
Olszewski Rosemarie DEOJ CQc
From Thelen Mary Beth DEQ
Sent Thursday January 14 2016 959 AM

To Olszewski Rosemarie DEQ
Subject FW Legionaires

Attachments Genesee Co Legionnaires Otisville NYC Legionnaires Disease Outbreak FW
Information Request and Documentation RE Stuff and things FW Information Request

and Documentation RE Information Request and Documentation FW Urgent

Legionaire Disease testing in Water RE Information Request and Documentation FW
-Information Request and Documentation

Rosemarie please print one packet so that can give to Director Creagh

From Wurfel Brad DEQ
Sent Thursday January 14 2016 932 AM

To Thelen Mary Beth DEQ
Cc Feuerstein Heather DEQ
Subject Legionaires

Brad Wurfel

Communications Director

Michigan Department of Environmental O.uaUty

wurfelbmichigan.gov

517-230-8006 cell
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Olszewski Rosemarie DEQ

From Busch Stephen DEQ
Sent Thursday August 06 2015 1108 AM
To Wurfel Brad DEQ
Cc Shekter Smith Liane DEQ
Subject Genesee Co Legionnaires Otisville

FYI WILX also briefly mentioned this case in conjunction with story on the NYC outbreak this morning

Brad you may want to check in with your counterpart at DHHS to see what kind of media inquiries they are getting in

response to the NYC outbreak

Stephen Busch P.E

MDEQ Lansing District Coordinator

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance

Lansing and Jackson District Supervisor

517-643-2314

buschs@michigan.gov
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Olszewski Rosemarie DEQJ

From Busch Stephen DEQ
Sent Monday August 03 2015 849 AM
To Monosmith Carrie DEQ Shekter Smith Liane DEQ Benzie Richard DEQ
Cc Wurfel Brad DEQ Tommasulo Karen DEQ
Subject NYC Legionnaires Disease Outbreak

Not sure if any of you might have seen this over the weekend Should the outbreak continue to spread this issue may

gain traction nationwide

http//www usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2015/08/O1/legionnaires-death-toIl-cIim bs-4-dead-nyc/30998721/

http//www.cnn.com/videos/hea lth/2015/08/02/new-yo rk-Iegionnaires-d isease-d nt-ga nim-nr.cnn-a

Stephen Busch P.E

MDEQ Lansing District Coordinator

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance

Lansing and Jackson District Supervisor

517-643-2314

buschs@michigan.gov
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Olszewski Rosemarie DEQ

From Shekter Smith Liane DEQ
Sent Thursday March 19 2015 330 PM

To Sygo Jim DEQ Wurfel Brad DEQ
Cc Benzie Richard DEQ Busch Stephen DEQ
Subject FW Information Request and Documentation

Please see the note below

Has there been any further communication with or
fr1om

DCH

From Busch Stephen DEQ
Sent Thursday March 19 2015 305 PM

To Benzie Richard DEQ Prysby Mike DEQ Shekter Smith Liane DEQ
Subject FW Information Request and Documentation

Response from Jim Henry below

Stephen Busch P.E

Lansing and Jackson District Supervisor

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance

MDEQ
517-643-2314

From Henry James

Sent Thursday March 19 2015 1215 PM

To Busch Stephen DEQ
Cc Valacak Mark Cupal Suzanne

Subject RE Information Request and Documentation

Hello Mr Busch

Thanks for your response ITm looking forward to working with your office moving forward Based upon my

experiences with this investigation think it is necessary for my communications to be candid and followed up in

writing whenever possible Our goal is to successfully conduct this investigation in efforts to better protect the

public

agree there are ambiguities written in the FOIA request GCUD does not have municipal water system expertise

and we are continuously learning about the processes The FOIA request is specific enough that we should have

received timely response from the City of Flint Also it is addressed to the City and apologize if there were

misunderstandings regarding the intended recipient

There have not been any conclusions regarding the source of illnesses Our team is gathering information and we

suspect there may be several sources It has been made clear that the Flint municipal.water system is in

compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act It seems reasonable that your office would be involved regardless

if potential health risk from municipal water is related to consumption inhalation or dermal exposure Perhaps

the legislation should be revisited to better address risks
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As you mentioned we had communications with your office in October 2014 regarding Legionella but also had

three telephone conversations with Mr Michael Prysby from your office between January 21 2015 and January

23 2015 These conversations occurred around the same time that
.your

office participated with the TTHM
presentation in Flint explicitly explained the details of the Legionella concerns and the possible associations

with the Flint municipal water system and specifically requested to meet with your office for further

discussions

Mr Piysby informed me that the concerns were discussed with you was informed there was no reason to meet

because the municipal water system is in compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act Other than the

timeframes written in your email you are correct did not contact your office again until the email dated March

10 2015

GCHD has been working closely with MDCH and has consulted with CDC on several occasions regarding the

epidemiological investigation Also we have been working with Legionella and municipal water experts and

recently with the USEPA Based upon these discussions we have been informed that it is likely that small

amount of Legionella will survive the water treatment process at the plant and enter into the distribution

system

Our team is in the process of developing plans which may include sampling locations within the distribution

system and comparing environmental and clinical isolates We recognize potential social political and economic

impacts regarding this investigation and need to be prepared for all outcomes Hopefully your office the

regulatory agency will be available for assistance

If representative from your office is available to meet next week please respond with some dates and times

think it would be appropriate for the City to attend meetings and will contact Mr Croft Flint DPW Director

after receive response from your office

Thank you

Jim

Jim Henry

Jim Henry RS MBA
Environmental Health Supervisor

Genesee County Health Department www.pchd.us

630 Saginaw St Suite

Flint Ml 48502-1540

Phone 810 257-3618 Fax 810 25T3125

E-mail jhenry@cichd.us

NO1ICE This e-mail including attachments is inended for thc exclusive use of the addressee and may conin proprictary confidcntial
privilpged

information If you are not the intended
recipient any chsclosure use disbibuuon copying or taking

of any action in reliance of the contents of this e-mail is

strictly ptohibited If you have received this e-mail in error please notify me via e-mail and permanently delete the
original

and destroy all copies Thank you

For copy of the I-Iealth Departments Notice of Information Practices contact the Health Depaxinent or visit the I-Tealth Departments website at

http//www.gchd.us/

From Busch Stephen DEQ
Sent Friday March 13 2015 347 PM

To Henry James
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Cc Prysby Mike DEQ Shekter Smith Liane DEQ
Subject RE Information Request and Documentation

Mr Henry

The January 27 2015 FOIA request you provided was directed to the City of Flint not the DEQ The DEQ has no

record of FOIA request from your office for such information It is our understanding that the City has

responded to your FOIA request has helped you adequately redefine your request within the Citys scope of

public record to address such ambiguities as any additional areas of concern and provided you with additional

information beyond the scope of your request

The DEQ fully recognizes the public health threat posed to individuals that contract Legionnaires Disease with

the understanding that the disease is not contracted by ingestion of potable water and therefore not regulated

under the federal Safe Drinking Water Act Your email below claims that you have explicitly explained the

situation to our Department However since contacting our office early last October to indicate rise in cases

we have not received any further information regarding your epidemiological investigation into this matter

Further conclusions that legionella is coming from the public water system without the presentation of any

substantiating evidence from your epidemiologic investigation appears premature and prejudice toward that

end

It is highly unlikely that legionella would be present in treated water coming from the City of Flint water

treatment plant given the treatment plants use of ozone along with complete treatment and chlorine disinfect

contact time to comply with federal surface water treatment rules for potable water Detections of total

coliform or heterotrophic bacteria in the Citys public water distribution system indicate an environment where

bacterial growth may be supported However there is no direct correlation that can be made to the presence of

legionella While total organic carbon levels in potable water may serve as food source for bacteria growth in

private plumbing system water temperatures in the Citys distribution system are below legionella growth

range and chlorine residual levels would also limit such growth

Our office agrees that water main breaks water leaks and system repairs are possible vectors for legionella to

enter the public water system These should be investigated as part of your epidemiology DEQ staff can be

made available to assist GCHD and the City regarding such matters but to date no request by GCHD for any such

meeting has been received let alone declined as alleged in your email

If GCHD is seeking assistance to complete its epidemiological investigation regarding this matter such resource

requests should be directed to the Michigan Department of Community Health Our Office agrees that multi-

agency partnership would be beneficial to move forward and develop unified response In that respect if our

Office can be of any.further assistance you may contact me directly

Stephen Busch P.E

Lansing and Jackson District Supervisor

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance

MDEQ
517-6432314

From Henry James jjprygchd.us
Date March 10 2015 at 64017 PM EDT
To Howard Croft hcroft@cityofflint.com Mike Prysby DEQ
prysbymmichigan gov Elizabeth Murphy emurphy@cityofflint.com Natasha

Henderson nhendersoncityofflint.com Jerry Ambrose gambrose49gmai1 .com

Dayne Walling dwa11ingcityofflint corn
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Cc Valacak Mark MVALACAKgchd.us Cupal Suzanne scupa1gchd.us

Hasan Shurooq shasan2igchd.us IC1ds Bonnie BCHILDSgchd.us
Haliwood Dawn dha11wood2gchd.us Johnson M.D Gary

GJOThSONgchd.us
Subject Information Request and Documentation

Hello everyone

The Genesee County Health Department has made several written and verbal requests for

specific information since October 2014 including Freedom of Information Act Request on

January 27 2015 The information still has not been received and the citys lack of cooperation

bontinues to prevent my office from performing our responsibilities

The Genesee County Health Department has the responsibility to conduct illness investigations

and consider all potential sources this is not optional In 2014 Genesee County experienced

significant increase of confirmed Legionella illnesses relative to previous years Legionella can be

deadly waterborne disease that typically affects the respiratory system

The increase of the illnesses closely corresponds with the timeframe of the switch to Flint River

water The majority of the cases reside or have an association with the city Also McLaren

Hospital identified and mitigated Legionella in their water system This is rather glaring

information and it needs to be looked into now prior to the warmer summer months when

Legionella is at its peak and we are potentially faced with crisis

This situation has been explicitly explained to MDEQ and many of the citys officials want to

make sure in writing that there are no misunderstandings regarding this significant and urgent

public health issue The Trihalomethane issues pale in comparison to the potential public health

risks of Leg ionella

am submitting the attached FOIA request again and requesting that the legal obligations of the

request are met If the information is not available please let me know In the past have

requested to meet with the water plant staff and MDEQ regarding Legionella concerns did not

receive response from the water plant staff and MDEQ declined think it is in the best interest

for all stakeholders that we meet and discuss the issues

Respectfully

Jim

Jim Henry

Jim Hebry RS MBA
Environmental Health Supervisor

Genesee County Health Department www.cichd.us

630 Saginaw St Suite

Flint Ml 48502-1540

Phone 810 2573618 Fax 810 257-3125

E-mail jhenry@gchd.us
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Olszewski Rosemarie DEQJ

From BuschStephen DEQ
Sent Friday March 13 2015 400 PM

To Wurfel Brad DEQ
Subject RE Stuff and things

Understood

Stephen Busch P.E

Lansing and Jackson District Supervisor

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance

MDEQ
517-643-2314

From Wurfel Brad DEQ
Sent Friday March 13 2015 357 PM

To Busch Stephen DEQ Shekter Smith Liane DEQ
Subject Stuff and things

Hey just got off the phone with MDCH counterparts Working to get Monday meeting with multi

agencies to discuss the broad situation Lets please tryto keep formal written powder dry until we get

everyone around table

From Busch Stephen DEQ
Sent Friday March 13 2015 347 PM

To jhenrv@icichd.us

Cc Prysby Mike DEQ Shekter Smith Liane DEQ
Subject RE Information Request and Documentation

Mr Henry

The January 27 2015 FOIA request you provided was directed to the City of Flint not the DEQ The DEQ has no record

of FOIA request from your office for such information It is our understanding that the City has responded to your

FOIA request has helped you adequately redefine your request within the Citys scope of public record to address such

ambiguities as any additional areas of concern and provided you with additional information beyond the scope of

your request

The DEQ fully recognizes the public health threat posed to individuals that contract Legionnaires Disease with the

understanding that the disease is not contracted by ingestion of potable water and therefore not regulated under the

federal Safe Drinking Water Act Your email below claims that you have explicitly explained the situation to our

Department However since contacting our office early last October to indicate rise in cases we have not received

any further information regarding your epidemiological investigation into this matter

Further conclusions that legionella is coming from the public water system without the presentation of any

substantiating evidence from your epidemiologic investigation appears premature and prejudice toward that end

It is highly unlikely that legionella would be present in treated water coming from the City of Flint water treatment plant

given the treatment plants use of ozone along with complete treatment and chlorine disinfect contact time to comply
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with federal surface water treatment rules for potable water Detections of total coliform or heterotrophic bacteria in

the Citys public water distribution system indicate an environment where bacteria growth may be

supported However there is no direct correlation that can be made to the presence of legionella While total organic

carbon levels in potable water may serve as food source for bacteria growth in private plumbing system water

temperatures in the Citys distribution system are below legionella growth range and chlorine residual levels would also

limit such growth

Our office agrees that water main breaks waterleaks and system repairs are possible vectors for egionella to enter the

public water system These shoud be investigated as part of your epidemiology DEQ staff can be made available to

assist GCHD and the City regarding such matters but to date no request by GCHD for any such meeting has been

received let alone declined as alleged in your email

If GCHD is seeking assistance to complete its epidemiological investigation regarding this matter such resource requests

should be directed to the Michigan Department of Community Health Our Office agrees that multiagency

partnership would be beneficial to move forward and develop unified response In that respect if our Office can be of

any further assistance you may contact me directly

Stephen Busch P.E

Lansing and Jackson District Supervisor

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance

MDEQ
517-643-2314

From Henry James jhenrygchd.us
Date March 10 2015 at 64017 PM EDT
To Howard Croft hcrdft@cityofflint.com Mike Prysby DEQ prysbym2imichigan gov
Elizabeth Murphy emurphy@cityofflint.com Natasha Henderson

nhendersoncityofflint.corn Jerry Ambrose gambrose49gmai1.com Dayne Walling

dwalling@cityofflint.com

Cc Valacak Mark MVALACAKgchd.us Cupal Suzanne scupa1gchd.us Hasan

Shurooq shasan2igchd.us Childs Bonnie BCHILD Sgchd.us Hallwood Dawn
dha11woodgchd.us Johnson M.D Gary GJOHNSONgchd.us
Subject Information Request and Documentation

Hello everyone

The Genesee County Health Department has made several written and verbal requests for specific

information since October 2014 including Freedom of Information Act Request on January 27 2015

The information still has not been received and the citys lack of cooperation continues to prevent my
office from performing our responsibilities

The Genesee County Health Department has the responsibility to conduct illness investigations and

consider all potential sources this is not optional In 2014 Genesee County experienced significant

increase of confirmed Legionella illnesses relative to previous years Legionella can be deadly

waterborne disease that typically affects the respiratory system

The increase of the illnesses closely corresponds with the timeframe of the switch to Flint River

water The majority of the cases reside or have an association with the city Also McLaren Hospital

identified and mitigated Legionella in their water system This is rather glaring information and it needs to

be looked into now prior to the warmer summer months when Legionella is at its peak and we are

potentially faced with crisis

This situation has been expUcitly explained to MDEQ and many of the citys officials want to make sure

in writing that there are no misunderstandings regarding this significant and urgent public health issue

The Trihalomethane issues pale in comparison to the potential public health risks of Legionella
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am submitting the attached FOIA request again and requesting that the legal obligations of the request

are met If the information is not available please let me know In the past have requested to meet with

the water plant staff and MDEQ regarding Legionella concerns did not receive response from the

water plant staff and MDEQ declined think it is in the best interest for all stakeholders tht we meet and

discuss the issues

Respectfully

Jim

Jim Henry

Jim Henry RS MBA
Environmental Health Supervisor

Genesee County Health Department www.Qchd.us

630 Saginaw St Suite

Flint Ml 48502-1540

Phone 810 257-3618 Fax 810 257-3125

E-mail jhenry@cichd.us
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Olszewski Rosemarie DEQJ

From Shekter Smith Liane DEQ
Sent Friday March 13 2015 355 PM

To Wurfel Brad DEQ Benzie Richard DEQ Sygo Jim DEQ Howes Sarah DEQ
Cc Busch Stephen DEQ Prysby Mike DEQ
Subject FW Information Request and Documentation

Attachments FOIA Request Flint Water.doc

FYI in case you werent bccd on this note Just wanted to make sure we stay on the same page...

Nicely done Steve and Mike

From Busch Stephen DEQ
Sent Friday March 13 2015 347 PM

To jhenry@gchd.us

Cc Prysby Mike DEQ Shekter Smith Liane DEQ
Subject RE Information Request and Documentation

Mr Henry

The January 27 2015 FOIA request you provided was directed to the City of Flint not the DEQ The DEQ has no

record of FOIA request from your office for such information It is our understanding that the City has

responded to your FOIA request has helped you adequately redefine your request within the Citys scope of

public record to address such ambiguities as any additional areas of concern and provided you with additional

information beyond the scope of your request

The DEQ fuUy recognizes the public health threat posed to individuals that contract Legionnaires Disease with

the understanding that the disease is not contracted by ingestion of potable water and therefore not regulated

under the federal Safe Drinking Water Act Your email below claims that you have explicitly explained the

situation to our Department However since contacting our office early last October to indicate rise in cases

we have not received any further information regarding your epidemiological investigation into this matter

Further conclusions that legionella is coming from the public water system without the presentation of any

substantiating evidence from your epidemiologic investigation appears premature and prejudice toward that

end

It is highly unlikely that legionella would be present in treated water coming from the City of Flint water

treatment plant given the treatment plants use of ozone along with complete treatment and chlorine disinfect

contact time to comply with federal surface water treatment rules for potable water Detections of total

coliform or heterotrophic bacteria in the Citys public water distribution system indicate an environment where

bacterial growth may be supported However there is no direct correlation that can be made to the presence of

legionella While tota organic carbon levels in potable water may serve as food source for bacteria growth in

private plumbing system water temperatures in the Citys distribution system are below legionella growth

range and chlorine residual levels would also limit such growth
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Our office agrees that water main breaks water leaks and system repairs are possible vectors for legionella to

enter the public water system These should be investigated as part of your epidemiology DEQ staff can be

made available to assist GCHD and the City regarding such matters but to date no request by GCHD for any such

meeting has been received let atone declined as alleged in your email

If GCHD is seeking assistance to complete its epidemiological investigation regarding this matter such resource

requests should be directed to the Michigan Department of Community Health Our Office agrees that multi-

agency partnership would be beneficial to move forward and develop unified response In that respect if our

Office can be of any further assistance you may contact me directly

Stephen Busch P.E

Lansing and Jackson District Supervisor

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance

MDEQ
517-643-2314

From Henry James henrygchd.us
Date March 10 2015 at 64017 PM EDT
To Howard Croft hcroft@cityofflint.com Mike Prysby DEQ
prysbymrnichigan gov Elizabeth Murphy emurphy@cityofflint.com Natasha

Henderson nhenderson@cityofflint.com Jerry Ambrose gambrose49gmail .com
Dayne Walling dwa1lingcityoff1int corn

Cc Valacak Mark MVALACAK2Igchd.us Cupal Suzanne scupa1gchd.us
Hasan Shurooq shasangchd.us Childs Bonnie BCHILDSgchd.us
Hallwood Dawn dha11woodgchd.us Johnson M.D Gary

GJOHNSON@gchd.us
Subject Information Request and Documentation

HeHo everyone

The Genesee County Health Department has made several written and verbal requests for

specific information since October 2014 including Freedom of Information Act Request on

January 27 2O15 The information still has not been received and the citys lack of cooperation

continues to prevent my office from performing our responsibiuties

The Genesee County Health Department has the responsibitity to conduct illness investigations

and consider all potential sources this is not optional In 2014 Genesee County experienced

significant increase of confirmed Legionella illnesses relative to previous years Legionella can be

deadly waterborne disease that typically affects the respiratory system

The increase of the illnesses closely corresponds with the timeframe of the switch to Flint River

water The majority of the cases reside or have an association with the city Also McLaren

Hospital identified and mitigated Legionella in their water system This is rather glaring

information and it needs to be looked into now prior to the warmer summer months when

Legionella is at its peak and we are potentially faced with crisis

This situation has been explicitly explained to MDEQ and many of the citys officials want to

make sure in writing that there are no misunderstandings regarding this significant and urgent

public health issue The Trihalomethane issues pale in comparison to the potential public health

risks of Legionella

am submitting the attached FOIA request again and requesting that the legal obligations of the

request are met If the information is not available please let me know In the past have

requested to meet with the water plant staff and MDEQ regarding Leg onella concerns did not

receive response from the water plant staff and MDEQ declined think it is in the best interest

for all stakeholders that we meet and discuss the issues
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Respectfully

Jim

Jim Henry

Jim Henry RS MBA
Environmental Health Supervisor

Genesee County Health Department www.achd.us

630 Saginaw St Suite

Flint Ml 48502-1540

Phone 810 257-3618 Fax 810 257-3125

E-mail Ihenrv@gchd.us
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_____
Genesee County Health Department

Maik Valacak Health Officei

Gary Joimson M.D. MPH Medical Director

Jan ua ry 27 2015

FOIA Coordinator City of Flint

1101 Saginaw Street floor

Flint Ml 48502

RE Flint Water Plant Information Request

Dear FOIA Coordinator

Under provisions of the Michigan Freedom of Information Act MCLA 15.231 et seq MSA 4.1801 et seq

please provide copies of the following

Provide specific water testing locations and laboratory results within the City of Flint public water system for

Coliform E-coli Heterotrophic Bacteria and Trihalomethanes from January 2010 to January 27 2015

Provide any additional water testing that has been conducted for identifying potential public health risks

Include any availabe mapping of the water testing areas

Provide map delineating the boundaries of the City of Flint water distribution system Include any changes

to the boundaries along with corresponding dates from January 2014 to January 27 2015

Provide map or list of locations detailing dead ends pooling low pressure and any additional areas of

concern within the City of Flint water distribution system include any modifications to the water

distribution system addressing concerns along with corresponding dates from January 2014 to January

27 2015

If you determine that any of the requested information is exempt from disclosure please detail what is

being withheld and cite the exemption under FOIA anticipate the request being filled within five working

days of receipt of this letter as provided under FOIA Please contact me at 810 257-3618 if there are fees

associated to comply with this request

Sincerely

Jim Henry
Jim Henry

Environmental Health Supervisor

Genesee County Health Department

630 Saginaw Street

Flint Ml 48502

Better Life Through Better Health

Floyd McCree Courts Human Services Building 630 Saginaw Street Ste Flint Michigan 48502-1540

Burton Branch G-3373 Saginaw Street Burton Michigan 48529

Main Phone 810-257-3612 Visit us at www.gchd.us
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Olszewski Rosemarie DEQJ

From Busch Stephen DEQ
Sent Friday March 13 2015 347 PM

To jhenry@gchd.us

Cc Prysby Mike DEQ Shekter Smith Liane DEQ
Subject RE Information Request and Documentation

Attachments FOIA Request Flint Water.doc

Mr Henry

The January 27 2015 FOtA request you provided was directed to the City of Flint not the DEQ The DEQ has no record

of FOIA request from your office for such information It is our understanding that the City has responded to your

FOIA request has helped you adequately redefine your request within the Citys scope of public record to address such

ambiguities as any additional areas of concern and provided you with additional information beyond the scope of

your request

The DEQ fully recognizes the public health threat posed to individuals that contract Legionnaires Disease with the

understanding that the disease is not contracted by ingestion of potable water and therefore not regulated under the

federal Safe Drinking Water Act Your email below claims that you have explicitly explained the situation to our

Department However since contacting our office early last October to indicate rise in cases we have not received

any further information regarding your epidemiological investigation into this matter

Further conclusions that legionella is coming from the public water system without the presentation of any

substantiating evidence from your epidemiologic investigation appears premature and prejudice toward that end

It is highly unlikely that legionella would be present in treated water coming from the City of Flint water treatment plant

given the treatment plants use of ozone along with complete treatment and chlorine disinfect contact time to comply

with federal surface water treatment rules for potable water Detections of total coliform or heterotrophic bacteria in

the Citys public water distribution system indicate an environment where bacterial growth may be

supported However there is no direct correlation that can be made to the presence of legionella While total organic

carbon levels in potable water may serve as food source for bacteria growth in private plumbing system water

temperatures in the Citys distribution system are below legionella growth range and chlorine residual levels would also

limit such growth

Our office agrees that water main breaks water leaks and system repairs are possible vectors for legionella to enter the

public water system These should be investigated as part of your epidemiology DEQ staff can be made available to

assist GCHD and the City regarding such matters but to date no request by GCHD for any such meeting has been

received let alone declined as alleged in your email

If GCHD is seeking assistance to complete its epidemiological investigation regarding this matter such resource requests

should be directed to the Michigan Department of Community Health Our Office agrees that multi-agency

partnership would be beneficial to move forward and develop unified response In that respect if our Office can be of

any further assistance you may contact me directly

Stephen Busch P.E

Lansing and Jackson District Supervisor

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance

MDEQ
517-643-2314
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From Henry James ihenry@gchd.us

Date March 10 2015 at 64017 PM EDT
To Howard Croft hcroft@cityofflint.com Mike Prysby DEQ prysbym@michigan.gov
Elizabeth Murphy emurphy@cityofflint.com Natasha Henderson

nhenderson@cityofflint.com Jerry Ambrose gambrose49gmai1.com Dayne Walling

dwa1lingcityofflint.corn

Cc Valacak Mark MVALACAKgchd.us Cupal Suzanne scupa1gchd.us Hasan

Shurooq shasangchd.us Childs Bonnie BCHILD Sgchd.us Hallwood Dawn
dha11woodgchd.us Johnson M.D Gary GJOIThSONgchd.us
Subject Information Request and Documentation

Hello everyone

The Genesee County Health Department has made several written and verbal requests for specific

information since October 2014 including Freedom of Information Act Request on January 27 2015

The information still has not been received and the citys lack of cooperation continues to prevent my
office from performing our responsibilities

The Genesee County Health Department has the responsibility to conduct illness investigations and

consider all potential sources this is not optional In 2014 Genesee County experienced significant

increase of confirmed Legionella illnesses relative to previous years Legionella can be deadly

waterborne disease that typically affects the respiratory system

The increase of the illnesses closely corresponds with the timeframe of the switch to Flint River

water The majority of the cases reside or have an association with the city Also McLaren Hospital

identified and mitigated Legionella in their water system This is rather glaring information and it needs to

be looked into now prior to the warmer summer months when Legionella is at its peak and we are

potentially faced with crisis

This situation has been explicitly explained to MDEQ and many of the citys officials want to riake sure

in writing that there are no misunderstandings regarding this significant and urgent public health issue

The Trihalomethane issues pale in comparison to the potential public health risks of Legionella

am submitting the attached FOIA request again and requesting that the legal obligations of the request

are met If the information is not available please let me know In the past have requested to meet with

the water plant staff and MDEQ regarding Legionella concerns did not receive response from the

water plant staff and MDEQ declined think it is in the best interest for all stakeholders that we meet and

discuss the issues

Respectfully

Jim

Jim Henry

Jim Henry RS MBA
Environmental Health Supervisor

Genesee County Health Department www.cichd.us

630 Saginaw St Suite

Flint Mi 48502-1540

Phone 810 257-3618 Fax 810 257-3125

E-mail Lhenrv@Qchd.us
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Genesee County Health Department

ci Mark Valacak MPH Health Officer

Gary Johnson M.D M.P.H Medical Director

January 27 2015

FOIA Coordinator City of Flint

1101 Saginaw Street 3rd floor

Flint MI 48502

RE Flint Water Plant Information Request

Dear FOIA Coordinator

Under provisions of the Michigan Freedom of Information Act MCLA 15.231 et seq MSA 4.1801 et seq

please provide copies of the following

Provide specific water testing locations and laboratory results within the City of Flint public water system for

Coliform E-coli Heterotrophic Bacteria and Trihalomethanes from January 2010 to January 27 2015

Provide any additional water testing that has been conducted foridentifying potential public health risks

Include any available mapping of the water testing areas

Provide map delineating the boundaries of the City of Flint water distribution system Include any changes

to the boundaries along with corresponding dates from January 2014 to January 27 2015

Provide map or list of locations detailing dead ends pooling low pressure and any additional areas of

concern within the City of Flint water distribUtion system Include any modifications to the water

distribution system addressing concerns along with corresponding dates from January 2014 to January

27 2015

If you determine that any of the requested information is exempt from disclosure please detail what is

being withheld and cite the exemption under FOIA anticipate the request being filled within five working

days of receipt of this letter as provided under FOIA Please contact me at 810 257-3618 if there are fees

associated to comply with this request

Sincerely

Jim Heniy
Jim Henry

Environmental Health Supervisor

Genesee County Health Department

630 Saginaw Street

Flint Ml 48502

Better Life Through Better Health

Floyd McCree Courts Human Services Building 630 Saginaw Street Ste Flint Michigan 48502-1540

Burton Branch G-3373 Saginaw Street Burton Michigan 48529

Main Phone 810-257-3612 Visit us at www.gchd.us
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Olszewski Rosemarie DEOJ

From Shekter Smith Liane DEQ
Sent Friday March 13 2015 1032 AM
To Wurfel Brad DEQ
Subject FW Urgent Legionaire Disease testing in Water

FYI

From Benzie Richard DEQ
Sent Friday March 28 2014 218 PM

To Lachance Amy DEQ Pieper Julia DEQ Krisztian George DEQ
Cc Dykema Unda DCH Shekter Smith Liane DEQ DeBruyn Dana DEQ Weaver Cynthia DEQ
Wozniak Gary DEQ
Subject RE Urgent Legionaire Disease testing in Water

Thank you everyone for the prompt responses and your efforts to provide excellent customer service As

recently as our ODWMA Managers Meeting this past Wednesday we have been discussing the need for the

public water supply program to prepare for the possibility of Legionnaires being identified in Michigan based on

what we are learning from other states it appears we may be developing some procedures on the go Thanks

again

Richard Benzie P.E Acting Chief

Field Operations Section

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance MDEQ
517-284-6512

From Lachance Amy DEQ
Sent Friday March 28 2014 1253 PM

To Pieper Julia DEQ George DEQ Benzie Richard DEQ
Cc Dykema Linda DCH Shekter Smith Liane DEQ DeBruyn Dana DEQ Weaver Cynthia DEQ
Wozniak Gary DEQ
Subject RE Urgent Legionaire Disease testing in Water

gave Mick McGuire with the Van Buren/Cass Health Department this information and he will call Shannon

Johnson to coordinate testing He will also contact Kevin Anderson at the City of Dowagiac to get sample from

them

Amy Lachance

Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo District Supervisor

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance

Department of Environmental Quality

Cell Phone Number 616-490-9590

From Pieper Julia DEQ
Sent Friday March 28 2014 1242 PM
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To Krisztian George DEQ Benzie Richard DEQ
Cc Dykema Linda DCH Shekter Smith Liane DEQ Lachance Amy DEQ DeBruyn Dana DEQ
Subject RE Urgent Legionaire Disease testing in Water

Importance High

Here is the reply from DCH
Hi Julia

We have the capacity to look for Legionella in water but we only perform the test when it is part of an

epidemiologic investigation If the health department contacts our Bureau of Epidemiology and they confirm

the human case and want to look for source we can test They may want to contact Shannon Johnson in the

Bureau of Her number is 335-9597

James Rudrik Ph.D

Director Infectious Disease Division

Michigan Department of Community Health

3350 ML King Jr Blvd

Lansing MI 48906

Phone 517-335-9641

Fax 517-335-9631

Julia Pieper

Drinking Water Coordinator

Organic Sub-Unit Manager

DEQ-RRD-Laboratory Services

pieperj2michigan.gov

517-335-8076 phone

517-335-8562 fax

From Krisztian George DEQ
Sent Friday March 28 2014 1059 AM

To Benzie Richard DEQ Pieper Julia DEQ
Cc Dykema Linda DCH Shekter Smith Liane DEQ Lachance Amy DEQ DeBruyn Dana DEQ
Subject RE Urgent Legionaire Disease testing in Water

Hi Richard

We do not do Legionella testing Julie is in the process of finding out from DCH if they can do

it She will provide that information once it becomes available

George

George Krisztian

Laboratory Director

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality

jjj335-8812
From Benzie Richard DEQ
Sent Friday March 28 2014 1053 AM
To Krisztian George DEQ Pieper Julia DEQ
Cc Dykema Linda DCH Shekter Smith Liane DEQ Lachance Amy DEQ DeBruyn Dana DEQ
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Subject FW Urgent Legionaire Disease testing in Water

Importance High

George or Julia

Are you prepared for performing analyses for legionella in water If so would you please answer the questions

below If not do you know if the DCH lab is capable of doing so Can you provide contact Liane suggest

copy Linda Dykema so perhaps she can answer for community health particularly if there are any labs in

Southwest Michigan that may be relied upon if the state is unable to do so

Richard Benzie P.E Acting Chief

Field Operations Section

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance MDEQ
517-284-6512

From Lachance Amy DEQ
Sent Friday March 28 2014 1039 AM
To Benzie Richard DEQ Shekter Smith Liane DEQ
Subject FW Urgent Legionaire Disease testing in Water

Importance High

FYI

Amy Lachance

Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo District Supervisor

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance

Department of Environmental Quaity

Cell Phone Number 616-490-9590

From Weaver Cynthia DEQ
Sent Friday March 28 2014 1037 AM

To Pieper Julia DEQ
Cc Lachance Amy DEQ DeBruyn Dana DEQ
Subject Urgent Legionaire Disease testing in Water

Importance High

3-28-14

Julia

Summary at 1005am Mick McGuire of the Van Buren Cass County District Health Dept contacted this office

Per Mick McGuire Van Buren Cass County District Health Dept there is man who was diagnosed with

Legionnaires Disease either yesterday or today

It is not known which location this man may have worked at Either Cass County or Berrien County

The VBCCDHD is investigating IF the man works at previously inactive Type public water supply in

Cass County

The VBCCDHD is ALSO investigating IF the man works at previously inactive Type public

water supply in Berrien County

The QUESTIONS

DEQ Lab

Does our DEQ lab analyze water for Legionnaires Disease

If so what bottle is used
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If so and IF samples are collected today at what time does the sample need to be into the lab

Are there other Lab options

Do you have names and contacts of Cass County or Kalamazoo County lab which can test for

Legionnaires Disease in water

Do you have names and contact of Berrien County lab which can test for Legionnaires Disease in

water

Cynthia Weaver

Department of Environmental Quality

Office of Drinking Water Municipal Assistance

Type Noncommunity pws Program and Private Well/Type pws Program
weavercdmichigan.gov

616-307-6736
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Olszewski Rosemarie DEQJ

From Busch Stephen DEQ
Sent Thursday March 12 2015 850 AM
To Shekter Smith Liane DEQ Wurfel Brad DEQ Sygo Jim DEQ Howes Sarah DEQ
Cc Shaler Karen DEQ Benzie Richard DEQ Devereaux Tracy Jo DEQ Prysby Mike

DEQ
Subject RE Information Request and Documentation

Attachments FOIA Request Fint Water.doc

For reference attached is the county health departments FOJA request to the City of Flint from January

Stephen Busch P.E

Lansing and Jackson District Supervisor

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance

MDEQ
517-643-2314

From Shekter Smith Liane DEQ
Sent Thursday March 12 2015 841 AM

To Wurfel Brad DEQ Sygo Jim DEQ Howes Sarah DEQ
Cc Shaler Karen DEQ Benzie Richard DEQ Devereaux Tracy J0 DEQ Busch Stephen DEQ
Subject FW Information Request and Documentation

Importance High

The district received this late Tuesday

Steve Busch has indicated that the district has not received meeting request from Jim Henry or the Genesee County

Health Department as indicated in his email below

The FOIA is specifically directed to the City of Flint not the DEQ

While the change in source may have created water quality conditions that could provide additiona organic nutrient

source to support legionella growth there is no evidence or confirmation of legionella coming directly from the Water

Treatment Plant or in the community water supply distribution system at this time

Seems like the next step is to communicate with DCH and possibly develop joint strategy/response Not sure who in

Exec wants to take the lead on this Steve Busch and Mike Prysby will continue to be lead for us on this They have been

in contact with DCH recently but only to learn that little progress has been made in identifying source or sources for

the illnesses

Begin forwarded message

From Henry James ihenrygchd.us
Date March 10 2015 at 64017 PM EDT
To Howard Croft hcroft@cityofflint.com Mike Piysby DEQ
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prysbyrnmichigan.gov Elizabeth Murphy emurphy@cityofflint.com Natasha

Henderson nhenderson@citvofflint.com Jerry Ambrose gambrose49gmai1.com

Dayne Walling dwallingcityofflint.com

Cc Valacak Mark MVALACAKgchd.us Cupal Suzaime scupalgchd.us
Has Shurooq shasangchd.us Childs Boimie BCHILDSgchd.us
Hallwood Dawn dhallwoodägchd.us Johnson M.D Gary

GJOIThSONgchd.us
Subject Information Request and Documentation

Hello everyone

The Genesee County Health Department has made several written and verbal requests for

specific information since October 2014 including Freedom of Information Act Request on

January 27 2015 The information still has not been received and the citys lack of cooperation

continues to prevent my office from performing our responsibilities

The Genesee County Health Department has the responsibility to conduct illness investigations

and consider all potential sources this is not optional In 2014 Genesee County experienced

significant increase of confirmed Legionella illnesses relative to previous years Legionella can be

deadly waterborne disease that typically affects the respiratory system

The increase of the illnesses closely corresponds with the timeframe of the switch to Flint River

water The majority of the cases reside or have an association with the city Also McLaren

Hospital identified and mitigated Legionella in their water system This is rather glaring

information and it needs to be looked into now prior to the warmer summer months when

Leg lonella is at its peak and we are potentially faced with crisis

This situation has been explicitly explained to MDEQ and many of the citys officials want to

make sure in writing that there are no misunderstandings regarding this significant and urgent

public health issue The Trihalomethane issues pale in comparison to the potential public health

risks of Legionella

am submitting the attached FOIA request again and requesting that the legal obligations of the

request are met If the information is not available please let me know In the past have

requested to meet with the water plant staff and MDEQ regarding Legionella concerns did not

receive response from the water plant staff and MDEQ declined think it is in the best interest

for all stakeholders that we meet and discuss the issues

Respectfully

Jim

Jim Henry

Jim Henry RS MBA
Environmental Health Supervisor

Genesee County Health Department www.gchd.us
630 Saginaw St Suite

Flint Ml 48502-1540

Phone 810 257-3618 Fax 810 257-3125

E-mail jhenry@gchd.us
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Genesee County Health Department

Mark Valacak M.P.E Health Officer

Gaiy Johnson M.D M.P.H Medical Director

January 27 2015

FOIA Coordinator City of Flint

1101 Saginaw Street 3rd floor

Flint MI 48502

RE Flint Water Plant Information Request

Dear FOIA Coordinator

Under provisions of the Michigan Freedom of Information Act MCLA 15.231 et seq MSA 4.1801 et seq

please provide copies of the following

Provide specific water testing locations and laboratory results within the City of Flint public water system for

Coliform E-coli Heterotrophic Bacteria and Trihalomethanes from January 2010 to January 27 2015

Provide any additional water testing that has been conducted for identifying potential public health risks

Include any available mapping of the water testing areas

Provide map delineating the boundaries of the City of Flint water distribution system Include any changes

to the boundaries along with corresponding dates from January 2014 to January 27 2015

Provide map or list of locations detailing dead ends pooling low pressure and any additional areas of

concern within the City of Flint water distribution system Include any modifications to the water

distribution system addressing cbricerns along with corresponding dates from January 2014 to January

27 2015

If you determine that any of the requested information is exempt from disclosure please detail what is

being withheld and cite the exemption under FOIA anticipate the request being filled within five working

days of receipt of this letter as provided under FOIA Please contact me at 810 257-3618 if there are fees

associated to comply with this request

Sincery

Jim Henry
Jim Henry

Environmental Health Supervisor

Genesee County Health Department

630 Saginaw Street

Flint Ml 48502

Better Life Through Better Health

Floyd McCree Courts Human Services Building 630 Saginaw Street Ste Flint Michigan 48502-1540

Burton Branch G-3373 Saginaw Street Burton Michigan 48529

Main Phone 810-257-3612 Visit us at www.gchd.us
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Olszewski Rosemarie DEQ

From Shekter Smith Liane DEQ
Sent Thursday March 12 2015 841 AM

To Wurfel Brad DEQ Sygo Jim DEQ Howes Sarah DEQ
Cc Shaler Karen DEQ Benzie Richard DEQ Devereaux Tracy Jo DEQ Busch Stephen

DEQ
Subject FW Information Request and Documentation

Attachments FOIA Request Flint Water.doc

Importance High

The district received this late Tuesday

Steve Busch has indicated that the district has not received meeting request from Jim Henry or the Genesee County

Health Department as indicated in his email below

The FOIA is specifically directed to the City of Flint not the DEQ

While the change in source may have created water quality conditions that could provide additional organic nutrient

source to support legionella growth there is no evidence or confirmation of legionella coming directly from the Water

Treatment Plant or in the community water supply distribution system at this time

Seems like the next step is to communicate with DCH and possibly develop joint strategy/response Not sure who in

Exec wants to take the lead on this Steve Busch and Mike Prysby will continue to be lead for us on this They have been

in contact with DCH recently but only to learn that little progress has been made in identifying source or sources for

the illnesses

Begin forwarded message

From Henry James ihenrygchd.us
Date March 10 2015 at 64017 PM EDT
To Howard Croft Jicroft@cityofflint.com Mike Prysby DEQ
prysbyrnmichigan gov Elizabeth Murphy emurphy@cityofflint.com Natasha

HenderSon nhendersoncityofflint.com Jerry Ambrose gambrose49gmail.com

Dayne Walling dwa1lingcityofflint.com

Cc Valacak Mark MVALACAK21gchd.us Cupal Suzanne scupalgchd.us

Hasan Shurooq shasangchd.us Childs Bonnie BCHILDSgchd.us
Hallwood Dawn dhallwood2igchd.usJohnson M.D Gary
GJOHNS ONgchd.us
Subject Information Request and Documentation

Hello everyone

The Genesee County Health Department has made several written and verbal requests for

specific information since October 2014 including Freedom of Information Act Request on
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January 27 2015 The information still has not been received and the citys lack of cooperation

continues to prevent my office from performing our responsibilities

The Genesee County Health Department has the responsibility to conduct illness investigations

and consider all potential sources this is not optional In 2014 Genesee County experienced

significant increase of confirmed Legionella illnesses relative to previous years Legionella can be

deadly waterborne disease that typically affects the respiratory system

The increase of the illnesses closely corresponds with the timeframe of the switch to Flint River

water The majority of the cases reside or have an association with the city Also McLaren

Hospital identified and mitigated Legionella in their water system This is rather glaring

information and it needs to be looked into now prior to the warmer summer months when

Leg onella is at its peak and we are potentially faced with crisis

This situation has been explicitly explained to MDEQ and many of the citys officials want to

make sure in writing that there are no misunderstandings regarding this significant and urgent

public health issue The Trihalomethane issues pale in comparison to the potential public health

risks of Legionella

am submitting the attached FOIA request again and requesting that the legal obligations of the

request are met If the information is not available please let me know In the past have

requested to meet with the water plant staff and MDEQ regarding Legionella concerns did not

receive response from the water plant staff and MDEQ declined think it is in the best interest

for all stakeholders that we meet and discuss the issues

Respecifully

Jim

Jim Henry

Jim Henry RS MBA
Environmental Health Supervisor

Genesee County Health Department www.gchd.us

630 Saginaw St Suite

Flint Ml 48502-1540

Phone 810 257-3618 Fax 810 257-3125

E-mail ihenry@cichd.us
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_____
Genesee County Health Department

Mark Valacak M.P.H Health Officer

Gaiy Johnson M.D MPH Medical Director

January 272015

FOIA Coordinator City of Flint

1101 Saginaw Street 3rd floor

Flint Ml 48502

RE Flint Water Plant Information Request

Dear FOIA Coordinator

Under provisions of the Michigan Freedom of Information Act MCLA 15.231 et seq MSA 4.1801 et seq

please provide copies of the following

Provide specific water testing locations and laboratory results within the City of Flint public water system for

Coliform E-coli Heterotrophic Bacteria and Trihalomethanes from January 2010 to January 27 2015

Provide any additional water testing that has been conducted for identifying potential public health risks

include any available mapping of the water testing areas

Provide map delineating the boundaries of the City of Flint water distribution system Include any changes

to the boundaries along with corresponding dates from January 2014 to January 27 2015

Provide map or list of locations detailing dead ends pooling low pressure and any additional areas of

concern within the City of Flint water distribution system Include any modifications to the water

distribution system addressing concerns along with corresponding dates from January 2014 to January

27 2015

If you determine that any of the requested information is exempt from disclosure please detail what is

being withheld and cite the exemption under FOIA anticipate the request being filled within five working

days of receipt of this letter as provided under FOIA Please contact me at 810 257-3618 if there are fees

associated to comply with this request

Sincerely

Jim Henry
Jim Henry

Environmental Health Supervisor

Genesee County Health Department

630 Saginaw Street

Flint MI 48502

Better Life Through Better Health

Floyd McCree Courts Human Services Building 630 Saginaw Street Ste Flint Michigan 48502-1540

Burton Branch 0-3373 Saginaw Street Burton Michigan 48529

Main Phone 81O257-36l2 Visit us at www.gchd.us
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