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From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, January 28, 2015 3:12 PM

To: Prysby, Mike (DEQ)

Subject: RE: Flint issue DEQ points. Please check me for message accuracy?

Thiardg, you rock,

From: Prysby, Mike (DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, January 28, 2015 3:09 PM

To: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Subject: Re: Flint issue DEQ points. Please check me for message accuracy?

Brad
Printed it out....will read and let u know ASAP

Sent from my iPhone

On lan 28, 2015, at 3:06 PM, "Wurfel, Brad {(DEQ}" <3¢ Biumichigan.gon> wrote:
Termy, ai go 3% i thanks oy working hese up. Been rebriefed by o
staff. 50 lel me hrow o some thin S a?sa arg periinant om thal pont

Fobowing the fomal aporoval of Flind inlo the WA TDIWED gent Bl "ﬂi #
etter saving thelr condrach was therely isrminaiad s&’a wome coriain date)
Aocording o our folks, Geneses County has besn using DWED waler
withoud & contract for yaears, Bul Find 'i-c}a,-k i detior o imiply & waler a,a,:'z-:}f'ﬁ

art promptly tumed o DEG with a proposal 10 uses the Fling River Sheir
FHstons Dackyn svs i&am}.

Trhes propesed st ol e oy in the business of waler production, whare
ey histoncadly had Deen %E"E e Dusiness of walsy ‘3%“”%?3&:‘%‘253&;3& L
a%;:s_a:smmd e use of e rver 8% & sourse, bell ‘sﬁv?ﬁf} hat with the propsy
conditions £ oould be mar «msﬁe’j seversl municipalifiss around the siale us
surinee waler supnies nvers) Bissfisld negr Monrgse, Manistigue, and
Alma o names a ey

The oty construcied the Baodity angd DEQ approved Annd/ May 2014
Therg ware 80 ”‘f“ﬁ il ooups. Last summer, therg wara :3 a:a‘:supiaf;z of o

water nolines ssyed, Ones for o walsr st thet showsd o, ool onefora
brenk in hm ater msin



000138

The challenge o using the Fliint River as g scurce is that the condition of
the water is variable and changes with season and weather, L has
substantially more grganic matter than deep lake gources ke Lake Huron.
This organic matter iz mobillized by high waler events, and wanm weather
aiso can acocount for more organic material in the water

The realment of the organic matter 18 done with chloring. One might
conciude that the perennial answer is just {0 use more chiorineg {0 achieve
waler safely, However, al some ooint on the continuum, the chiorine and
organic matier create T THM -~ {olal irihalomethanes - as a byproduct
When the standard for those is excesded aver several consecutive
auariers of testing, the operator of the system g required by law 10 1ssue
oublic notice and submit an approved plan for addresaing the situstion.

You'd note that this reguilatory approach means TTHM {esting s doneg
guarierly. That means people who use the sysiem are exposed io TTHM
for several months before the public notice iz required. s bacause TTHM
s & chronic health threat. Over the long term (measured in decades),
continued exposure can contribute 1o some known health problems. Put in
context, the EPA {(who established the standard and the rule) estimales this
rde prevents an estimated 280 biadder cancer cases each year . oul of
more than 330 million people who use public water supplies arcund the
counry.

i not nothing. State and federal law requires gquarterly testing for TTHM
and that the public be informed of t when three guarters’ worth of
consacutive testing shows elevated TTHM levels, and they must develop a
plan 1o address i Bul iU's not Hke an eminent tyeat 10 public health like &
Coli or even coliform bacteria, which reguire immediate public notification
and response and are part of dally / hourly {esting of public waler supplies.

s olear the nature of the threat was communicated poorly. It's aiso clear
ihat folks i Fiind are concerned aboul other aspects of thelr waler - lasle.
smiell and color being among the top complaints,

The Sate Drinking Water At requires public waler supplies be tested for
more than 40 toxing and pathogens. The act, and the program here in
Michigan, work 1o ensure that waler s safe 1o drink. The act does not cover
aesthelic values of water. Here are some factors affecting the gesthalics of
water in Fliint.

1. #'s the Fliini River. The water supplied by DWSEH historcally came
from Lake MHuron, s softer. With hard water, you get g different

flavor and feel. s why General Motors suspended use of Fliint Waler
2



