
From Kaffer Nancy nkaffer@freepress.com

Sent Friday November 06 2015 228 PM

To Wurfel Brad DEQ
Cc Murray David GOV
Subject RE Need comment ASAP

The state doesnt run rnundpa drinking water systems but does sign off on their pans for water treatment -- yes

ft the states assertion that ft mktakeny apped an arnbguousy worded standard ft seems to me that the xstence

of report MDEQs possession before the swftch that indicated the need for--and cost of-- corrosion contro shoud

have prompted further nvestgaton Do you disagree

BTW per this report phosphates woud hive cost $60 day

Nancy Kaffer

Co urn st

Detroit Free Press

31 32226585

nancykaffer abetteirn

From Wurfel Brad DEQ
Sent Friday November 06 2015 224 PM

To Kaffer Nancy

Cc Murray David GOV D1rgo
Subject RE Need comment ASAP

These questions aD make the presupposfton that the state actuay runs muncpa
drnkng water systems Every muncpa drnkng water system requfted by aw to

have certffied operator on staff Fnts case they added outside expertise on

contract as we as having certified operator The nuance your question the dea

that they dont do anythng ocay without being tod to do so by the State Not the case

at aL Penty of systems around the state make adjustments to their drnkng water

system wthfti gudenes The DEQ staff offer counse and gukiance but States forrna

roe to serve as reguator not operator

Fnt cornmssoned the report you mentioned they ignored the recommendaUons

appenthx of the report they commssoned they can probaby best expan why Our

take was that Fnt was to run two consecutve tests of the system to determne

optmzaton needs The US EPA finay came out wth ts finished guidance on that

and thstrbuted nationaUy ths week ve encosed ft We were peased that they

acknoMedged the Lead and Copper rue worded ambguousy on continued

corrosion controL The carificafion wifi hep Mchgan and every other state going

forward



Your second quesUons aso more appropratey thrected to Fhnt The cfty made the

decson to use the river the hstorc backup as their primary DEQs roe was to

oversee necessary changes to the drnkng water pant to ensure the water met Safe

Drnkng Water standards

To your fina question recaU ft was rentroduced when the Fnt Cfty Counc voted 71

to johi KaregnondL and DWSD responded by senthng Fnt oneyear contract

termnaton nofice Whe that notice was not shutoff notice ft dd sgna that the

contract rates for water woud be termnated and thus open for renegoflaUon But

again this question best addressed by the cfty

These issues wW undoubtedy be considered by the Governors After Action Revew
Task Force Unth that revew finazed we dont have much more to say about ft The

DEQ now focused on mpernenUng the Governors Opont pan to protect kids and

famWes Fnt which ncudes free tap fUters for cfty residents as precaution free

home water testing and chdrens bood tests for dty residents and an

unprecedented ook at potenUa for ead exposure the cfty schoos among other

things

Brad Wurfi

CornmuncaUons Drector

Mchgan Dpartrnent of Envronrnenta QuaUty

517-284-6713

PPI peV


