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Hi Liane,

Please see attached - updated version of the factsheet..  Jen and I are still planning to walk over at 2 pm.

I left in the background about sources of lead - but moved it outside the section of how the phosphate addition 
 section.

See what you think - we will try again if needed.

Thanks
Kory
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Learn About 
Phosphate
•	 Phosphorus is a natural 


mineral that your body 
needs. It works with 
calcium to keep your 
bones strong and healthy.


•	 Phosphate is a type of salt 
that has phosphorus in it. 


•	 Extra phosphate is being 
added to the water in the 
City of Flint to help put 
more scale on the pipes.


•	 The City of Flint, MDEQ, 
and the EPA worked 
together to find how 
much phosphate is 
needed to help quickly 
coat the pipes with scale.


•	 The levels of phosphate 
in your drinking water 
should be safe for 
everyone.


•	 We don’t know how long 
it will take for the scale to 
build up. 


•	 Continue to use water 
filters that remove lead 
until the Genesee County 
Health Department’s 
Public Health Emergency 
Declaration is removed. 


Frequently Asked Questions About 


Adding Phosphate 
to Flint Water


v. 12/01/2015


If you have questions about the phosphate being added to City of Flint water, 	
please call the Flint Water Department at 810-787-6537.


If you have questions about phosphate and your health, please call MDHHS at 1-800-648-6942.


•	 Homes built before 1986 are more likely to have lead service 
lines and pipes. Brass faucets and certain kinds of solder could 
also have lead in them. 


•	 The lead found in tap water in homes around Michigan is likely 
from these older pipes, solder, and faucets.


•	 New pipes and solder do not have lead in them.


•	 Replacing old pipes and service lines is the only sure way to 
get rid of the lead in your tap water.


•	 Use of lead pipes and solder 
used to be common. We 
now know that lead can 
harm our health. 


•	 But, over the years, 
minerals in our water have 
built up on our water pipes. 
This kept the water from 
actually touching the lead 
pipes. 


•	 This mineral build-up is 
called scale.


•	 This scale helps to keep a 
lot of lead from the pipes 
out of our water.


•	 If something happens to 
the scale and the water can 
touch the pipes, lead can 
get into the water.


•	 Adding phosphate to 
the water will build and 
maintain scale on the pipes 
faster than waiting for it to 
happen naturally.


Lead 
Pipe


Scale


Water


Lead 
Pipe


No scale.


Water


Lead 
Pipe


Water


Phosphates
will build up 
the scale.


So, why is phosphate being added to our water?






