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From: Kuefler, Janet
To: alao@idem.IN.gov; Benzie, Richard (DEQ); Beth.Messer@epa.state.oh.us; cathrine.wunderlich@wisconsin.gov;

Dave.McMillan@illinois.gov; DeBruyn. Dana (DEQ); jill.jonas@wisconsin.gov; mclark@idem.in.gov_;
mike.baker@epa.state.oh.us; Monosmith, Carrie (DEQ); Philip, Kris (DEQ); randy.ellingboe@state.mn.us;
rick.cobb@lllinois.gov; Robert.Smude@state.mn.us; Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ); Steve.EImore@Wisconsin. gov

Cc: Deltoral, Miguel

Subject: FW: "up to 20% lead" from water is not correct, or consistent with Federal Register mandated language
Date: Monday, June 29, 2015 8:02:36 AM

Attachments: Table 1 to Steve.docx

ATT00001.htm

From: Deltoral, Miguel

Sent: Monday, June 29, 2015 6:43 AM

To: Kuefler, Janet

Cc: Suero, Maryann; RS WD GWDW

Subject: FW: "up to 20% lead" from water is not correct, or consistent with Federal Register mandated language

Janet - See email below from OGWDW and please forward to the States.

The lead in drinking water exposure information that has been on EPA's website is incorrect and is being changed.
Unfortunately, it has up for so long that pretty much every other website out there, including State PWSS Program
and Health Department websites, say that drinking water can contribute "up to 20%" of lead exposure. This is
incorrect and is being changed by EPA to "20% or more".

Miguel A. Del Toral

Regulations Manager

U.S. EPA R5 GWDWB

77 West Jackson Blvd, (WG-15J)
Chicago, IL 60604

Phone: (312) 886-5253

From: Christ, Lisa

Sent: Friday, June 26, 2015 10:10 AM

To: Palagian, Evangelia; Rasso, Mark; Rizzo, George; Donahue, Lisa; Smith, Brian; Porter, Andrea; Deltoral,
Miguel; Mlachak, Shirley; Deason, Ken; Clement, Robert; Gambatese, Jason; Lee, Bessie; Marshall, Wendy
Cc: Kempic, Jeffrey; Ellis, Jerry; Fultz, Christopher; Smith, Lameka; Helm, Erik

Subject: FW: "up to 20% lead" from water is not correct, or consistent with Federal Register mandated language

All -

One of our stakeholders has identified inaccurate information on the EPA web site (see below). The study that
supports the 1991 rule is still the scientific basis for the estimate of 20% or more contribution from drinking water
of total lead exposure. We need to ensure that the information on the agency's web site and in materials is correct.
We've identified two web sites at HQ that we are revising. I need your assistance in identifying and revising the
incorrect information in other places.

1) EPA web sites that incorrectly state "up to 20%"

2) Brochures, factsheets, etc that incorrectly state "up to 20%"

Please complete corrections to web sites as soon as possible. We will compile a list of materials and develop a plan
with you for making corrections to other materials. If you have questions or concerns please contact Jeff Kempic.
Thank you in advance -

Lisa
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Table 1.  How EPA became the source of mis-leading public education materials stating that “water accounts for up to 20% of a person’s total exposure to lead,” and therefore downplaying lead in water health risks. 

a. USEPA Public Education language mandated in the Federal Register.

Lead in drinking water, although rarely the sole cause of lead poisoning, can significantly increase a person’s total lead exposure, particularly the exposure of infants who drink baby formulas and concentrated juices that are mixed with water. EPA estimates that drinking water can make up 20% or more of a person’s total exposure to lead. FR 141.85 p 685 (1991).



b. EPA incorrectly mischaracterizes its own language, but compensates by acknowledging a much higher risk to infants drinking formula.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Although the main sources of exposure to lead are ingesting paint chips and inhaling dust, EPA estimates that 10 to 20 percent of human exposure to lead may come from lead in drinking water. Infants who consume mostly mixed formula can receive 40 to 60 percent of their exposure to lead from drinking water. http://water.epa.gov/drink/contaminants/basicinformation/lead.cfm



c. Utilities [e.g. Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (MWRA)] change the federally mandated language of “20% or more,” to “up to 20%,”  and drop compensating language about higher risk to infants drinking formula.

Most cases of lead poisoning are from contact with peeling lead paint and lead paint dust. Although lead in tap water is rarely the single cause of lead poisoning, it can increase a person’s total lead exposure, particularly in infants who drink baby formula or concentrated juices that are mixed with water. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) estimates that water can make up to 20% of a person’s total exposure to lead.

http://www.mwra.state.ma.us/04water/html/boston.pdf



Is drinking water the main source of lead exposure?

Lead contamination from lead-based paint, dirt, and dust accounts for most of the exposure. Lead from drinking water can make up to 20 percent of a person’s total exposure to lead.

http://www.mwra.state.ma.us/04water/html/Lead_Faucets.htm



Most cases of lead poisoning are from contact with peeling lead paint and lead paint dust. While lead in tap water is rarely the single cause of lead poisoning, it can increase a person's total lead exposure, particularly in infants who drink baby formula or concentrated juices that are mixed with water.

http://www.bwsc.org/COMMUNITY/lead/lead_sources.asp



d. The US EPA then combines Massachusetts Water Resources Authority citations, attributing it to MWRA.



Lead in Water: (from the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority) 

While lead in tap water is rarely the single cause of lead poisoning, it can increase a person's total lead exposure, particularly in infants who drink baby formula or concentrated juices mixed with water. The EPA estimates that water, in some cases, can make up to 20% of a person's total exposure to lead.

http://www.epa.gov/region1/eco/ne_lead/keep_it_clean.html



e.  Other utilities now cite the US EPA as the source of the language “up to 20%” 



While lead in tap water is rarely the single cause of lead poisoning, it can increase a person’s total lead exposure, particularly in infants who drink baby formula or concentrated juices that are mixed with water. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) estimates that water can make up to 20% of a person’s total exposure to lead.

e.g. http://www.guc.com/Data/Sites/1/media/services/water/lead_factsheet.pdf
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Lisa Christ, Chief

Targeting and Analysis Branch

Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water USEPA
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW

Washington, DC 20460-0001

phone: 202.564.8354

fax: 202.564-3760

Mail Code: 4607M

From: Burneson, Eric

Sent: Friday, May 15, 2015 8:49 AM

To: Christ, Lisa

Subject: Fwd: "up to 20% lead" from water is not correct, or consistent with Federal Register mandated language

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marc Edwards <edwardsm@vt.edu<mailto:edwardsm@vt.edu>>

Date: May 14, 2015 at 11:46:58 PM EDT

To: <Stephen.Estes-Smargiassi@mwra.com<mailto:Stephen.Estes-Smargiassi@mwra.com>>,
<Kempic.Jeffrey@epamail.epa.gov<mailto:Kempic.Jeffrey@epamail.epa.gov>>,
<Robinson.MattM@epa.gov<mailto:Robinson.MattM@epa.gov>>,
<burneson.eric@epa.gov<mailto:burneson.eric@epa.gov>>

Subject: "up to 20% lead" from water is not correct, or consistent with Federal Register mandated language Steve
and Jeff and Matt and Eric,

I was trying to figure out how and why EPA is now cited as the source of lead in water causing "up to 20%" of lead
in blood, as I have seen that in many presentations and PE materials.

This statement makes no sense based on any prior scientific study, and a few months back I discovered this is
contradicted by the original study in the EPA docket for the LCR.

In fact, this language is not even consistent with that mandated in the federal register, which says you have to tell
consumers that lead in water is "20% or more" of the lead in blood.

The Federal Register is accurate. "Up to 20%" is essentially the opposite of the required language of "20% or
more," and I would like to get this misleading information corrected as soon as possible.

As near as I can tell, it looks like this language now cited with EPA as the source, originated with MWRA. Can the
four of you look this over, and tell me where I am going wrong, and take steps to have this removed from the EPA
web pages if [ am not wrong? Steve, if you can tell me the original source for MWRA''s statements on "up to 20%,"
I would appreciate your help in tracking that down.

Thanks in advance.

Marc
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