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From: Donaldson, Kristina (DEQ)

To: Busch, Stephen (DEQ)

Cc: Benzie, Richard (DEQ); Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ)

Subject: FW: Detroit/Highland Park Controlled Correspondence

Date: Wednesday, July 22, 2015 9:30:34 AM

Attachments: Elint Detroit Highland Park Michigan Control 10 June 22 2015.docx

| just wanted to give you a heads up that | received a call from Michelle George this morning. She is
the addressee on the attached letter sent out by the EPA last month. She called me because my
name was on the letter she received. She mentioned she was in DC and spoke to Gary Peters about
her concerns. She said she wants to have a “sit down” with the department heads to discuss the
problems in Flint. Her concerns are related to the water in Flint contributing to a variety of health
problems experienced by residents.

I explained to her that my name was on the letter because of her concerns relating to Highland

Park. | tried to give her a quick overview of the status of GLWA/DWSD/Highland Park as it relates to
potential shut-offs. | told her that | could not fully address her concerns relating to Flint and asked if
she had contacted Steve. She said she had and then proceeded to recap her conversations with
Steve and her concerns related to those conversations. | told her | could really only address any
questions related to DWSD/GLWA/Highland Park and/or any Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, and St.
Clair water systems. Despite telling her that, she said she wanted to speak with me again and that
she had to go.

Her concerns seemed to center around the residents of Flint and she didn’t seem to want to talk
about Highland Park. If she calls again | will continue to defer her Flint questions to Steve ©

Thanks,
Kris

From: Crooks, Jennifer [mailto:crooks.jennifer@epa.gov]
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2015 11:30 AM

To: Donaldson, Kristina (DEQ)

Subject: Detroit/Highland Park Controlled Correspondence

Thank you, Kris, talking with me this morning about Detroit and Highland Park; and thank you for
reviewing this draft. The citizen’s question about Flint is on the second page, so you don’t need to
review that too—I know your time is valuable!

Jennifer
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Ms. Michelle R. George

7719 Prairie Street

Detroit, Michigan  48210



Dear Ms. George: 

Thank you for your June 1, 2015 letter to Ken Kopocis, Deputy Assistant Administrator at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA), concerning the quality of the drinking water in the cities of Detroit, Flint, and Highland Park, Michigan.  Your letter was forwarded to me for a response, since municipal water supplies in Michigan are located within the geographical boundaries of the Region 5 office of the U.S. EPA. 

To respond to your letter, my staff contacted the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) District Supervisor for the Southeast Michigan District, Kris Donaldson, to discuss the Detroit shut-off of water service to Detroit citizens, and the possibility of Detroit shutting off water service to Highland Park. Highland Park has had problems with its billing process for a number of years. At this time, it is my understanding that the Great Lakes Regional Authority/Detroit has not shut-off water service to Highland Park. 

Ms. Donaldson can provide you with a status of the various negotiations/contracts currently underway between the Great Lakes Regional Authority and the City of Detroit, which includes water service to Highland Park. You can contact Ms. Donaldson at:

Kris Donaldson, P.E., District Supervisor

Southeast Michigan District 

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality

	27700 Donald Court

	Warren, Michigan  48092

	(586) 753-3759	

donaldsonk@michigan.gov		                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Under the Federal Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), a public water supply is not allowed to provide drinking water to the public if it does not meet the standards set by the SDWA, without dire consequences from the MDEQ or from U.S. EPA. Treated drinking water from a lake or river source has cost, and providing piped water through many miles of distribution system pipe also has a cost. Even though a municipality may not have the funding to treat and distribute the water so it can meet these standards, the water system is still required to meet the standards set by the Federal and State SDWAs. 

The SDWA regulates drinking water to ensure it meets health standards. U.S. EPA does not regulate how utilities operate administratively; thus, U.S. EPA has no authority in the decisions concerning shutting off water service to customers. This is a local jurisdictional issue. 

My staff also contacted the MDEQ Lansing District Supervisor, Steve Busch, to discuss Flint’s drinking water issues. He and his staff are working closely with Flint’s Water Department to ensure the distribution system and the water treatment processes work more efficiently and effectively.  Since April 2014, Flint exceeded the health standards for E. coli in August 2014, for total coliform bacteria in September 2014, and total trihalomethanes (TTHM) in the fourth quarter of 2014; all other regulated contaminants meet State and Federal health standards, as required under the Federal and Michigan SDWAs.  Flint conducted the proper follow-up to the above violations as required by Federal and State regulations.  Flint has returned to compliance the bacteria MCL violations that occurred in August and September 2014. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Compliance with the TTHM health standard is based upon the average of one year of sample data, from the most recent four quarters, at each sampling location.  Upon the recommendations of the MDEQ Lansing District engineers, Flint implemented operational techniques at the drinking water treatment plant and in the distribution system to reduce the formation of TTHM compounds.  Flint’s actions have reduced TTHM concentrations to the point where the most recent results (May 2015) at all eight sample locations are below the drinking water TTHM health standard.  Due to the exceedances in 2014, Flint must continue to provide quarterly public notification of TTHM concentrations. Flint continues to work with the MDEQ engineers to reduce the TTHM levels within the distribution system.   

For further information regarding MDEQ’s oversight and assistance to the City of Flint regarding its drinking water quality, you can contact Mr. Busch at:

Steve Busch, District Supervisor

Lansing District Office

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality

	P.O. Box 30242

	Lansing, Michigan  48909-7742

	(517) 643-2314

	buschs@michigan.gov



We appreciate your interest in this matter.  If you have additional questions, please contact Jennifer Crooks of my staff at (312) 886-0244 or crooks.jennifer@epa.gov.

                          Sincerely,









                          Tinka G. Hyde 

                          Director, Water Division



cc:  Mike Prysby, MDEQ

       Steve Busch, MDEQ

       Kris Donaldson, MDEQ

       Kris Philip, MDEQ

       Richard Benzie, MDEQ



	




Additional Information                                                                                                  May 2015                                                                                                    

The source of drinking water for the City of Flint was changed from Detroit (which comes from Lake Huron) to the Flint River at the end of April 2014.  The quality of the water in the Flint River is different than that from Lake Huron, and requires additional treatment to ensure an acceptable quality drinking water.  The MDEQ has been working closely with the Operator-in-Charge at the Flint Water Treatment plant to ensure that the citizens of Flint are provided drinking water that meets health standards.  The use of Flint River water as a source for your drinking water is an interim source.  Flint plans to connect to the Karegnondi pipeline, which will draw water from Lake Huron, in 2016.  

Some citizens have suggested that the source of drinking water should be switched back to Detroit drinking water which comes from Lake Huron.  EPA does not have the authority to require Flint to change its source of drinking water back to Detroit drinking water.  The decision to change the source of Flint’s drinking water was a local decision, and continues to be a local decision only.  However, Flint is obligated to take actions necessary to meet drinking water standards.

Also, some citizens have noted concerns regarding the health effects of TTHMs. By law, Flint must inform consumers of health standard exceedances.  The risk of developing long-term health problems from TTHM exposure is low for those in general good health and can be a concern after years of ingestion.  The risk of developing health problems is higher for some sub-populations, such as the immune-compromised and pregnant women; therefore, this group may want to seek alternative sources of water, such as bottled water, or purchase a home water treatment device.  Consumers may want to talk with their doctors to help them make individual health decisions.  

Telephone numbers for citizens to call if they have further concerns about their drinking water quality or if citizens would like their drinking water tested by Flint:

Flint Water Service Center deals with problems in the distribution                system:  (810) 766-7202

Flint Water Treatment Plant deals with the actual treatment of the water prior                          to its pumping into the distribution system:  (810) 787-6537










bcc:  J. Crooks, GWDWB

         T. Murphy, GWDWB

         H. Shoven, GWDWB




