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MICHIGAN
DEPARTMENT
OF PUBLIC
HEALTH

MEMORANDUM

Date: April 13, 1989

To: ﬁater Supply Division Staff

A21-16/43

Rt Tt

From: Elgaréﬂé{)

Subject: Lead Contaminalion Act

As you probably have heard, EPA held a news conferance on April 190 to "explain®
the requirements of the Lead Contamination Contrel of 1988, The act basically
deals with lead exposure In schools, especially from water coolers. There are
no direct sampling reduirments for schools in tha act. The act raquiras EPA to
develop a list of water coolers that may be lead lined or are "non lead free".
It also requires the states to develop a program to assist school systems in
assesaing Lhe exposure of lead in their water syslems. This news conference
caught us by surprise.

Rich Overmyer and I have developed a leller to be sent Lo the schools, day care
centers and local health departments explaining their regquirements and that the
state will be developing a plan to assist the schools, Rich had been working
on this prior to the news conference amd had planned on this type of mailing.
Along with thils letter we are sanding EPA's list of lead lined and non lead free
watey coolers. We hope to get this letter out as scon as posggible but it has
to be signed by the directors of tLhree departments. We also plan Lo sand a copy
of this letter directly to the envirenmental health directors with a cover ietter
in case the letter to the administrators does not get to them,

If you get duastions frem school adminisztrators or loczl health departments you
can forward them to Rich or I, :
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MEMORANDUM

10: Local Health Departmant DATH: 4/15/88
Fnvironmental Health Direectors

MICHIGAN FROM: Wiliiam A. Kelley, P.E., Chkii,;%%éf,.//}/:‘ {/gg%//;%?
DEPARTMENT Division of Watar Supply /éf"xﬂ/ é?/d’
Of PUBLIC Bureau of DInvironmental and Occupational Health

HEALTH Michigan Department of Public Health

SUBJECT: MNotification At Schools

The attached packet of information on the EPA required lead notlce will be sent
out Ly this Department to all school superintendents in order to help them meet
their obligation for public notification as required under part 141.34 of The
Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments, PL 29-39% of 1986,

The notice is required of all community and nontransient water supplies.
Community suppilies have already begun this notification process, the schools
should baegin shortly, and wa will provide a similar notice for the
business/industry nontransient supplies on the noncommunity water supply
inventory. The notificatien is required to begin before June 19, 1088,

We anticipate that this mandated lead notification will penerate numerous phone
calls and guestions regarding lead in drinking water, Basically the lead issuc
involves contamination from lead components of potable water plping (lead pipe,
solder, and Flux} as opposed to source contamination of ground or surface watar.
Studies in Michigan and elsewhere have shown that where there are lead plumbing
components, levels of lead exceeding the 050 parts per million MCL may be found
when the water has been in contact with the lead for an extended period of time,
The levels vary wlth the aggressiveness of the water, time, and other factors,
Fortunataely, tests also indlcate that flushing Lhe piping matisfactorily reduces
the lead levels. Based on these findings, we ara raccommending that nomntransient
supplies implement a routine flushing of potable water lines each morning or
especlially after weekends or holidays. Home owneys, and other consumers should
fellow similay procedures prior to using the water fer drinking or cooking,

We expect that there will bhe numsrous raquests for sampling eof lead. We are in
the process of sampling nontransient supplles for metals including lead and most
community supplies have been sampled for metals in the past. However, Lhese
samples normally represent the water guality at the source. Thay would not
necesserily be a good indicator of the lead content of drinlking water from a
worst case scenarioc, ie, whaere a distribution system contains lead components and
a sample is collected without flushing from a line that has not been used aver a
waekend., It is not practical or reasonable to attempt to sample distribution
systems, service lines, homes, and nontransiant potable water piping to determine
what we know can occur, eapecially when flushing willl effectively and reasonably
address the concern.
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