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~ l-: P.~. deHvers c:yanotox:ns plan to Congress 

@ Adviso;·y counc:l cons:de:s :ecommendat:cns on ~ead and Copper Rule 

@ :::PA <;e~:·b input on iYgio::el!<: contro! 

~ House-~.enate panel takes up t;·;msportation bi'i, lfJFA 

"' i·Y.l>. funding could g~:·t bogg;:~d down :n policy d:sputes 

From: AWWA Public Affairs [ mailto: publicaffairs@awwa.org] 
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2015 9:04AM 
To: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ) 
Subject: AWWA Water Services Insider 

HrNi:1g :.:-ovble viewing :f:e ernBil bel(';w? Please~·:::-.:;~ h:.-::·~:. 

·····························--~~-~~:.:.T?..:.~~-~-ure de:hrery 10 your i::bex please add f-;~.ib::'-~~-;~~a::·~;(~f~-;..,-.,:-:_-;<a.~X(~ 10 your address beck 

~--···················.!~--

Nov. 20, 2015 
Weicorne to F:0 latest issue ol Hw Water Services fm.;ider. in th::s issu0: 
6 ;(::;-:~od ~-:;(~fn::H;i~~n' !e9i~;1a.tk~;~ ~-...t~)u!d a.(k)r~~~~; ;3lb;3lndon~~d n·~in~~:· k~:3.u~:~: 

o EPl\ ~)~:!iv~~:·s cy:~n~)tex:n3 p;;:~n h~ (\~r:~~r~~3~< 
o ./~d"·~s.(~:-'/ ~x~unc11 ~::(~n~:id•:~fs. f•:~c~)n1:·n~~ndat;c.-n~; t):·: LF:~d ::~nd Gc.-pp~~r Hu~~~ 

It EF/\· :3:B~~~ks input on Lef:.j/or.~eli~:;. cDnt:·ol 
It ~-k~U;3:F--~~Fna1·~: pan~~; ·~akE::~3 up t:·~~n~'P'Xt~~~k}n t~lll, V.,/lFl/-\ 
6 EP.-~ fund~n9 C(~Ldd 9~~i tx~~~9~~d dG'-:\·'n in f>-:~Ucy dk~pui~}~~ 
o Heus~~~ G')rn:-n;ttB~~~ r~3authDdz~~~~ bn: !') a~.~~ist ~~~r:an \:Vat~1r ut;nt:e3 

AWWA govemment alfa!rs staff has been studying concepts for "Good Samaritan·' legis!ation 
tl1at vvouid allovv ent:ties to ciean up mine sites witho:;t ass:;ming ::ab:::ty risk.s. With more 
than 400,000 <:b<:ndor:sd hard rock mines throughout tr:s un:ted States, several members of 
Congress have expressed interest in introd:;cing such legisiation. Unde!· c:;n-ent Glean Water 
Act and Sup0dund ii.3.WB, Pi.3.fliElB F:i.3.t might acl <:s Good Sarni.3/lans lack incentivr:ls to oet 
h:volved \\''til tllese sites. We are gathering input from water ut'nties and other expe1·ts to 
prod:;ce p!·:nciples that will protect drinking water in tile creat:on of proposed ren:ed:ation 
p:<:ns. 

The U.S. Envi:onmenta! Protect'on Agency de!ive1·ed 'ts ''·'"-i~F~i To::-:!n H!sk i\s:;(;s:;:m,nt and 
~t~n~~~F~:·n~~n1· ~~tr·at~~~~;G P:an f~x DdnUn~3 V\:~at~~(j to Congress on Tuesday~ as required by the 
;'D:hkin~; V'/::>i<::: p,·(;tedk;:< .<\(;\'' (P.L. 114-45). The p:<,n out!ines EPA's ador:s to date, as 
well as antic!pated wmk to eva!uate the risks posed by cyanotoxh:s h: d1·inking wate1·. Whne 
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not explic:t, it appears tr:at cy<:notoxir,s will be inc:'-ided in the next mund of the Ur~:,::-p:.dal(d 
Co:;te::·>ha:<t \'bnit;)d:;~; Hui;' as pa:t of the agency's contin'-ied \\'o:k to determine if a SDVJA 
sknd23.rd is appropriate. EPA outiines ~:ow il :s 0valuat:r:g the comparability of 23.vailabiEl 
ELISA ar:a:ytcal metr:ods with LC/MS/MS methods, <:swell <:s collecting :r:fom:ation that 'NiH 
:ntorn: future !·ecommendat:ons to wale: utiiities and states on management of cyanotoxins. 
While mucr: of c\.i:rer:t efforts are focused or: microcystin and cylindrospermopsir,, the pian 
recognizes tile need to: 1·esea:cil or, a ia:ger universe of cyanotoxh:s. The UCMR is 
s6:0duied for propos23.i in e23/y .2016 and :s lo be t:r:23.::z.ed in 2017 . 

. i\t.iv·~~1:t-1fY (~.\)t~rsc:~ ~ ~~.()f%~1:-~~Jt-~rs rt-~(~~t:rrs~s-~er~\i~1t~(Jt1l~ t-1r~ L .. ~~&1t~ 
-~';_~ ~--~ ~'-i ~--~: f'~ ~'"::: ~'"\(;} ;:< ~-x:t .. §} L~'&,: 
::;.-!-.::: :..: "...:.:: ~ .... -.;; ... ~" ~ ..... jt'-" ~<' ~ ... . .. '"'" - .......... 

The n:ajor;ty of th:s 'vVeek~s ;-.JaU~)n:~: Dr:n;·d:·!f~ VV~~tFr /\~j;..··:fery (\?unGH meet:r:g focused on 
drafting recommendations fo: revising the Lead and Copper Rule. ir, August, a NDWAC 
wmkg:oup ;x:mpi"ted ijs i"'[X:it fm tile counci!'s consideration. Afte1· evaluating tile report and 
putliic comments, the NDWAC d0cidEld to forw23.rd the workgroup's rE1corrm:0r:ddions to EPA 
Administrator Gina f¥1cCartr:y. A transmittal p<:ci-mge is nmv in development. The central 
eiement of the recomn:endations is th8.t g,;; systen:s would develop and in:piement a strategic 
pi<:n to rEHnCMl 23)i lead servicEl iines lrorn W23.ter mains to buildin9 'Nails. In putliic comments 
to NDWAC, Flint community advocate Lee Walters challenged water systems to do more 
soorwr, inciud:r:g posling Hwir currEmt l.CR monitorin~; inslructions to horn0ovvners on thE:ir 
websites and revis:r:g those ir,st:\.ict:or,s to remove elements th<:t reduce <:pparsnt lead levels 
(e.!J., advising pre-sta9nation t:usllin!J, capping the length of sta9nation period, removing 
23.erdors). Y<anr:23. l.arnor:r:idou, 23. rnembE1r ol Hw NDVVAG Workin9 Group wilh 23. dissentin~; 
opir,ior,, called fm utilities to make lead monitoring data mo:e readily avai!ab!e to the public 
as well as ()ji·iw ;~ch:ticnill ::wm:w·n beyond those refiected in the Working Oroup report. 

EPA heid a putliic rrwet:r:g last WE1ek to garner input or: "T~:c~hndcqiG:;: h:· i.;;•qi:>%•.'/a CGnt·,)i: 
3ci":·>jific Utm-etur~; HH'.'i<O:W." The agency is providing this lite:atu1·e review-- p:hllal·ily 
focused on dis:ntection technologies --to assist buiid:ng owners contemplat:ng adding 
treatment for Legione!!a controL The iitmature review is not SDWA "guidance," <:nd EPA :s 
explicitly leaving to state p1·imacy agencies decisions or, when a bu:idir,g must comply with 
SDWA rE1quirEnnents. Pmticip<:nts in !he rrwet:r:g w0r0 cor:cE1rned !hat the literdurEl reviElW 
might be perceived as guidance, that the:e we:e technologies that were not included and that 
review did not summarize the lite!·ature in te:ms of controllin9 p:o::ferat:on of Legione.l.la in 
bu:idir,g systems. The doc\.iment w:ii be reviewed by S'-ibject m<:tte: experts in ear!y 2016 and 
finalized in 20'16. 

A House-Sen8.te conference committee began meetin9 tl1is week to p:od:;ce a s:ngle long­
term surface transportation bill, and one th<:t r:opefully wi!! contain the ior,g-sought·<:!ter 
technical con·ection to tile Water h:frastwctu1·e Finance and Innovation Act. One heartening 
devElioprnent occ;;rred during open:r:g slat0rrwnts when U.S. RE1p. Bob G:obs of Ohio, c~1air 
of the House Subcommittee on Water Resources and Env:ror:ment, said fix:r:g WIFIA was 
one of l1is th!·ee priorities in produc:ng the t:g,nsporl8.tion b:::. Hep. Bill Shuste!·, cl1air of tile 
Hous0 Gorrm:i!te0 on Transporlatior: and lnh:structur0, said ~:is ~;o<:i w<as to file Hwlinal 
iegislatior, Nov. 30 and have it on President Obama's desk by Dec. 4. However, he also 
23.dmit!Eld this wouid bEl 23. diflic;;it !ask .. AWWA r23.rnped up its Qf23.smoots and d:r0ct advocacy 
efforts th:s week. While we r:ave r:e<::d cor,sidmable support fo: the t:x or: tr:e Hi!!, <:nyth:r:g 
can happen in 8. political environment. Othe!· W8.ter 8.ssociat:ons have !·amped up their efforts 
<as well. T~:0 Senate version oflhe transporlatior: bill 23)r0<:dy conkins !he V\!!FiA corr0c:tior:. 
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V'Jr:iie Congress and President Obarn<: did ;xod\.ice a t';\'<>y(:ar bud~;,::t d(>='d earlier this fall, 
funding lor EPA and its progmms, inc!udir,g the state 1·evoiving !oar, fund, could stW face a 
cornpiicated road. Bills Iundin~; EPA <and related agr:mc:es :r: boF: F:e HouSEl i.3.nd Ser1ate 
cont<:in policy riders that co'-i!d attract<: veto or blocking maneuvers :n tr:e Senate. These 
biiis have apparer,tly died. The two h:ghest-profile ride!·s would kJII the Glean Power Piar, and 
the :\.i!e defin:ng "V'h:tms of the U.S.'' Rigr:t now, tr:e federa: government is opmating under a 
contir,'-iir,g reso!ution until Dec. ·11. Expect to see an omnib'-is spending biii fund the 
govE1rnrnent i.3.fter F:& DebdElS arE1 st::: goin9 or: in !he Capito: on vvheF:er F:e orrmibu~; bill 
will conta:n tr:e riders. If it does, the threat of a president:<:! veto or tough congressional 
batties will :oom. 

The Ho'-ise Committee on Energy and Commerce llas appmved and sent to the f\.i!! House S 
rs::, <: billlhat wouid rE1author:z.e te6:n:c:al <:ss:su.r:cE1lor srn<:ii public wdElr ulilit:es. By 
passing tr:e Senate bill witr:o'-it <:mendment, rnembms hoped to speed final passage. It would 
iet EP.A. make wants or :r,itiate coope!·ative agreements w:th r,or,-wotit organizations to 
providE! such assislance to small systems. Authorized fur:d:r:g wouid rEH11<:in Si 5 million 
anr,\.iaiiy. Cor,gress llas pmvided more than $12 million a year for the progmm ever, after 
<:uthorizdion e>:pirEld :r: 2003. 

if l@f l@f l@f i: 
AWWA 0(!iivers VahJ(!d Ben(!fi!S to Your Organiz<stkm 

V'h:tm Services Inside: is a benefit of yo\.:: organiz<:tion's membership. Take advantage of 
specialized infmmatior, and d:scounted !·ates on educational opportunities and technical 

~nforrnf'~tion. Le;).f;~ n~(~r\3 ;:~b(~Ut n·~~~n-~b~.n~:h;p (~d,..-::~ni~~~1~}~~. 
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