
From: Benzie, Richard (DEQ) 

To: "'qv ·rl:qmO>'l.; Q:QQk;:;. ,len~:iler 

Subject: FW: Information Request and Documentation 

Thursday, March 12, 2015 7:21:00 PM Date: 
Attachments: ;.:CIA RP;:g;e;,;J ;:lint WO>j>;r.QQ); 

Importance: High 

Piease treat this infmrnation as confidential at this point as I a1:1 not su:e Vihen and who wili bring 

this matter· fo:··war·d fo:-- pubiic knowledge. f:!.ut I thought you should get a heads up that another 

probiern could become public soon. Liane forwarded the message frorn Genesee County to our 

rnanagement this r:10:ning along with the attached document, but 'Ne have not received a respon.se 

yet. She aiso contacted the Departrnent Gf Convnur:ity Health and they a:--e following up with the 

County. They told Liane that thev have been offering assistance to the countv on this matte: on 

several occasions and had not. received a re.sponse. 

Steve and f\t1ike indicated that they were not contacted by the countv on this issue as stated in the 

attachment., so vve don't know who thev did contact or if they did. We suspect they are escalc;ting 

the request for information <:1t this tirne, but we c:dso wonder why they need much of the 

infom1at.ion they mquested fm<Tl the city to conduct their investigation, •Nhich should have been 

cornpieted by now. Both DEQ and DCH tud the sa:--ne ,--eactkm to their statement about the river 

before they complete their investigation. 

Steve, Liane and I will be :·neeting tomorrow morning to discuss further. V1/e may be meeting Viith 

the executive office as vv·el!. 

From: Benzie, Richard ( DEQ) 
Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2015 7:33PM 
To: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ) 
Cc: Busch, Stephen (DEQ); Prysby, Mike (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Information Request and Documentation 

Liane, 

Steve's !nita! response is below. 

,t,.s I see it, we need a plan of <:1ction fast. 

1) Inform DEO.rnanagernent, including iegisiatve and mecfia liaisons.: suggest additional 

cnrnrnunicaUor: with DCH 

2) Prepare response to Genesee County emai!- did anyone in ODWV1A or DEC. have ;:my­

contact ~·lith Genesee County about Legionella and if so, when and what'? V\/a.s anyone in 

ODWMA or DEQ requested to meet with Genesee County to discuss Legioneilc; aid if so, 

vvhen, and did they "decline/! to meet'? 

3) Contact !=lint to alert. them of Counw's concerns and detem1ine their 1·esponse to the 

i"'flU"'r'. Y;··i:h r:r:l 'I rcnt:cc·~· .. a o. y _ r ,, M ,,,.1 .-<.J ... 

4) Arrange fm a meeting with Genesee County and othH parties as deemed appropt·iate by 

DEQ management-- DCH, Flint, Governo:'.s Office. etc.; Establish a "l..ead" agency but also 

deveiop a tearn C:ippro;:,ch to rnove forward and determine an approp:·ic:1te, common 
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message as wei! as when such information should be shared anci by \'·ihom. Determine how 

long ~us C:lenesee County. DCH, and Hint been avJare ofthe increased cases Gf Leginr:elia 

and Vihc:1t the message should be about delays in public notification . 

.S) Determine additional steps--- possible monitoring protocoLs, prerni.se p!ur:1bing tTeatment 

options, public precautions if any, etc.; Cons ide:-- possible CDC assistance. 

6) Determine if EPA Villi be wil!ing to share their ciratt Legioneila guiciance document being 

deveioped by a ~·lorkg1·oup consisting of EPA, the States of Ohio, f\!1innesota, Penn.sylvania. 

V\/<:1shington, Nevc:id<:1, Missouri ;:md hlebraska, ;:md CDC. The guidance wHI characterize the 

effectiveness of treatment technologies to aciciress Legioneila and addt·ess relevant 

regulc;tory implications. The pl--irnary imp!icc;tion is that individual custorners that install 

"secondary" treatrnent systems to remove, :educe or prevent Legionelic:1 in their premise 

plumbing (such as hospitals a1·e already doing) become by federal definition, public wate: 

syste:--ns required to corn ply with ail applicable requirernents of the Safe Drinking V\/ate1 .. 

Act. The guidance has been cielayed bv inten:ai reviews at EPA, but thev are hoping to be 

c;ble to have a final docunwnt in sum me: of 2015. 

That's alii can think of at this point. Let 1:1e know what you think. 

From: Busch, Stephen (DEQ) 
Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2015 9:37AM 
To: Prysby, Mike (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Information Request and Documentation 

i am not aware of a meeting request from JJ:-n Hen:y o: the ()enesee County Health Depc:1rtment as 

indicated in his email below. Did you receive anv such 1·equest'? 

The FOIA is specifically directed to the City of Flint not the DEO.. If requested sorne of the 

information asked for regarding Totai Coliform and F..Coli cornp!ic;nce sampling could be provided, 

but there rnay also be additional construction r·epair· sam piing data. 

We can respond to Jirn when you get back in, but at this point ~·,;~:ile the change in source rnav have 

cre<:1ted w<:1ter qu;:dity conditions th<:1t could provide addition;:d organic nutrient source to support 

legioneila growth, then:: is no evidence o1· confn:1ation of iegior.elia corning (hectly from the \!Vater 

Treatrnent Plant or in the cornrnunity vJatel-- supply distribution svstern at this tirne. 

Stephen Busch, P.t .. 

Lansing and Jackson Dist:·ict 5:-uperviso:· 

Office of Drinking Vv'ater and f\rlunicipal Assistance 

1V1DECJ. 
517-643-2314 

From: Prysby, Mike (DEQ) 
Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2015 7:35AM 
To: Busch, Stephen (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ) 
Subject: Fwd: Information Request and Documentation 
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I am out today and will return tomorrow. Having trouble getting the attachment to open on 
my phone ... but since it appears to be a FOIA regarding Legionella, I felt it is prudent to get 
this message to you. I will be available tomorrow to discuss or compile any info that we have. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Henry, James" <jhemy@gchd.us> 
Date: March 10,2015 at 6:40:17 PM EDT 
To: Howard Croft <hcroft@dtyoft1intcom>, "Mike Prysby (DEQ)" 
<prysbym Qil michigan.goy>, Elizabeth Murphy <emurphy (ii; cityofflintcom>, 
"Natasha Henderson" <nhendersonG'1)cityofflint.com>, Jerry Ambrose 
<gambrose49@gmail.com>, Dayne Walling <dwalling@cityoft1int.com> 
Cc: "Valacak, Mark" <1vlV,A.LACA.KG'1)gchd.us>, "Cupal, Suzanne" 
<scupaJ @g~bd.us>, "Hasan, Shurooq" <shasan 0';!.gchd.us>, "Childs, Bonnie" 
<BCHILDS(i{lgchd.us>, "Hallwood, Dawn" <dhaJlwoodCa)gcbd.us>, "Johnson, 
M.D., Gary" <C1JQHt;SQN@g~hd.us> 

Subject: Information Request and Documentation 

He!lo everyone, 

The Genesee County Hea!th Department has made several written and verbal requests for 
specific information since October, 2014, inciuding a Freedom of Information Act Request 
on January 27, 2015. The information still has not been received and the city's lack of 
cooperation continues to prevent my office from performing our responsibilities. 

The Genesee County Heaith Department has the responsibility to conduct illness 
investigations and consider ali potential sources, this is not optional. In 20! 4, Genesee 
County experienced a significant increase of confirmed Legionella illnesses relative to 
previous years. Legionelia can be a dead!y, waterborne disease that typically affects the 
respiratory system. 

The increase of the illnesses closely corresponds with the timeframe of the switch to Flint 
River water. The majority of the cases reside or have an association with the city. Also, 
Mclaren Hospital identified and mitigated Legioneila in their water system. This is rather 
glaring information and it needs to be looked into now, prior to the warmer summer months 
when Legioneila is at its peak and we are potentially faced with a crisis. 

This situation has been explicitly explained to MDEQ and many of the city's officials. I want 
to make sure, in writing that there are no misunderstandings regarding this significant and 
urgent public health issue. The Trihaiomethane issues "pale in comparison" to the potentia! 
public health risks of Legionel!a. 

I am submitting the attached FOIA request again and requesting that the legal obligations of 
the request are met. if the information is not available, please let me know. In the past, I 
have requested to meet with the water plant staff and MDEQ regarding Legionella 
concerns. I did not receive a response from the water plant staff and MDEQ deciined. I 
think it is in the best interest for all stakeholders that we meet and discuss the issues. 

Respectfu I iy, 

Jim 
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Jim Henry 
Jim He my RS, MBA 
Enviro nme nta lHe alth Supe IVk<!O r 
Genesee County Health Department w vnv ,g c hd .us 
630 S. Saginaw St., Suite 4 
Flint, MI48502-1540 
Phone (810) 257-3618 Fax (810) 257-3125 
E-mailjhsmy({!) gc hd ,us 
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