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From: Schock, Michael <Schock.Michael@epa.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 2:42 PM

To: Henry, James;Howard Croft;Reynolds, Lawrence

Cc: Lane, Mike;Lytle, Darren;Andy Leavitt;Marc Edwards;Amy Hovey;Brent Wright;Dayne

Walling;donna. cole;Dykema, Linda D. (DHHS);Krisztian, George (DEQ);Gerald (Jed)

Natzke;lamie Gaskin;Jason Lorenz;jmikewright;JoAnne Herman;John O'Brien;Kirk

Smith;larry.koehler@mcc.edu;Laura Sullivan;Michael Glasgow;Wright, Michael;Prysby,

Mike (DEQ);Natasha Henderson;Norb Birchmeier;Pete Levine;Robert

Bincsik;rosejo@msu.edu;Russell Hudson;Samir Matta;Sean Kammer;Busch, Stephen

(DEQ);Warren Green;Wurfel, Brad (DEQ);Anthony Chubb;Kevin Keane;Valacak, Mark
Subject: RE: 3rd Quarter Water Report

i, Al

| inquired of onz of the national factiity engingering managers for YA, with whom {'ve been working on some
building corroston issues i another state.  Here 1o our input for two of the Health Center guestons, which is
more oriented towards how water gualiy {aside from specifically lead) will impact the operation of certam
critical equipment  Studies would be suggested on the impact of the upcoming two water quality changes, as to
how they would impact the operation of medical and other facihities  Local in-facility prefreatment of water for
some uses may be necessary, whether or not it has any lead in it, to prevent scaling or attack on the instruments
temng washed/sterlized  Stainiess steels and other metallic surfaces are not “inert.” There are probably process
water consultants available, perhaps through contacting the Water Quality Associstion, who ¢ould advise on
instrument-specific water pratreasment needs.

Spotting on instrwnents has been noticed in some applications of boiler steam (Hikely due to phosphates), as
well as staining from corrosion {often from steed phumbing). I any water contains appreciable minevals or
substances that can react with scale-forming minerals (like phosphate and carbonate). u will tend 1o leave
deposits, we see this in the stenilizers themiselves The YA maedical facility strives to achieve “lead-fres,” the
imfluent water may have lead in it and there are 30 many components in the whole phumbing and
sterilizer/autoclave sysiems, that totally lead tree is really not achievable Currently an RO system for sterilizer
influent water is being tested. but different cquipiment manufacturers may have their own specifications for
watgr composition that is compatible with the specific metals and allovs in the plurating and at the water
contact surfaces of thetr products. which should be consuled.

For what it’s worth, would also add an observation that though I don’t know of specific siudies, but under the
new the Reduction of Lead in Dirinking Water Act, new household dishwashers are required to be “lead tree” by
the definttion of the Act.

-iytilee

Hamilton Health Center Questions w/ CDC response below:
2. Isit ok to utilize the water for cleaning of instruments?

3. Isit ok to use the water in autoclaving?
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Mickhaet B Sofiock

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
ORD, NRMRL, WSWRD, TTEB

26 West Martin Luther King Drive
Cincinnati, OH 45220

Phone: 5:3.560. 7412
schookumichasl@enagoy

From: Henry, James [mailto:jhenry@gchd.us]

Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 12:55 PM

To: Howard Croft; Reynolds, Lawrence

Cc: Lane, Mike; Lytle, Darren; Andy Leavitt; Marc Edwards; Amy Hovey; Brent Wright; Dayne Walling; donna. cole;
dykemal; George Krisztian (DEQ); Gerald (Jed) Natzke; Jamie Gaskin; Jason Lorenz; jmikewright; JoAnne Herman; John
O'Brien; Kirk Smith; larry.koehler@mcc.edu; Laura Sullivan; Michael Glasgow; Wright, Michael; Mike Prysby (DEQ);
Natasha Henderson; Norb Birchmeier; Pete Levine; Robert Bincsik; rosejo@msu.edu; Russell Hudson; Samir Matta;
Schock, Michael; Sean Kammer; Stephen Busch (DEQ); Warren Green; Wurfel, Brad (DEQ); Anthony Chubb; Kevin Keane;
Valacak, Mark

Subject: RE: 3rd Quarter Water Report

Heilo everyons,

Similar to roany of your organizations the Genesee County Health Departrnent has beesn receving many specific
questions regarding risks from lead. We have partnerad with MDEG s Toxicology Division to try 1o get some answers.
Our rassarch has provided ondy limited information, Attached are EPA, CDC and a faw other documents that hava bean
antremely helnful, but they do rot address many of the speaific questions, Also, copied below is a CDC responss to some
of the quastions,

Please feal fres to comment and add to the st below. IT anyone has official, sclentific or generaily accepted guidance,
please share it i compiie a comprehensive FAQ document and share it back with the group.

Pubilic FAL s
e s it ok toowash frants angd vegetables?
e s it ok to wash dishes?
e s it ok toowash hands and then handie or ezt food?

e it ok to wash clothes? {skin frritations)
e What are risks to pets {any particular pat that may be mora suscaptible} e canary?

Hamilton Health Center Questions w/ CDC response below:

v Can Flint River water be used to wipe down surfaces, counter tops?
2. Is it ok to utilize the water for cleaning of instruments?

3. Is it ok to use the water in autoclaving?

Dr. Arias wrote: We know of no formal guidance on this issue. However, lead in water is measured in parts per
billion. Ambient contamination of surfaces and metals in general is much higher. Lead is also not well absorbed
through skin. Our SMEs would not expect any problems with this practice unless the water is ingested. I'm copying
Mary Jean Brown here who would be available if you have additional questions or need some other follow up.



