
From Lindsey Smith lmsmi@umich.edu

Sent Monday December 28 2015 411 PM

To Wurfel Brad DEQ
Cc Murray David GOV Wyant Dan DEQ
Subject Re FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Independent Review Confirms State Made Decision to

Use Flint River Failed to Ensure Corrosion Control

10-4 Cant fit into 40 second headline but will quote in web version Best

On Mon Dec 28 2015 at 330 PM Wurfel Brad DEQ WurfeiBrnichigan.gov wrote

We agreed wfth the fndftigs the Audftor GenerVs revew The fndftigs Ugn wfth our nterna department revew We

ppredate the Audftor Genera work to provide fair nd weU consdered ook some key ksues

Brad Wurf

Communctons Director

Michigan Department of Envronmenta Quaity

wu rIb ch ga n.gov

PPi ceH

From Lindsey Smith

Sent Monday December 28 2015 217 PM

To Wurfel Brad DEQ
Subject Re FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Independent Review Confirms State Made Decision to Use Flint River Failed to

Ensure Corrosion Control

did Gladly cause you know theres hell of lot more in that than how these two would like to paint things

Anyway let me know if you do want to have say deadline 330p please and thanks

On Mon Dec 28 2015 at 211 PM Wurfel Brad DEQ Wurfe1Bªnuichigangov wrote



Did you get copy of the letter

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 28 2015 at 146 PM Lindsey Smith lmsrni@urnich.edu wrote

Hi Brad

Not sure if theyre just late to the party or sitting on this or what its dated Dec 23rd but editors

have deemed this worthy of couple spot news headlines today Let me know ifyoud like to

comment

Best

Forwarded message

From Angela Wittrock

Date Mon Dec 28 2015 at 101 PM
Subject FOR IIVIIMEDIATE RELEASE Independent Review Confirms State Made Decision to

Use Flint River Failed to Ensure Corrosion Control

To Angela Wittrock AWittrocksena te niich an.gov

FOR IMIIVIEDIATE RELEASE Contact Angela Wittrock

December 28 2015 Phone 517 775-443

Independent Review Confirms State Made Decision to Use Flint River Failed

to Ensure Corrosion Control

Lawmakers Ananich Neeley cal/for more answers resources

LANSING Mich Senate Democratic Leader Jim Ananich DFlint and State Representative

Sheldon Neeley DFlint responded today to an independent review that confirmed that

Michigans Department of Environmental Quality failed to ensure proper corrosion control was

used to treat Flint River water and that the State was responsible for the decision to use the river

as the City of Flints primary drinking water source

The letter from the State Auditor General was the initial response to questions raised by Sen

Ananich in October The Auditor General is working on more thorough review and expects to

have additional information in the coming months



The Auditor General has provided an important piece of this puzzle and Im sure the extended

report they are working on will reveal additional information Sen Ananich said Whats clear

is that corrosion control should have been used and there are serious failings in our system that

must be addressed Between the FOIA emails released recently and these findings its obvious

that legislative oversight is the best way to see how all of these pieces fit together expect

holding hearings to be high on the agenda when the Legislature returns

In response to the question about whether corrosion control treatment should have been

maintained when the switch for the water source was made to the Flint River the Auditor

General letter concludes We believe that corrosion control treatment should have been

maintained

With regard to how the decision was made about using the Flint River as the primary drinking

water source the letter states Although the Flint City Council voted in March 2013 in support

of moving to the KWA pipeline the vote was silent on the use of Flint River water as

temporary drinking water source

This is contrary to recent claims that somehow this local vote was in favor of using the river

This is another example of how the state failed initially and continues to fail by not treating this

situation like the emergency it is Rep Neeley said We need answers we need action and we
need them sooner rather than later

Sen Ananich and Rep Neeley have been calling for legislative hearings and more aggressive

response since the Flint water crisis began They also have been working with local and federal

officials on securing additional resources to make safe water available to all residents and to

combat the health impacts of the lead that has been consumed

note copy of the Auditor General letter is available upon request

Angea Wfttrock

Press Secretary
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