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From: Shaler, Karen (DEQ)

Sent: Friday, September 11, 2015 10:01 AM

To: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Cc: Sygo, Jim (DEQ);Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ);Busch, Stephen (DEQ);Thelen, Mary Beth
(DEQ);Feuerstein, Heather (DEQ)

Subject: Need E-Mail ASAP Today - RE: Virginia Tech FOIA

Importance: High

| spoke with Susan Vorce about all of Mr. Edwards’ FOIA requests. She and | agree that | need to
provide him with your e-mail to Ronald Fonger of MLive. When you get in today, please forward it to
me as an attachment to an e-mail so | have just your September 2 e-mail without yesterday’s
response to us. Thanks!

From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2015 4:35 PM

To: Feuerstein, Heather (DEQ); Shaler, Karen (DEQ); Sygo, Jim (DEQ); Thelen, Mary Beth (DEQ)
Cc: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ); Busch, Stephen (DEQ)

Subject: Virginia Tech FOIA

FOIA because he's asking quite specifically for documents regarding something | never said, based
on his recollection of someathing a reporter from the Flint Joumnal read o him over the phone.

| do not see where | have the actual testing that Community Heaith briefed us on

it's a sloppy reguest. We can deny it, or we can just give him this. Took me % of an howr to produce
it by the way.

You call it Thanks,
o]

From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2015 3:28 PM
To: 'Ronald Fonger'

Subject: RE: lead in flint water

Hera's a response from the DEQL Attribute to me. Call me if you have further questions. Thanks, Ron
o

Brad Wurfel
Communications Directoy
fichigan Department of Envirenmental Guaiity

We gre aware thal Virginia Tech resesarchers are now tasting water at various Flint homaes for lead
levels, We appreciats that Virginia Tech's tearm s working on this issue because it brings the public
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spotiight on an important fact: if you have lead water pipes or plumbing fixtures containing lead in
your home, or a lead service conneclion (o the ity system, it 1s very likely you are ingssting some
level of lead. That's just a fact it's true whaethar vou live in Detroil, Dowagiac or Decatur.

And i the City of Flint, thai fact affects 15 000 or more residences.

However, we warit 1o be very cisar that the iead levels being detecled in Fint drinking walsr are nat
oming from the treatment plant or the city's fransrmussion lines. Treated waler leaving the plant has
rio detectable levels of lead in it The issue is how, whether, and to what extent the drinking water is
interacting with lead plumbing in people’s homes.

ft does not appear the Virginia Tech research 1ab is certified, and we can't speak to the sampling
methods being employed (o achieve these resulta. The resuits reported so far fail to track with any of
the lead sampling conductad by the city. In addition, the Virginia Tech results are not reflected by the
blood lead level testing reguizrty conduciad by the state department of commumily heaith that have
not shown any changs since Flint swilched sources,

The slate's compliance monitanng program requires the cily to use certified laborstones and a
standardized, federal testing profocol that looks specifically at the homes in communitias most likely
to experience lead problems The latest results from Flint, obtained from two separate rounds of
testing over the past vear, indicated that Flint drinking water, mesis stats and federal safe drinking
waier standards for lead,

That said, the state has requesiad Flint to ‘optimize’ its water treatment (o further fimit exposure to
lead from plumbing n homes. While statute allows several yesrs for a drinking water systam o
actuaily undertake this process - Detroit took five years o complete ds water optimizalion work -~ we
are encouraging Fint watar system operators {o take these sieps immediately and we are
encouraged by the conversation so far.

Any resident who has concerns about lead in their drinking water should have their water tested at a
certifisd laboratory and get professional consuiiation on how to address it The leading cause of lead
poisening is known t¢ be lead paint and, in some areas, environmental legacy hot spots whers lead 8
present in soits. However, | will say it again’ when homes are fitted with lead piumbing or plumbing
fixtures containing lead, homsowners should assume there 5 some vared level of interaction
between water and pipes that results in lead axposure.

o

From: Ronald Fonger [inailtg: RFONGER1@mlive.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2015 11:40 AM
To: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Subject: RE: lead in flint water

Brad:
if needed, hers is the Hnk to what's been posted today.



