
From Fiedler Jay DCH
Sent Friday September25 2015 1110AM
To Bohm Susan DCHShannon DCH Timothy DCH
Subject Fwd Directors Office Assignment -- Flint need update asap

Attachments Flint Testing and EBLL5_2.xlsx ATT00001 .htm

Passing along Havent read the whole thing

Jay Fiedler

IVIDHHS SIDE Section Manager
517/335-9516

Begin forwarded message

From Miller Corinne DCH Mi11erC39rnichigangov

Date September24 2015 at 11620 PM EDT
To Priem Wesley DCH priernwrnichigangov Fiedler Jay DCH
FiederJmichigangov
Cc Dykema Linda DCH DykeniaLimichigan.gov

Subject FW Directors Office Assignment -- Flint need update asap

Wes per the EPA request to you the attachment contains two graphics on childhood blood lead

testing in Flint

Jay this information likely will be shared with the local health department if it hasnt been

already there is an IVIDHHS childhood lead poisoning health educator in the Flint-area because

the IVIDHHS toxicologists IVIDEQ and the county health department spoke last week about the

development of standard messaging related to lead in drinking water

Original Message

From Peeler Nancy DCH
Sent Tuesday July 28 2015 257 PM
To Anderson Paula DCH Miller Corinne DCH Travis Rashmi DCH Moran Susan

DCH Grijalva Nancy DCH Fink Brenda DCH
Cc Priem Wesley DCH Dykema Linda DCH Bouters Janese DCH Barr Jacqui

DCH
Subject RE Directors Office Assignment -- Flint need update asap

apologize for the delay in responding more specifically to this assignment it took some time to

review our Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention program data to see if it might contribute to

the understanding of the situation in Flint with their water supply Here is what we found

We looked at lead testing results for May 2014-April 2015 which is the 12 month time frame

just after Flint started drawing their water from the river water source changed in April

2014 We compared lead testing rates and lead testing results to the same time frame for the

previous years to see if there were any patterns that suggested that there were increased rates

of lead poisoning after the water supply was switched Per the attached charts

Lead testing rates remained about the same from year to year chart on the right

There was spike in elevated blood lead tests from July-September 2014 chart on the left
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gold line

However that pattern was not terribly different from what we saw in the previous three years

especially in 2011-2012 we are working with our Epidemiologist to statistically verify any

significant differences

We commonly see seasonal effect with lead related to people opening and closing

windows more often in the summer which disturbs old deteriorating paint on the windows sills

and sashes Window fans frequently blow and spread the lead dust from the deteriorating paint

to other parts of the roomlhouse We suspect that the summer data spike may be related to this

effect

If the home water supply lines and/or river water were contributing to elevated blood lead

tests we expected that the increased rates would extend beyond the summer but they drop quite

bit from September to October stayed low over the winter and are just starting to tail up again

in the spring of 2015

So upon review we dont believe our data demonstrates an increase in lead poisoning rates that

might be attributable to the change in water source for Flint We recognize that lead exposure

via the water is only small piece of what may be happening for families in Flint however we

hope the information is helpful

Nancy Peeler

Original Message

From Anderson Paula DCH
Sent Wednesday July 22 2015 531 PM
To Miller Corinne DCH Travis Rashmi DCH
Cc Priem Wesley DCH Dykema Linda DCH Peeler Nancy DCH Bouters Janese

DCH Barr Jacqui DCH
Subject Directors Office Assignment -- Flint need update asap

Importance High

Good afternoon

Please see the message below received from the Directors office just before If at all possible

please provide an update of what you may or may not know ASAP today if at all

possible Include Nancy Grijalva and Sue Moran in the response Thank you

Original Message

From Miller Mark DCH
Sent Wednesday July 22 2015 528 PM
To Anderson Paula DCH
Subject RE Flint need update asap

Theres an article from the metro times located

http //wwvv metrotimes com/Biogs/archves/2O 5/07/i

Based on this it sounds like at least one family might have had child with elevated lead blood

levels which might or might not have come from the water Sounds like the issue is old lead

service lines but their seems to be some difference of opinion on appropriate testing methods
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Id send this over to Linda Dykema Wes Priem and Nancy Peeler for their comments

DEQ has jurisdiction over municipal water supplies but we do have program to follow-up on

children with elevated blood lead levels so think it would be appropriate for the folks above to

discuss the situation and recommend any action

Mark

Original Message

From Anderson Paula DCH
Sent Wednesday July 22 2015 451 PM
To Miller Mark DCH
Cc Moran Susan DCH
Subject FW Flint need update asap

Importance High

Nancy requested an answer TODAY Thanks

Original Message

From Grijalva Nancy DCH
Sent Wednesday July 22 2015 447 PM
To Moran Susan DCH
Cc Anderson Paula DCH
Subject FW Flint need update asap

Im frustrated by the water issue in Flint really dont think people are getting the benefit of the

doubt Now they are concerned and rightfully so about the lead level studies they are receiving

from the DEQ samples Can you take moment out of your impossible schedule to personally

take look at this These folks are scared and worried about the health impacts and they are

basically getting blown off by us as state were just not sympathizing with their plight
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