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Gov RICk Snvyder: Comprehenswe actlon
plan WI|| help Flint residents address water
concerns -

1

Collaborative effort with state, federal and city leaders focuses on testing,
assistance '

FLINT, Mich. — Flint residents need to have access to safe, clean, water now
and long into the future, Gov. Rick Snyder said, announcing a comprehensive -
action plan created with state, federal and city Ieaders to address concerns
about drinking water.

. The water leaving Flint's drinking water system is safe to drink, but some
families with lead plumbing in their homes or service connections could
experience higher levels of lead in the water that comes out of their faucets.

The action plan focuses on increasing water testing, offerfng additional
precautions for families with lead plumbing in their homes, and providing long-,
term solutions to address the cnty s water mfrastructure challenges. The plan
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: was created at Snyders d|rect|on by the Michigan Departments of

Environmental Quality (DEQ) and Health and Human Serwces (DHl-lS) the
u.s. Env1ronmental Protectlon Agericy, and the city of Flint. "

. “We are. focused on helplng ensure safe clean, accessrble drmkmg water and

o addressmg and mitigating concerns and protecting public health,” Snyder said. -
" “Today’s action plan builds upon ongoing work with local, state and federal

agencies and our partnership with city and.community- leaders. Together, we
are working to ensure that all Flint residents have accurate |nformat|on and *
know that help is available to address potentlal problems.” -

_ The city and the state also are worklng together to gather more data to ensure -
. the water that leaves the treatment plant as well as the  water that arrives in

Flmthomes is safe for aJl reS|dents The plan includes:

o Testing in Fllnt pUblleSChOQlS immediately to ensure that drinking water is.
safe, with testing also available at no cost to any other school in.Flint.
o Offering free water testing to Fllnt reS|dents to.assure thelr drinking water is
safe. . . .
Providing free water filters to re5|dents
_ Expanding health exposure testing. of individual homes. .
Accelerating corrosion controls in the Flint drinking water system.
" Accelerating water system improvements to address replacing lead service
lines. :
Expediting the completlon of the Karegnondi Water Authorlty plpellne
+ Expanding a Safe Drinking Water Technical Advisory Committee to ensure the
best technology, practices and science are being followed by adding an expert
from the Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Research and ‘
Development to the group.
e Naming Dr. Eden Wells, chief medlcal executive for the Mlchlgan Department
of Health and Human Serwces as the Flint drlnklng water public health
. adviser.
e Boosting a comprehenswe lead. educatlon program to make sure residents
have detailed information about how to: protect themselves and the|r homes.

Residents can have their water tested by calllng 810-787-6537 and pressing 1,
or emailing flmMater@cntvofflmt com. The DEQis covermg the cost of th|s
testing. T .

State leaders have been working closely with state and federal lawmakers to

“tap resources at all levels of government to address concems.

State health experts sa|d there has been an increase in elevated ch|ldhood '
blood lead: levels in some specific communities. Initial analysis of MDHHS data
found that blood lead levels of children in Flint have followed an expected
seasonal trend. While this analysis for Flint as a whole remainis.true, a -

" comprehensive and detailed review breaking down data by ZIP codes with the

city revealed that MDHHS data is consistent with a study presented recently by

Hurley Chlldren ] Hospltal

“While we cannot concluswely say that the water sourbe change is the soIe
cause of the increase, this analysis supports our efforts as we take active
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‘._steps to reduce aII potentlal Iead exposures in FI|nt ” MDHHS Drrector NICk
- - 'Lyon said. “As part of this, we are working closely with our public and- pnvate

partners to provide Flint residents on' MDHHS assistance programs with free

water filters and inform families about the steps they can take to, reduce aII

lead exposures in their home

.

v As a part of the actlon pIan Natlonal Sanltatlon Foundation certlfled water ,
filters will be made-availablé to Flint residents through emergency state funds

and ,coordlnat_ed efforts with local community agencies and donors. Information”
about how to obtain the filters will soon be available.

. “fhis ‘action plan offers conorete steps we will take in a'lo"cal, state and federal -

partnership to ensure all Flint residents have safe water to drink,” DEQ Director
Dan Wyant said. “The DEQ will work: ‘closely with the city to-gather further data .

‘to ensure the water that leaves Flint's system as ‘well as the water that arrives

|n Flint homes is safe to drlnk "

Add|tlonal information is avarIabIe. at WWw.michiqan.qov/flintWater.
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