From: Waurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 2:24 PM

To: Murray, David (GOV); Brown, Jessica (GOV); Wurfel, Sara (GOV)
Cc: Muchmore, Dennis (GOV)

Subject: FW: flint water

Mir. Edwards with Virginia Tech posted some pretly iresponsible stulf on his sile ioday. The Flint
Journal asked for our perspsctive.

We were holding off last week. That has officially ended.

Lat me know if you have guestions or concermns. Thanks!

From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 2:20 PM
To: 'Ronald Fonger'

Cc: Busch, Stephen (DEQ)

Subject: RE: flint water

FHor,

As we discussed last waek, the state DEG 15 just as perplexad by Edwards’ resulis as he seems 1o De
by the City's test resulls, which are done according 1o state and federal sampling guidelings and
analyzed in cartified labs,

When | said we were unsure how the Virginia Tech tgam got its resulls, thal's not the same as being
surprised that they got them. There are g congervatively estimated 15,000 old homes with lead
plumbing in Flint alone, and this group specializes in iooking for high lead problems. They pull that
ratbit out of that hat everywhere they go. Nobody should be surprized when the rabbit comes out of
the hat, even if they can't figure out how it is done.

iUs scientifically probable a rasearch team that specializes in looking for lead in watsr could have
found it in Flint when the city was on its old water supply. We wor't know that, because they've only
ust arrived iy town and quickly proven the theory they set oul 1o prove, and while the sigte
appraciagtes academic participation in this discussion, offering broad, dire public heatlth advice hassd
on some guick testing could be seen as fanning political flames responsibly. Residents of Fling
concarnad gbout the health of thelr community dort need more of that,

Az | mentioned last week, the issue here isn't Flint's waler source or walter plants. it's the high
nurnber of older omes will ead pipes and lsad service connections. Anyone with lead plumbing in
thelr homes should recognize there's some communication of lead from that.

The state and the EFA are working together in Fiint - have been from the start, and we are in regular
communication with federal courterparts 1o discuss Flint water. The stale's program has been in
place, proteciing communily water supplies for more than 40 years around the stale. The regson this
conversation bagan 1s because we have lead and copper rules; the city met the state and faderal
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standard, and has agreed to further optimize #s system to even further reduce lsad levels, but let’s be
clear lead pipes means some lead n walsr, at some level Folks who have concerns shoulid get a
water apecialist {0 8ke a look at their home and see what they need to do o achieve peace of mind,
pecause lead and copper are home plumbing problems that no walsr source can eliminate entirely.

D

Brad Wurfel

Compmunications Director

Michigan Departrent of Environmental Guality
517-284-6713

PPI cell

From: Ronald Fonger [mailio:RFONGERI@milve.com]
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 11:39 AM

To: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ)

Subject: flint water

Brad:

This was posted by the Virginia Tech researchers this morning.

Since a part of it speaks directly to MDEQ’s involvement in the Flint water situation, | wanted to see if we can get a
comment from you for an initial story that | hope to post in about two hours.

Thanks,

Fcko/ fflintwaterstudy.ora/ 201 5/ 0% our-sampling-of-252-iow-risk-homss-demonstrates-g-high-lead-in-water-
risic-flint-should-be-falling-to-mest-the-epa-lead-and-copper-rulef

Ron Fonger
MLive Media Group
Reporter

email rfongerl@rmlive.com
address 540 S. Saginaw St. #101, Flint MI 48502




