
that they don't do anything lecailly without being 1oid {0 do s0 by the Siate. Not the case
at all. Plenty of systems around {he stale make adjusimenis 1o their drinking wailer
system within guidelines. The DEQ staff offer counsel and guidance, but State’s formal
rade 15 {0 serve as regulator, not operator.

Fint commissioned the report vou mentioned. If they ignored the recommendations in
appendix of the report they commissioned, hey can probably best explain why, Qur
take was that Fint was 1o run two consecutive tests of the system o detarming
optimization needs. The U5, EPA finally came out with is finished guidance on that
and distributed H nationally this wesk. Pve enclosed i, We were plegsed that they
acknowledged the Lead and Copper rule is worded ambiguously on conlinued
corrosion control. The clarification will hedp Michigan and every ofher siate going
forward.

Your second guestions also s more appropriaiely directed {o Flint. The city made the
dacision to use the river, the historic backugp, as thelr primary, DEQ’s role was o
OVErses necassary changes o the drinking water plant 10 ensurs the water met Safe
Drinking Water standards.

To your final guestion, recall it was reintroduced when the Fint Cily Counail voted 7-1
to join Karegnondi, and DWSD responded by sending Flint a one-year contract
termination natice. While that nolice was not a shutoff notice, it did signal that the
contract rates for water would be termmated and thus open for renegotiation. But
agam, s is a question best addressed by the cily.

These issues will undoubtedly be considered by the Governor's After Action Review
Task Force, Unid that review 18 finalized, we don't have much more (o say about it The
DEQ s now focused on implementing the Governor's 10-point plan (o protect kKids and
famiiies in Fini, which includes free {ap filters for all city residents as a precaution, free
home water {esting and children’s blood tesis for all city residents, and an
unprecedeaented ook at potential for lead exposure in the gty schools, among other
things.
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Brad Wigfel
Communications [Hrecior
Michigan Department of Environmental Guality

517-284-6713



