
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Thank you!! 

Crooks, Jennifer < crooks.jennifer@epa.gov> 
Wednesday, March 18, 2015 10:57 AM 
Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ) 
RE: Information Request and Documentation 

From: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ) [mailto:SHEKTERL@michigan.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 9:56AM 
To: Benzie, Richard (DEQ); Crooks, Jennifer 
Subject: RE: Information Request and Documentation 

Got his volcernall and left a message. 

From: Benzie, Richard (DEQ) 
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 10:29 AM 
To: Crooks, Jennifer 
Cc: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ) 
Subject: Re: Information Request and Documentation 

I will try. Maybe Liane can also talk with Tom before I may be able to get a chance. 

Sent using OW A for iPhone 

From: Crooks, Jennifer <crooks. iennlfer(i.vepa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 9:53:19 AM 
To: Benzie, Richard (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Information Request and Documentation 

HI, Richard. I knmN you've been in training this week, but I'm wondering If you'd be able to call Tom Poy when you get a 
minute to discuss this Issue below. He understands that you may need to keep some Internal discussions under your hat 
right now, but he \Nants to touch base 'Nith you····· He's working on this from EPA end, and wants to provide assistance to 
you all. 
.len 

From: Benzie, Richard (DEQ) [mailto:BENZIER@michigan.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2015 6:22 PM 
To: Pay, Thomas; Crooks, Jennifer 
Subject: FW: Information Request and Documentation 
Importance: High 

Please treat this information as confidential at this point as I am not sure when and who v'>till bring this matter forward 
for public knowledge. But I thought you should gel a heads up that another problem could become public soon. Uane 
forvvarded the message from Genesee County to our management lhis morning along with the attached docurnent, but 
we have not received a response yet. She also contacted the Department of Community Health and they are follov,ring 
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up with the County. They told Liane that they have been offering assistance to the countv on this matter on several 
occasions and had not received a response. 

Steve and Mike indicated that thev were not contacted by the county on this issue as stated in the attachment, so we 
don·'t know vvho they did contact or if they did. VVe suspect they are escalating the request for inforrnation at this time, 
but we also wonder why they need much of the information they requested from the city to conduct their investigation, 
which should have been completed by novv. Both DEQ and DCH had the sarne reaction to their statement about the 
river before thev complete their investigation. 

Steve, Liane and I will be rneeting tomorrow morning to discuss further. We may be meeting with the executive office 
as 'Nell. 

From: Benzie, Richard (DEQ) 
Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2015 7:33 PM 
To: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ) 
Cc: Busch, Stephen (DEQ); Prysby, Mike (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Information Request and Documentation 

Liane, 

Steve's initial response is below. 

i\s I see it, we need a plan of action fast. 
1) Inform DEQ rnanagement. including legislative and media liaisons; suggest additional communication \rVith DCH 
2) Prepare response to Genesee County err:ail ···did anyone in ODWf\•1/\ or DEQ have any contact \rVith Genesee 

County about l.egionella and if so, when and what? Was anyone in ODWf\•1/\ or DEQ requested to meet with 
Genesee County to discuss l.egionella and if so, when, and did they "decline" to meet? 

3) Contact Flint to alert them of County's concerns and determine their response to the January 27~11 FOIA request. 
4) Arrange for a meeting with Genesee County and other parties as deemed appropriate by DEO. management ... 

DCH. Flint, Governor's Office, etc.; Establish a "Lead" agency but also develop a team approach to move for\-vard 
and determine an appropriate, cornrnon rnessage as well as when such inforrnation should be shared and by 
whom. Determine how long has Genesee County, DCH, and Flint been aware of the increased cases of Legionella 
and what the message should be about delays in public notification. 

5) Determine additional steps··· possible monitoring protocols, prernise plumbing treatrnent options, public 
precautions if any, etc; Consider possible CDC assistance. 

6) Determine if EPA will be \-villing to share their draft Legionella guidance document being developed by a 
workgroup consisting of EPA the States of Ohio, rv1innesota, Pennsvlvania, VVashington, Nevada, Missouri and 
Nebraska, and CDC The guidance will characterize the effectiveness of treatrnent technologies to address 
Legionella and address relevant regulatory implications. The primary implication is that individual customers 
that install"secondary" treatment systerns to remove, reduce or prevent Legionella in their prernise plumbing 
(such as hospitals are already doing) becorne by federal definition, public water systems required to comply with 
all applicable requirements of the Safe Drinking Water i\ct The guidance has been delayed by internal reviews 
at EPi\, but they are hoping to be able to have a final document in sumrner of 2015. 

That's all I can think of at this point. Let me know what you think. 

From: Busch, Stephen (DEQ) 
Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2015 9:37AM 
To: Prysby, Mike (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Information Request and Documentation 

Mike, 
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I arn not aware of a meeting request from Jim Henry or the Genesee County Health Department as indicated in his email 
below. Did you receive any such request? 

The FOIA is specifically directed to the City of Flint not the DEQ. If requested some of the information asked for 
regarding Total Coliform and E.Coli compliance sampling could be provided, but there mav also be additional 
construction repair sampling data. 

We can respond to Jirn \-vhen vou get back in, but at this point while the change in source mav have created water 
quality conditions that could provide additional organic nutrient source to support legionella grm-vth, there is no 
evidence or confirmation of legionella corning directly frorn the Water Treatrnent Plant or in the comrnunity water 
supply distribution system at this time. 

Stephen Busch, P.f::. 
Lansing and Jackson District Supervisor 
Office of Drinking Water and tv1unicipal Assistance 
IV1DEQ 
517·643·2314 

From: Prysby, Mike (DEQ) 
Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2015 7:35AM 
To: Busch, Stephen (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ) 
Subject: Fwd: Information Request and Documentation 

I am out today and will return tomorrow. Having trouble getting the attachment to open on my phone ... but 
since it appears to be a FOIA regarding Legionella, I felt it is prudent to get this message to you. I will be 
available tomorrow to discuss or compile any info that we have. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Henry, James" <jJg;_rn:y_@g~_bJL~t~> 
Date: March 10, 2015 at 6:40:17 PM EDT 
To: Howard Croft <hcroft(f7kitvoftlint.com>, "Mike Prysby (DEQ)" <prvsbym@Jmichigan.gov>, 
Elizabeth Murphy <~Tnw:pl_ly@}~jJyQ_txlinL~_g_m>, "Natasha Henderson" 
<nhenderson(cZ;citvotl:lintcom>, Jerry Ambrose <gambrose49@gmail.com>, Dayne Walling 
<(hvalling-(akitvonlint.com> 
Cc: "Valacak, Mark" <MY/\LA_C_AJ\:._@g<;;bJ~Lu~>, "Cupal, Suzanne" <~~'MP!ll_@g;;;b~Lm>, "Hasan, 
Shurooq" <shasan(Zi;gchd.us>, "Childs, Bonnie" <BCHTLDS(a{gchd.us>, "Hallwood, Dawn" 
<~1b.~lJ.wQ_Q_d@g;;;b~Lu~>, "Johnson, M.D., Gary" <GJQUNSQN@g~_b_~t_q,~> 
Subject: Information Request and Documentation 

Hello everyone, 

The Genesee County Health Department has made several written and verbal requests for specific 
information since October, 20'14, including a Freedom of Information Act Request on January 27, 2015. 
The information still has not been received and the city's lack of cooperation continues to prevent my 
office from performing our responsibilities. 

The Genesee County Health Department has the responsibility to conduct illness investigations and 
consider all potential sources, this is not optional. In 2014, Genesee County experienced a significant 
increase of confirmed Legionella illnesses relative to previous years. Legionella can be a deadly, 
waterborne disease that typically affects the respiratory system. 
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The increase of the illnesses closely corresponds with the timeframe of the switch to Flint River 
water. The majority of the cases reside or have an association with the city. Also, Mclaren Hospital 
identified and mitigated Legionella in their water system. This is rather glaring information and it needs to 
be looked into now, prior to the warmer summer months when Legionella is at its peak and we are 
potentially faced with a crisis. 

This situation has been explicitly explained to MDEQ and many of the city's officials. I want to make sure, 
in writing that there are no misunderstandings regarding this significant and urgent public health issue. 
The Trihalomethane issues "pale in comparison" to the potential public health risks of Legionella . 

I am submitting the attached FOIA request again and requesting that the legal obligations of the request 
are met. If the information is not available, please let me know. In the past, I have requested to meet with 
the water plant staff and MDEQ regarding Legionella concerns. I did not receive a response from the 
water plant staff and MDEQ declined. I think it is in the best interest for all stakeholders that we meet and 
discuss the issues. 

Respectfully, 

Jim 

Jim Henry 
Jirn Henry RS, MBA 
Environmental Health Supervisor 
Genesee County Health Department WWW.,~J.~JJ9_,!,!,~ 
630 S. Saginaw St., Suite 4 
Flint, Ml 4B502-1540 
Phone (81 OJ 257··3618 Fax (81 0) 257--3125 
E-rnaillhen:y@qchd.us 
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