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From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ}

Sent: Monday, March 16, 2015 4:20 PM
To: Agen, larrcd (GOV)

Subject: Fwd: Part T

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)" <WurielBidmichigan.gov>
Date: March 13, 2015 at 6:49:00 PM EDT

To: "Hollins, Harvey (GOV)" <hgilinshiomichigan gov>
Cc: "Wyant, Dan (DEQ)" <Wvant{@michigan cov>
Subject: Part 11

Thiz is the second saue | mertioned earlier today.
in December, our siaff became peripheraily aware that the hospitals in Genesee were
saeing an uphick in Lagionnaires casses.

Legionnaires is a water-bome dinegs. it essentially is a iyvpe of pneumonia caused by a
bacteria His fregted wiih antibiolics. Unirgaled it can be deadiy. i most offen manifesis
i nursing homes and assisled iving facilities, bacause the ransmission is through
water vapor geting into lungs — via air conditioners, vaporizers or low-tiow shower
heads that produce a ot of misting. You can drink water with this baclena in it and nol
get siok — i has 1o enter the lungs in vapor.

{ dordt have any Cetails on the cases, but here i3 what | understand 1o ths point

o More than 40 cases reportad since last April. That's a significant uplick — moreg
thar ai the cases n the iast five yvears or maore cambinad,

o Aprit{ May is ususlly ihe start of Legionnaires season — it profiferates in warmer
monthe - but Aprd also 5 the point af whuch the city swilched (o the Fint River as
& Souee.

o  County Health Departments are supposad (o perform epideminiogical racebacks
an gl eonfirmed cases of thus diseass, 16 incate the source and address i
Genesee County Haalth had not done this work a5 of November, At 3 January
meeling with area hospials, MDCH, DEQ and others, Nick Lyon reportecly
directed the county health folks, in terms not unceriain, 1o get this done 88 a
pricrity. As P sidling here ioday, € sl is not done 1o my knowiedgs.

o Ky counterparts at MDCH informed me fnday that they canno! step in uniess
ey are mviad or uniass the oulbreak is mulli-county. They've nol been invited
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until, | believe, today. Thal may be in part because of the email string and letier
Pve enclosed herg, which was unknown o MOCH untl | shared i over 1o tham,

The email thread below is best read boliom-io-top, and read prior to reading the

erciosed FOIA (¢ the ity

E ssertial ,f Jim Henry wath err‘ejae&: County Health s putting up the flare. He's made
6 leap rmally i hes amall that hu uptick in cases is drectly atiributable (o the rver

as a drinking Wa*er source — this is beyond | HTEEPONS! ible, given that is his depariment

that has faided 0 do the necessary raceback work o provide any conclusive avidence

of where the mt‘froak s sourced, and i aiso fies inthe faca ¢ S the very y thing a drinking
wat@ system is degignad o do.

0 did not receive this FOIA which appears designed o butiress his position in the
emai -- hal seciions of ihe walgr delivery system may be harbonng ths baciena We
think it would be hughly unbkely that ar“"fw ing wouid be found arcund the plant, where
ihe water is treated. Most often, this bacteria forms at the bullding / reg identisl point in
ihe aystemn. Lagionnaires is NOT among the 80 waler contaminants screaned inthe
Safe Drinking Water Act. but in the absence of action by county heaith, cur staff are
now considering taking samples from vanous points i ihe systermn and working with
DCH's lab to test for i, f for no olher reason than o rule i oul

Hegardigss, the accusation s serious and the nalure of the commuracaiion igaves me
ihinking we would be advaniaged to bring K Jui,ﬁﬁ' all the agenoies asap o share what
nformation we have and develop 3 response / streening sirategy before the weather
GEIS Warm agai

i reaiize these are long emaiis. Thanks for vour patience,

(o

Brad Wurfel

Communications Director

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
517-284-67 ‘H

From: Shekter Smith, Liane {DEGQ)

Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2015 8:41 AM

To: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ}; Syge, Jim {DEQ); Howes, Sarah {DEQ)

Cc: Shaler, Karen {DEQ); Benzie, Richard {DEQ}; Devereaux, Tracy Jo (DEQ}; Busch, Stephen (DEQ)
Subject: FW: Information Request and Documentation

Importance: High

The district raceived this iate Tussday.

Steve Busch has indicated thet the district has not received a mesting request from lim Henry or the
Genesee County Health Department as mmcazed inn his email below.
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