
From: Benzie, Richard (DEQ)
To: Philip, Kris (DEQ); Cook, Pat (DEQ); Shekter, Jean (DEQ)
Subject: FW: Flint Site 5 Boil water advisory documents
Date: Friday, September 05, 2014 2:52:00 PM
Attachments: Boil PN TC detected.pdf

Flint-Site5-BWA.pdf

FYI
 

From: Busch, Stephen (DEQ) 
Sent: Friday, September 05, 2014 2:47 PM
To: Daugherty Johnson (djohnson@cityofflint.com); Brent Wright (bwright@cityofflint.com);
 mglasgow@cityofflint.com
Cc: Benzie, Richard (DEQ); Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ); Prysby, Mike (DEQ); Rosenthal, Adam (DEQ)
Subject: Flint Site 5 Boil water advisory documents
 
Gentlemen,
 
Attached are the boil water advisory public notice with all required language and a map of the
 impacted zone.  Please distribute to your media contacts immediately.
 
Once we have 2 sets of non-detect samples from the impacted area we can discuss lifting the
 advisory. 
 
You indicated that flushing of the area has already started.
Please ensure the water system is taking investigative steps to identify a possible source

o   Inspect storage facilities
o   Verify pumping and treatment system remains intact and uncontaminated
o   Inspect cross connection accounts in the affected area
o   Survey the area for any unidentified cross connections
o   Review any recent construction or maintenance in the area
o   Check for building permits and with building inspectors for any recent construction in

 the area
o   Check with fire departments and DPW for any temporary or improper hydrant use
o   Review pumpage and check for breaks, leaks, or an uptick in unaccounted water loss
o   Ensure any vacant properties have had the water service shutoff
o   Review Cl residual data, conduct additional Cl monitoring, and increase disinfectant

 residual
 
I will be in contact with the County Health Department and the MDARD Food and Dairy Division.
 
You can reach me over the weekend at this number or Mike Prysby at his number.
 
Stephen Busch, P.E.
Lansing and Jackson District Supervisor
Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance
MDEQ
517-643-2314
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CERTIFICATION: WSSN:  [enter Water Supply Serial Number] 
I certify that this water supply has fully complied with the public notification requirements in the Michigan Safe Drinking Water Act, 
1976 PA 399, as amended, and the administrative rules. 
 
      
 Signature Title Date Distributed 


Reminder to water supplier:  This notice / certification must be sent to the DEQ. 
cc: [cc the local health department and the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development if the boil affects a 


municipal supply.] 


LOCALIZED DRINKING WATER WARNING 
Coliform bacteria detected in localized area of Flint water system 


BOIL YOUR WATER BEFORE USING 
Our water system detected the presence of coliform bacteria in the water supply on September 3, 2014.  We 
routinely monitor for the presence of drinking water contaminants.  We took routine samples for coliform 
bacteria during on September 2, 2014 from all sampling locations throughout the city.  The location near 
Flushing Road and Chevrolet Avenue showed the presence of coliform bacteria.  We took three repeat 
samples at this location and at adjacent locations on September 3 and again on September 4, 2014.   Two of 
the three samples on the 3rd showed the presence of total coliform bacteria and three of the three samples 
collected on the 4th in this same area showed the presence of total coliform bacteria.  All other monitoring 
locations in the City continue to show no presence of Coliform bacteria. 
 
What should I do? 


DO NOT DRINK THE WATER WITHOUT BOILING IT FIRST.  Bring all water to a boil, let it boil for one 
minute, and let it cool before using, or use bottled water.  Boiled or bottled water should be used for drinking, 
making ice, brushing teeth, washing dishes, and preparing food.  Boiling kills bacteria and other organisms in 
the water. Continue using boiled or bottled water until further notice.  This boil notice is limited to the area 
bordered by Dayton Street (north), DuPont Street (east), Flint River (south), and LaVelle Road to Flint River 
(west).  
 
If you have a severely compromised immune system, have an infant, are pregnant, or are elderly, you may be 
at increased risk and should seek advice from your health care providers about drinking this water. 
 
What does this mean? 


Total coliform bacteria are generally not harmful themselves.  Coliforms are bacteria which are naturally 
present in the environment and are used as an indicator that other, potentially-harmful, bacteria may be 
present.   
 
Usually, coliforms are a sign that there could be a problem with the treatment or distribution system (pipes).  
Whenever we detect coliform bacteria in any sample, we do follow-up testing to see if other bacteria of greater 
concern, such as fecal coliform or E. coli, are present.  We did not find any of these bacteria in our subsequent 
testing.  If we had, we would have notified you immediately.  However, we are still finding coliforms in the 
drinking water. 
 
What happened? What is being done? 


We are still detecting coliform bacteria.  We will inform you when our sampling shows that no bacteria are 
detected.  We are flushing the system and increasing the chlorine residual within the affected area. We 
anticipate resolving the problem within the next two to three days.  In the meantime, please continue using 
boiled or bottled water until we notify you otherwise. 
 
If you have questions, you may contact Mr. Brent Wright of the City of Flint at 810-787-6537, 
bwright@cityofflint.com , 4500 North Dort Highway, Flint MI. 48505 or Daughtry Johnson, Utilities Administrator 
(810) 766-7135, ext. 2602.  General guidelines on ways to lessen the risk of infection by microbes are 
available from EPA's Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791. 
 







CERTIFICATION: WSSN:  [enter Water Supply Serial Number] 
I certify that this water supply has fully complied with the public notification requirements in the Michigan Safe Drinking Water Act, 
1976 PA 399, as amended, and the administrative rules. 
 
      
 Signature Title Date Distributed 


Reminder to water supplier:  This notice / certification must be sent to the DEQ. 
cc: [cc the local health department and the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development if the boil affects a 


municipal supply.] 


Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those who may not have 
received this notice directly (for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools, and businesses).  
You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail. 
 
This notice is being sent to you as a precautionary measure by the City of Flint. 
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