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Attachments: LCCA of 1988 vs. RLDWA of 2011 (2).doc

I've beefed up the first paragraph on the 1986 Amendment to the SDWA that banned
the use of high lead content solder and materials. | didn’t include a statement about
the date it was in effect in Michigan (June, 1988) because that has more applicability
to an explanation of the LCR and how Tier 1, high risk sites were identified. If it's too
late to insert, | wouldn’t worry about it.
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In 1986, an amendment to the federal Safe Drinking Water Act prohibited the use of certain items that were not lead free, which at the time was defined as not having more than 8% lead content. This amendment specifically prohibited the use of lead solders, flux and pipes in new installations and repairs of public water systems and drinking water plumbing connected to such systems. In addition, a warning was required to be placed on any solder containing more than 0.2 percent lead.  The prohibition was the responsibility of the individual states and was accomplished in Michigan through the State Plumbing Code.  The amendment also required public water systems to notify all customers of this ban and explain potential lead contamination sources and reasonably available methods of mitigating lead contamination.

In 1988, Congress enacted the Lead Contamination Control Act (LCCA) to provide information on repairing or replacing lead-lined water coolers and guidance to schools and child care facilities on methods to reduce lead exposure in drinking water.  It remains the regulatory vehicle for management of lead in drinking water in these facilities.  However, compliance with the LCCA on the part of schools is voluntary, in contrast to the mandated provisions of the Lead and Cooper Rule (LCR) which applies to public water supplies, including schools that have their own well.


The LCCA required EPA to identify and then distribute to the States a list of each brand and model of drinking water coolers identified and listed for recall because of concerns with lead components in these coolers.  States were then required to disseminate a guidance document, testing protocol, and EPA water cooler lists to local education agencies, private nonprofit elementary or secondary schools and day care centers to assist schools in determining the source and degree of lead contamination in the school drinking water and in remedying such contamination. The program would have to include measures for reduction or elimination of lead contamination from all listed water coolers containing lead-lined tanks by ensuring that they are repaired, permanently removed, or replaced within 15 months after enactment (except where the cooler is tested and found not to contribute any lead to drinking water).  Attached to this document is a copy of Michigan’s information that was distributed in 1990.  

In 2011, the Reduction of Lead in Drinking Water Act was signed into law.  This Act reduced the allowable lead content in drinking water system and plumbing materials by changing the definition of “lead-free” in Section 1417 of the federal Safe Drinking Water Act.  The term “lead-free” was updated from “not more than 8% lead content” to now mean “not more than a weighted average of 0.25% lead when used with respect to the wetted surfaces of pipes, pipe, fittings, plumbing fittings, and fixtures.”  It also reduced the amount of lead allowed in solder and fluxes to containing not more than 0.2 percent lead.  This law took effect on January 4, 2014, prohibiting the use and introduction into commerce of pipe, pipe fittings, plumbing fittings, and fixtures, including inventory already in stock that had not yet been installed, that did not meet the new lead-free definition.  It also established a method for calculating lead content in wetted surfaces and created exemptions for fixtures used in nonpotable installations.  The impact of this act is more universal than the LCCA in that it will affect all building and domestic plumbing, not just schools and day care centers.


