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Rennalcer, Joanne (DEQ_)

From: The Office of Senator Ananich <SenJAnanich@senate.michigan.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 12:46 PM

Subject; Letter Requesting EPA Review of Flint, Ml Water

Attachments: 2015.10.21 EPA Review Reyuest FINAL PDF

Administrator McCarthy and Regiona! Director Hedman,

Piease see the attached letter regarding a request for an EPA review of Flint, Michigan’s water treatment.
Please do not hesitate to contact my office if you have any gquestions. Thani you for your time and attention,
Sincerely,

_ The Office of State Senator Jim Ananich

Michigan Senate Minority Leader
District 27
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Cctober 21, 2015

Gina McCarlhy

Administrator

Unilcd States Environmental Protection Agency
Atfel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Mail Code 61064

Washinglon, DC 20460

Susun Hedman

Regional Administrator

United States Environmental Protection Agency Region 5
Ralph Metcakfc Federal Building

77 Wesrt Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, IL 60604

Re: EPA Revicyy Needed on Flint, Michigan Water Treatment
Administrator McCarthy and Regional Director Hedman,

Today Comgressman Dan Kildee requested that the United States Envirenmental Protection Agency conduct an
investigalion into the water sysiemn in Flinl, Michigan. [ agree that such an investigation is vital to cnsuring that the
people responsible for I'lint’s dangerous waler quality are held accountable. Similar to Congressman Kildee’s request,
[ amn requesting the EPA conduct a review ol the Michigan Departinent of Environimental Quality’s (MDEQ) oversight
of water treatment in I‘lint as pravided for in the l.cad and Copper Rule, 40 CI'R Sec. 147 .80,

Alicr decades of relying on waler [rom the Detroil Waler and Sewcerage Departinent (DWSD), Flinl began treating iis
aown water fitom the Flint River in April 2014 at the behest of state-appointed Emergency Managers. DWSI had used
— and continucs Lo use — anti-carrosion lreatments in i(s water Lo prevent kead leaching {rom an aging infrastracture
into residents’ deinking water. lor 2 number of reasons, taw water tiom the Fint River is significantly more corrosive
than the lake water that DWSD uses. Despite this, Flint chose not to treat the raw Flint River water by any method
traditionally associatcd with preventing lead corrusion. Mulliple consultants and the LI'A advised the city o usc
additional cotrosion control measures, but that advice went unheeded by the City of I'lint and the MDEQ.

IForeseeahly, lcad has heen seeping into I'lint's drinking water for more than a year, causing an alapming risc in the
number of chiidren in Flint with clevated blood lead levels. Indepeudent research conducted by Virginia Tech
professor bare Fdwards indicated high lead fevels in tap waler, and a study led by Hurley Medical Center pediatrician
D, Mona Hanma-Attisha revealed that in high-risk areas of the city, the rate ot lead overexposure ammong children
more than doubled since swilching water sources. Staic daia have confirmed these results,

Additionally, several qucstions remain regarding how I'lint and statc ofTicials conducied water sunipling under the
Lead and Copper Rule, Allegedly, afficials did not targel samples in high-risk ‘Tier 1 locations or repeat locations in
subscquent tests, Consumers were also ingtructed 1o pre-Qush their taps prior o collecting samples, resulling in lower
tead tevel results. it is unclear whethcr a sufficient numher of samples were taken or why MDLQ excluded two high
fead level samples from Flint's July 2015 water quality report.




