
From Wurfel Sara GOV
Sent Wednesday October 31 2012 1234 PM
To Snyder PPI

Cc MuchmöeçDºrinGOV Roberts John GOV Scott Allison GOV Lasher Geralyn

GOV Silfven Ken GOV
Subject FW Genesee Co water supply project TODAYs FLINT JOURNAL

Attachments Genesee County Water issue.doc Flint Emergency Manager Michael Brown says selling city

water and sewer systems cant be ruled out.docx

Importance High

Governor--

Just wanted you to be aware of potent ksue --- Genesee Co water suppy --- that you my get asked shout today

from FUnt mecfia

Recent news artdes how nd one atthched from earUer thk year that taks about then Emergency Managers Mike

Browns comments Ako attached href hktory nd tmeUne from DEQ and quick summary heow from Treasury as

theyi he meeting wfth Hnt nd Detroft offldak tomorrow

Bottom ne this has been an ongoing issue ind sets up potenta conthct between these two communtes Miny Fnt

and Gnese Co offldas say it wH save the city and rgon much money Dtroft says ft wont be cost-effectve and is

very much opposed Treasury wH be getting the detas tomorrow of the proposed pipene pan and doesnt have an

opnon yet Because of the EM sftuaton ind partcuars ft requftes state approv for FUnt to partdpite Wfthout Fnts

partdpaton rest of arei Ukey cant cover Though sounds ke EM Kurtz is now eanng toward moving the ppene
direction Treasury recommends avery high eve response at thk time We agree

Pease us know thers anything se you may need or want on this front

Offd frnm Ft Cirnty Dtrt meet wfth stt trsury regkn wtr future fficis Oct
31

http//www.mvecom/news/flnt/ndex.ssf/2O12/1O/othdas from genesee countyhtm

ithk fur giant tep thwrd budrg wtr pipiOct 28
http//www.mvecom/news/flnt/ndex.ssf/2O12/1O/ppeUne tmeUne heres what t.htm

GsCwtypprcws brrwig $3 mHi th bud Lake Huron wt pp ithke

http//www.mvecom/news/thnt/ndex.ssf/2O12/1O/genesee county puts up 35 mWhtm

From Buhs Caleb Treasury

Sent Wednesday October 31 2012 1146 AM

To Wurfel Sara GOV Stanton Terry Treasury

Subject RE Genesee Co water supply project TODAYs FLINT JOURNAL

The artde correct we wifi he meetng wfth both proponents nd opponents of the potenta ppene project There

snt much to say this point Treasury does not have an opnon yet as we wU be getting the fu hrefng tomorrow

Here what we know



-A group proposing water ppehne from Lake Huron to the Fhnt Metro area which woud ernnate the need to

purchase water from Detroit Water and Sewer Department DWSD

-The design and cost estimates have yet to be competed

-The Cty of Fhnt has contributed about $253Ok towards the costs of the stuthes

-DWSD opposed to the pan for the obvious reason that they woud ose customers DWSD othcak have pointed out

that study was done the 9Os that conduded that project of this nature woud not be cost effective

-This woud ow Hint to contro ther own water costs and quaUty and provde opportunftes ndustæa growth

Since Treasury offlcas have not been hrfed on thE nformaUon yet wouki keep the statEment from th Governor

rather hgh-kveL sornethng ke

Treasury of cfts are metng tomorrow to get the dtak of the proposed ppeUn pan Unth thE utrntec oats re
known nd the varous stuthes have been condwted the bneflts to the dtzEns of Fhnt and Genesee County cannot he

dEtermned

Fee free to cV me you have any questons

Ceb

From Wurfel Sara GOV
Sent Wednesday October 31 2012

To Buhs Caleb Treasury Stanton Terry Treasury

Subject FW Genesee Co water supply project TODAYs FLINT JOURNAL

Importance High

Per our quick converaton earUr Caih Any update you can provide ASAP from TrEasury roe nd prspectve wV bE

gra

From Wurfel Brad DEQ
Sent Wednesday October 31 2012

To Wurfel Sara GOV
Subject RE Genesee Co water supply project TODAYs FLINT JOURNAL

Officials fromFlint Genesee County
Detroit to meet with state treasuty on

regions water future officials say

By thi y1vorn
fl Ct 31 2012 71 AM uDdd 31 2012 717 AM
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GENESEE COUNTY MI In meeting of all the major stakeholders the city of Flint is expected to

make its ease to the state Thui sdav that joining regional effort to bui new pipeline from Lake

Huron is the best option for Flints future water

The meeting is expected to include representatives from Flint emergency financial manager Ed

Kurtzs administration as well as the Genesee County Drain Commissioners Office Detroit Water and

Sewerage Department and thr Michigan Treasury department Flint officials said this week

The state is looking to bring all the parties to one place to look at the numbers said Howard Croft

Fhnts director of infrastructure All the pros and cons arid all the people involved will be in the

room

Flint and Genesee County have been getting water from Detroit under oear contract that is now

expired and are looking to break away because of continuing price increases

Officials with the Flint emergency managers office have been exploring several options for water

since the city was taken over by the state in December The options included treated Flint River water

as well as blending Detroit water with Flint River water

Now Flint authorities say joining with Genesee County officials on building new pipeline from

Lake Huron is the best bet in order to stabilize Flint water rates over the long term

The pipeline would service wider region that could also include Lapeer Sanilac County and Lapeer

County called the Karegnondi Water Authority

Were comfortable with the work weve done We believe the numbers bear out Croft said This is

taking it to the next level taking it to the state and saying these are our options



Kurtz said that under the emergency financial manager law the state treasurer h. as to sign off oii any

deal more than $50000 which certainly applies to the pipeline project thats expected to cost the

threecounty region up to $300 million

The Genesee County Board of Commissioners took steps last week to borrow up to $35 million to

cover the initial construction costs for the pipeline

Genesee County Drain Commissioner Jeff Wright said he was asked to attend the meeting Thursday

in Lansing He said his office will be glad to he there to answer any questions about the KWA

proposal

County officiais claim that continuing to buy water from the city of Detroit will cost the region $2.1

billion during the next 25 years By building pipeime that cost would no more than $i billion over

the same period

Its cheaper to build our own system than to continue to pay more and more to ti city of Detroit

Wright said This is about the least expensive way for our people to get the best quality water

Croft said the Flint River isnt the best option for Flints primary source because of con..cerns about

capacity during drought conditions an. questions about what the city and county would rely on a.s

their staterequired backup source which is currently the river

If the city were to make the Flint River its primary source major upgrades would have to he made to

the da.ms and other infrastructure Croft said

Blending river water with Detroit water would still leave Flint vulnerable to future rate increases from

Detroit he said

Going with the KWA pipeline on the other hand would mean fixed water cost Croft said

lot of things are conditional with blending Croft said Thats .ot good scenario for us Wre

looking for iongterrn solution not shortterm one

Still no decisions have been finalized he said

The state has to support any decision of this magnitude he said This is about us making the hest

informed decisioni we can make

Brad Wurfe

Comrnuncatons Drector



Mchgan Department of Envronmenta Quaty
517241J395 office

PPI ce

From Mime James DEQ
Sent Wednesday October 31 2012

To Wurfel Brad DEQ
Cc Fisher Brant DEQ LeBaron Andrew DEQ
Subject Genesee Co water supply project

See ft the attached fies give you what you need Brant Fisher Andy LeBaron are probaby the best

peope to tak to about this project

Jrn Mne Great Lakes Shoreands Unit Chief

Water Resources Dvson
Dept of Envronmenta Quaty

ph 51 737346O8 fax 51 7373691

emaU


