
From Wurfel Brad DEQ
Sent Friday March 13 2015 402 PM

To Wurfel Sara GOV Murray David GOV
Subject READ THIS PLEASE

Attachments FOIA Request Flint Water.doc

Potca flank cover out of City of FHnt today regarding the spke Legonnares cases See endosed

Aso area rnnsters put shot over the bow ast nght MRS with ca for Snyder to dedare state

of emergency there and somehow fix the water stuaton

may be very advBntageous to get Treasury Govs office DCH DEQ and Fhnt EM around tabe

Monday to do the foowng
Update on what the Cfty donq
Update on what County Heath department working on

Dscusson of whet we mcTht afi do next

Coordnaton of cornmuncaton messages

Dd not want to reach out to Dennis without your approva support Pease advse

From Busch Stephen DEQ
Sent Friday March 13 2015 347 PM

To jhenry@gchd.us

Cc Prysby Mike DEQ Shekter Smith Liane DEQ
Subject RE Information Request and Documentation

Mr Henry

The January 27 2015 FOA request you provided was dftected to the Oty of Fnt not the DEQ The DEQ has no record

of FOA request from your office for such informiton our understanding that the Cfty has responded to your

FOA request has hped you adequatey redefine your request wthn the Otys scope of pubc record to address such

ambgufties is any addftiona ireas of concern and provdad you with additona information beyond the scope of

your request

The DEQfuHy recognizes the pubc heafth threat posed to indMduas that contract Legonnaires Dseas wfth the

understanding that the dsase is not contracted by ngeston of potabe water and therefore not rguated under the

fedra Safe Drinking Water Act Your emai bow dams that you have exp dty expaned the sftuaton to our

Department However snce contacUng our ofiThe eary ast October to ndcat rsi in cases have not ricived

ny further niormation regarding your nvEstgUon nto this matter

Further condusons that egoneHa is coming from the puhhc watEr system wfthout th preentaton of any

substantatng evdne from your epdemioogic investigation appears prrnature and prejudie toward that end

ft hghy unkey that ftgonda woud be present in treated water corning from the Cfty of Hint water tretrnent punt

given the treatment punts use of ozone aong wfth compite treatment and chorni disinfect contact time to ompy
with 1edra suriace water treatment ruis for potabe water DetecUons of tota coUform or heterotrophc bacteda

the City pubhc watEr distnbuton sytem ndftati an nvironment where bacteria growth may be



supported However there is no direct correlation that can be made to the presence of egioneUa While total organic

carbon levels in potable water may serve as food source for bacteria growth in private plumbing system water

temperatures in the Citys distribution system are below legionella growth range and chlorine residual levels would also

hmit such growth

Our office agrees that water main breaks water leaks and system repairs are possible vectors for legionella to enter the

public water system These should be irwestigated as part of your epidemiology DEQ staff can be made avaable to

assist GCHD and the City regarding such matters but to date no request by GCHD for any such meeting has been

received let alone declined as alleged in your email

If GCHD is seeking assistance to complete its epidemiological investigation regarding this matter such resource requests

should he directed to the Michigan Department of Community Heafth Our Office agrees that rnufti-agency

partnership would be beneficial to move forward and develop unified response In that respect if our Officec an be of

any further assistance you may contact me directly

Stephen Busch P.E

Lansing and Jackson District Supervisor

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance

MD EQ

5I7643-23i4

From Henry James jhenrygchdus
Date March 10 2015 at 64017 PM EDT
To Howard Croft o1gc11\flnit corn Mike Prysby DEQ pr\ sbnigni hEgan go
Elizabeth Murphy ernurphycityofffint corn Natasha Henderson

nhendersoncitvofflint corn Jerry Ambrose gamhrose49grnai corn Dayne Walling

Cc Valacak Mark MVALACAKgchdus Cupal Suzanne scupalgchdus Hasan

Shurooq shasangchdus Childs Bonnie BI1iLLDSgchd.us Hallwood Dawn
dhallwoodgchd.us Johnson M.D Gary GJOH\iSQ.Jgc.hcL

Subject Information Request and Documentation

Hello everyone

The Genesee County Health Department has made several written and verbal requests for specific

information since October 2014 including Freedom of Information Act Request on January 27 2015

The information still has not been received and the citys lack of cooperation continues to prevent my
office from performing our responsibilities

The Genesee County Health Department has the responsibility to conduct illness investigations and

consider all potential sources this is not optional In 2014 Genesee County experienced significant

increase of confirmed Legionella illnesses relative to previous years Legionella can be deadly

waterborne disease that typically affects the respiratory system

The increase of the illnesses closely corresponds with the timeframe of the switch to Flint River

water The majority of the cases reside or have an association with the city Also McLaren Hospital

identified and mitigated Legionella in their water system This is rather glaring information and it needs to

be looked into now prior to the warmer summer months when Legionella is at its peak and we are

potentially faced with crisis

This situation has been explicitly explained to MDEQ and many of the citys officials want to make sure

in writing that there are no misunderstandings regarding this significant and urgent public health issue

The Trihalomethane issues pale in comparison to the potential public health risks of Legionella



am submftting the attached FOIA request again and requesting that the lega obgaUons of the request

are met if the information is not available please et me know In the past have requested to meet with

the water plant staff and MDEQ regarding Legionella concerns did not receive response from the

water plant staff and MDEQ decned think it is in the best nterest for all stakeholders that we meet and

discuss the ssues

Respectfully

Jim

Jim F-Ienry

Jim Henry RS MBA
Environrnental Health Supervisor

Genesee County Health Department www.gchd.us

630 Saginaw St Suite

Flint Ml 48502-1540

Phone 810 257-3618 Fax 810 257-3125

E-mail innchcL


