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From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, September 09, 2015 4:36 PM
To: Jason Lorenz

Subject: RE: Latest Statements from the City of Flint

Thread on Virginia Teoh:
Ron,

As wa discussed iast week, the state DEQ is just as perplexed by Edwards’ resuiis as he geams o be
yy the ciy's tast resuils, N%. ch are done according 1o state and faderal sampling guideiines and
aﬂaiymﬂ iy cartifiad abs,

Yhen | said we were unsurs how the Virgrua Tech tearm got s results, that's not the same as being
surprised that they got them. There are a conservalively estimated 15,000 oid homes with lead
slumbing in Flint giong, and his group k;:‘wsaf;zec: 1t locking for high lead probiems. Thay pull that
rabbit ouf of that hat everywhere they go. Nobody should be surprised when the rabbit comes out of
the nat, even i they can’l ‘.’:g\;re cut how i is done.

found it in Flint whan the oy was o0 s old waler supply, We won't know that, because ?Qy Ve ondy
ist arrived in town and quickly proven the theory they sef out I prove, and while the siais
appreciates academic participation i this discussion, offering broad, dire public he a it aavice based
any some quick wshing could be seert as fannng political fla nes irrespunsibly. Residents of Flint
concerned about the health of their community dont nead more of that

s scientifically probable a research team that speciaiizas miooking for lead in water could have

As 1 mentioned iast week, the issue here st Fliint's water source or water plants. |t's the high
number of oider homes with lead pipes and iead sarvice connactions Anyoneg with lead plumbing n
their homes should recognize there's soms communication of lead from that,

The state and the EPA& are working togather in Fiint - have Leen from the siart, and we are inreguiar
cornurcation with fedaral counterparts 1o discuss Fhntwater, The staie’s grogram has beenm
place. protecing community waler supplies for more than 40 years around the state, The reason this
corversation began is because we have iead and copper rules: the city met the siale and ?eeeraé
standard, and has agreed (o further cpbmize 5 system to even {urther reduce lead levels, but let’s be
clear lead pipes means same lead in water, &t some level Folks who have concerns should gat &
waler speo a‘.h%t 0 take alock at ihelr home and seg what they nead 10 do o achieve peacs of mind
becauss iead and copper are home plumbing problems that no waler scurce can eiminate entd reiv

e

Brad Wuariel

Communications Director

fv’séchigan ’Jep'}'tmant of Environmental Quality
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Tartu Rl

From: Ronald Fonger [maiio: REONGER  Emiive com]
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 11:39 AM

To: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Subject: flint water

Brad:

This was posted by the Virginia Tech researchers this morning.

Since a part of it speaks directly to MDEQ's involvement in the Flint water situation, | wanted to see if we can geta
comment from you for an initial story that [ hope to post in about two hours.

Thanks,

o /Bintwaterstudv Ore/ 2015/ 0% our-sampiing-of- 25 2 -iow-risk-homes-demunsiraies-a-high-isad-inwater-
risk-fhnt-should-be-failing-to-mest-the-eog-isad-and-connarrulef

Hon Fonger
Miive Media Group
Reporter

email riopgerl@mive com
address G540 S, Saginaw St. #1041, Flint M) 48502

Response to reguest for comment on the mavoral candidate’s ramarks yestarday, that
Fresident Obama should have the EPA investigate DE('s handling of the Qity’s testing for
lead and copper {among other thingsk

Hor,

i lpave it o EPA o discuss unofficial drafl reporis by their folks.

We apprecizte thal residents of Flint have concerns about thewr water, The sigte’s drinking water
program, which implements federal safe drinking water laws and standards, oversees municipal
supphes around the state, and has worked {0 ensure safe drinking water for more than four decades.

Municipal operators soreen drinking water supglies for more than 20 different contaminanis. Frovider
arg required to e’“wicv‘ certified, iral ined operators, because s a compiex 188K 10 mainiain safe
drinking water for tens of thousands of people or more.

The City of Flint has challenges, no f;JeAtiz,r Dacades of forgsialied maintenance of hundreds ©
miles of C.i&:i o waler Fansmission lines an *u:i the oity, much of which is bayond 48 service bve;
coupled with changes in ¢ t, population size that put new demands on an old system thal, in some
places, im Hcts waler quaiity, compoundsd by & rate strudiure whisth makas Flint's water very
expeﬂsive, are ail serious ssues the ity must confront. Few argue that the solulion won't be cheap



