
From Tommasulo Karen DEQ
Sent Monday January 26 2015 201 PM

To Murray David GOV
Subject FW interview for article on Flint drinking water

Hi Dave

Heres the info Steve Busch on our drinking water staff has already sent to Chastity didnt realize the question on the

mayors letter to the Governor was just one question in string of them so it looks like he did provide quite bit of

information already However he has not had any other conversation with her

Sara said you would be in touch on coordinating response so wanted to make sure you had all the info Let me know

how youd like to proceed Karen

From Busch Stephen DEQ
Sent Monday January 26 2015 109 PM

To Wurfel Brad DEQ Shekter Smith Liane DEQ Benzie Richard DEQ Prysby Mike DEQ Datema Maggie

DEQ Tommasulo Karen DEQ
Subject FW interview for article on Flint drinking water

FYL Bridge Magazine request for nforrnation Se bow Note Letti to Governor office deferred to Governors Office

at this time

Stephen Busch PE

Linsng and Jackson Dstrct Supervsoi

Office of Drinking Water and Munipa Assktance

MD EQ

517-64323i4

From Busch Stephen DEQ
Sent Monday January 26 2015 107 PM

To Chastity Pratt

Subject RE interview for article on Flint drinking water

Pratt Peae sie rEsponses to your questftns beow

StEphen Busch PE

Lansing nd Jackson Dktrct Supervsor

OfiThe of Drnkng Water and Muncp Asstanc

MD EQ

l7643-2314

From Chastity Pratt

Sent Monday January 26 2015 1135 AM

To Busch Stephen DEQ
Subject interview for article on Flint drinking water

Hi
am reporter for Bridge Magazine working on deadline story about Flints drinking water My story will

focus on state involvement and state policy



My major questions

Several agencies and officials are involved can you clarify DEQs role in the Flint water situation

The City of Fnt water system one of over 1400 Cornmunty Water Systems Mchgn reguated under the Mthgan

Safe Drnkng Water Act 1976 PubUc Act 399 as amended which ncorporates requrement of the federa Safe

Drnkng Water Act The DECj Office of Drnkng Water and Muncpa Assktance has been given authority for oversight

of these reguatons DEQ reguatory oversight many conducted through nspectons review of rnonftorng

nformaton this ncude srnpe resufts and operations data ssuance of construction permits for water systems and

pannng reabty emergency response cpt improvement operation and mantenance etc As both communfty

water systems and the DEO desire the mutua goa of safe water the DEQ works proctvey partnership with water

systems to provide corn pnce sssthnce Thk ako ndudes actMtes such as source water protection and

nfrastructure funcflng

What is the DEQs response to the mayors request for assistance

As ndcatd by phone this etter was drected to the Governors Office and shoud be foHowed up with that office for

response at thk point time

What on-going testing is DEQ doing with Flint water and how often

Th City requred to foflow aH state and fder montorng requremnts under Act 399 Thk nducks ampe anysk
of over 90 contamnnts wfth heth bsd ddnkng water standards aong wfth montorng of ts source treatment nd
dstrbuton operatons Sampe anysk frequency based on the spcTh contmnant type ts eve of detection

any and ts potnt arabUty

regards to tot cohform nd coh bctEr compUnci rnonftorng the Cfty requfred to nyze east 100

sampe each rnonthy comphance period from ts dktæbuton system

regards to Tota Trhaomthne ITTHM compftane montodng the Cty required to coHict quartEdy sampfts from

ocaton ts dstrbuton system The TTHM standard bsd on Running Annua Average for each of the

octons rather than ndvdua srnpe rEsuft The octon and tmng of these smpis bsd on worst ae
condftons the water system to denUfy the highest eve of ong term exposurE

So far how many drinking water violations have occurred in Flint since the switch to Flint River water

and what sanctions if any does the city face

The City has had th foHowng Mxmum Contarnnnt Lve MCL tandrd voatons

ECo Acute bctir MCL voton August 2014

iota Cohform bactera MCLvoaton SEptembr 2014

TTHM octon runnng annua average MCI voaton Otober-Decembr quartEr of ftes

There are genray two requirements regards to th voatons Pubc NothThaton and correctve action

ubhc Notice for acute hEafth threats hke the eco MCL must bE made wthn 24 hours of the voaton

ubhc Notice for non-acute heath threats such as tot cohform bctra and TTHM must he made wfthn 30 days of the

vo at on

Correctv aton rEgardng bacter clitectons generdy nvoves taking steps to dknfect nd rEpaft the affected areas

nd smpng to obtain conflrmaton the bacteria source has been addressed



The Oty has remained compance wfth this standard for each of the monthly monftoring periods since September

ncuding thus far in January

Corrective action for TTHM nvoves taking steps to reduce the amount of TTHM so that they are beow the

standard The Oty is required to compete an Operational Evauation report within 90 days of the vioation This report

ndudes examination of treatment and dstribution operational practices source water quality treatment changes

storage tank operations excess storage capacity distribution system flushing treatment probems that contribute to

TTHM formation The Oty proactvey completed an Operationa Evuaton foowing sampe results from August 2014

and now competng another operatona evaluation further evauated based on nformation from the November

monftorng November monitoring showed indMdual sample resufts now beow the standard at of ocatons

However as noted comphance determined based on running nnu average at each oct kin

What does DEQ tell Flint residents who call DEQ with concerns about discolored water

Caers ndftatng dkcooraton or other sthetftwter quaHty ksues are directed to contact the FUnt DPW to aHow the

DPW staff to nvestgte the stuaton Generay coor odor and taste are aesthetic water quity issues not re ted to

any heth hsed standards ncudng tot coform bcte ecoU bactera nd TTHM

Treated water monitored for coor at the Water Treatment Punt as part of ts operation and has not been

abnormaL The City of Hint has over 500 mes of dstrbuton ppng and condftons some soated sections of water

main ppng or prkiate premise pumhng may cause changes to aesthetic condftons such as coor taste or odor

Those are my major questions Could you please give me call today

Chastity Pratt Dawsey

Reporter

Bridge Magazine/The Center for Michigan

28 Adams Suite 330 Detroit MI 48226gc
PPI


