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From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Sent: Monday, March 30, 2015 3:24 PM
To: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ)
Subject: RE: Water Dilemma in Flint

From: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ)

Sent: Monday, March 30, 2015 2:02 PM
To: Sygo, Jim (DEQ); Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)
Cc: Shaler, Karen (DEQ)

Subject: FW: Water Dilemma in Flint

FYE vy ve probably slready seen this, Dot ust in case.

From: Crooks, Jennifer [suuliooranks enniforde

Sent: Monday, March 30, 2015 10:35 AM

To: Prysby, Mike (DEQ); Busch, Stephen {DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ); Shekter Smith, Liane {(DEQ)
Cc: Harris, Kimberly; Murphy, Thomas

Subject: FYI; Water Dilemma in Flint

Died your ai ses thiv nwas articiey

From: Bair, Rita
Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2015 9:31 AM
To: Poy, Thomas; Damato, Nicholas; Crooks, Jennifer; Shoven, Heather

Subject: FYl: Water Dilemma in Flint
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Lately, Ms. Mays, who is 36 and works in marketing, has not been tuming on her tap much at gl
After Flint changed the scurce of s drinking waler last spring, Ms. Mays said, shencliced 2
change in the water's color and odor. Than she staried having rashes, and clumps of her halr fall
out, When the oty issued 2 hoil order, she stopped using the water for drinking and ocking.
Now her family spends roughly $400 & month on botiled water.

"My cat gets boltied water, owr planis get bottled water, our fish geis bottled watler,” said Ms,
Mays, who has helped organize marches 1o protest the water conditions and is on a City
commission seeking input on how 1o move forward, "I takes four 1O five botlles of water o fill
uly & pot for spachetill”

Fint officials insist that the aby's water s safe, They say that the issues of odor and color are
separate from the gquestion of whether the water meeis federal standards, and that no link o
heaith probiems has been proved,

Photo

Tany Pafledane Jr, escorfed from @ water advisory commities meeling for outhursts. says hat
fur waler in Hhis Hoftie came out of is {ap in Janvary.

“We undersiand the concarns about discoloration and odors,” said Gerald Ambiese, Flint's stale-
appointed emergancy manager, “We el evervone who complaing that we would be more than
happy o come oul 10 thelr house and test thelr water”™

P

Mr, Ambrose’s position hinic at deeper issues in Flint, Though the oity has not declared
bankrypicy, ¥ has besn in sigle receivership since 2011 and has deep-seated fnancial problems,
which Mr. Ambrose was appoiniad 10 help untangle. Add 1o that & plummeting population and
viglent Crime rates that rank among the nalion’s worst, and the water question becomes one

The probiems, aimost evervone agrees, staried shortly after the ciiy, in an effort Lo save mongy,
switched from the supply of raated Lake Huron water i had long purchased from Detrol and
started drawing waler from the Fiint River, traating it iogally,

a5 necessary” o reconnect o the Detroit

On Monday, Flints Gy Coungii voted 1o "do all thin
Water and Sewerage Department. Mr, Ambrose’s response was swilt, Fint water today is safe by
alt federal and state standards, he said in 3 siatement Tuesday, “Water from Delrolt is no safer
than water from Flinl, ™ he said, "Users also pay some of the highest rates in the siale because of
the decreased numbers of ugers and the age of the gystem.”

A sign downtown ol referg o Flint as Vebicle Clty, Older rasidents recall growing up in a piace
that 200,000 people called home, where good-paving iohs in the General Molors factones were
pientifid, Today, many of the auin planis are gone, the popuiation is belnw 100,800, and onge-

prospercus neighborhoods are dotted with abandoned homas and vacant lofs,
Fhoto

Tim Bednaishi checking water at the fregiment plant. Flint hias ncreased chemica! monftonng
aid filred @ consyiting firm {0 spggest imorovemants,

Ag Fiind has shrunk, Hs nebwork of water pipes built for 2 much larger metropolis has
deteriorated, With fewer customers, water sometimes languishes in the syster, becoming
discolored. Morsover, water bilis in Flint are far higher than those in neighboring communities,
Officials say the switch away from Detroll waler saves the ity $12 million 2 year.

“It's 2 very sore point, particuiarly when vou have a population with 2 high degree of low-income
folls,” Mr. Ambrose said. "To me, the conversation we need 10 be having 18, how do we lower
those rateg?”



