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From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ}

Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 4:05 PM

To: Brown, Eric (GOV)

Subject: FW: additional comments about flint water, deqg

From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 3:03 PM

To: 'Ronald Fonger'

Subject: RE: additional comments about flint water, deg

i teave i 1D EPA 0 discuss unofficial drafl reports Dy their folks

We appreciate that residents of Flint have concerns ahout their water. The state's drinking water
program, which implements federal safe drinking water laws and standards, oversees municipal
supplies arcund the state, and has worked o ensure safe drinking waler for mare than four decades.

Murncipal operators sergen drikang water suppheas for more than 80 different contaminanis. Providers
arg required {0 employ certified, irained operalors, becauss i 8 a complax task o mainiain safe
drirking water for tens of thousands of people or more.

The City of Fiint has challenges, no qgmiwr Dacades of foresialied maintenance of hundrads of
miles of cast-iron water transmigsion lines arpund the city, much of which 15 beyond its service live;
coupled with changes in oity population size that put new demands o an old system that, in some
glaces, smwauts: wa*?* uality; :vrﬂym;r‘caa by a rate structure which rrak 5 Flint's waler very
expansive, arg ai sercus issues the city must confront. Few argue that i Rciu‘ii{}”z wor't be cheap
and retief for some parts of the aly won't come guickly, because this probiem didn't start last month,
last vear or even last governor, i slaried in the iast ceniury,

The State of Michigan's job here, viz the DEQ, 13 1o make sure the cily's water production meels slale
and federal drinki ’;g water standards. We are in regular contact with federai ¢ \mterpgr*s at t:P;—x o
discuss issues and chat iﬂr‘f*s:s r:—zxa ied to Firt waler. Bveryone s paying very close aftention, and the
unavoidabia fact is that the cily's sysiem is grasently in compliance with slaie and federal safe
drinking water signdards

To the extent the public concems about ihe water system become part of the election politics in "’18
City, we ?‘a‘« e no commant, Bul the SZ wafz s everyons in Fhint io undersiand owr cole as regulator
and that we 1ake that role very senicu Hint and avery other city arcund the siale, because
peopie’s health hangs n the baia’we ;—zr‘vor‘e who has g quesiion about owr slandards, our reqguiired
methods or the results 18 welcome 1o see what we do. We're transparent in our work because we
atand behind it

£

Brad Wurfel
Cornenunications Director
Michizgan Depariment of Envirenmental Guality
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From: Ronald Fonger [;yusiini

Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 12 30 PM

To: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Subject: additional comments about flint water, deq

Brad:

| am also writing about a news conference held by Karen Weaver, Mayor Dayne Walling’s challenger in the general
election.

She made some specific comments regarding DEQ and | wanted to see if the agency wants to respond or comment.

Ron Fonger

ALlve “\s?edae, £l

address 540 S Saglnaw St #101 Flint M| 48502



