
From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Murray, David (GOV) 
Monday, April 06, 2015 11:36 AM 
Wurfel, Brad (DEQ) 

Subject: Re: request for comment 

Perfect! Thanks, Brad. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Apr 6, 2015, at 11:33 AM, Wurfel, Brad (DEQ) <WurfeiB@rnichigan.gov> wrote: 

The governor believes eve[]:one in Michigan deserves clean, safe drinking water. It is 
why Michigan has a great team of professionals at the DEQ to oversee municipal 
drinking water operators around the state and make sure they comply with state and 
federal drinkinQ water standards. And it is \North noting that, today, the city's drinking 
\Vater systEHil is producing water that meets state and fE:JdEwal standards. 
More alarming than the councilman's incendiary and inaccurate remarks is the 
underexamined fact that the city has failed to properly maintain its drinking vvater 
system for the past 40 yems, and the impact of that system-wide neglect is starting to 
shmv in ways big and small. When the city council votes to return to Detroit as a vvater 
supply, it makes a strong statement: they are committed to continuing to spend money 
they don't have while continuing to ignore the real problem - simple maintenance of the 
pipelines. 
Fm its part.. The State of Michigan will continue working with city leaders to establish a 
schedule for necessary fixes and long-term solutions that align with Flinfs major needs 
and available dollars. The problem with the city's water supply did not happen overnight 
and a real fix won't happen ovEwnight, either. 

I think my RPA is in my other sportcoat. Going to look for it now . .. . 
b 

From: Murray, David (GOV) 
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 11:20 AM 
To: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: request for comment 

I've been going back and forth vvith Ron this morning, asking if every Facebook post is 

now considered news and whether he will actually include a definition of vvhat genocide 

is to people v1.rill know what he's actually accusing us of. He needs to start holding people 

accountable for their actions) rather than just cutting and pasting from Face book. 
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That said, here's my RPA response, trying to point out that this is a long-standing city 

problem, and \Ve are helping. I definitely don't want to go point for point with these 

guys. Think this works? 

It's unfortunate that the councilman used such inflammatory rhetoric. The governor 

believes Flint residents need and deserve safe, dean water. The state continues working 

vvith city leaders to help v\rith their water infrastructure challenges~ which ·vvere years in 

the making. That assistance includes $2 million in grants to help with leaks and other 

issues, which \vi11 allow the city to prioritize its repairs and help residents more quickly. 

From: Wurfel, Brad (DEQ) 
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 11:14 AM 
To: Murray, David (GOV) 
Subject: Re: request for comment 

Still working through the near-literacy of the post itself, and laughing too hard to be meaningfully 
offended by the myriad factual errors and brazen political grab. 

Notice the new media trend? Someone says something ridiculous, dumb or just inflammatory and it gets 
not only covered in the news pages but also the editorial department?? Ron is a good reporter who just 
sent you a note saying a group of journalism professionals met this morning and decided, consciously, to 
make news out of a flatly nutty Facebook post. 
That is how I quit laughing at this. 

Let me know if you need fact bullets or something. I'll do whatever you need done. 

Thanks, 
b 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Apr 6, 2015, at 9:50AM, Murray, David (GOV) <MurrayDl@rnichigan.gov> wrote: 

Hi Brad, 

.lust wanted you to see this, Incredible, I'll answer with our usual line about the state 

working with city leaders as the city vvorks through its infrastructure problems, 
mentioning the grant and other things vve've been doing. 

From: Ronald Fonger [mf!))tQ_:_RfQNG.E.Rl@mJ.lvo;;_,_Q::!JTI] 
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 9:22AM 
To: Murray, David (GOV) 
Subject: request for comment 

Hey Dave: 
Just came out of our morning meeting and we've decided to write about the most 
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recent Facebook comments of Flint Councilman Wantwaz Davis (who is also a candidate 
for mayor). 
The comments are similar to those made last month by the president of the Michigan 
chapter of Al Sharpton's National Action Network, who said Flint water is 
"almost as bad as gas chambers for .Jews." (We spoke out against those comments 
editorially after covering it as a news story) 
Here is Davis' unedited comment, which includes his contention that the 
governor and emergency manager are "creating an obvious genocide against the 
residents of Flint." 
Thanks, 

It has become apparent to me that the emergency manager and Governor Rick 
Snyder is creating an obvious genocide against the residents in Flint, Michigan, who 
are forced to drink the contaminated, unhealthy water, that is going to commit an 
imminent danger to the lives of those who have a compromised immune system, and 
infants who biologically doesn't have a fully developed immune system. When I 
become mayor, I will certainly make the governor and all who took part in continuing 
to have the residents in Flint, Michigan exposed to this injustice and inexcusable 
danger accountable; this cannot carry on without someone becoming accountable 
and or responsible; It is so unfair that people in the future may contract a disease 
that will carry through the duration of their lives. The emergency manager is choosing 
finances and fixture of infrastructure, i.e., old pipes that hasn't been worked on for the 
past 60 to 70 years over lives and welfare of innocent civilians. Someone has to be 
charged with this neglect and imposition of danger amongst a helpless people; all of 
this is the effects of bad leadership. I must reiterate and can never say it enough, 
when I become mayor, which will be the best leader and or Chief administrator the 
City Of Flint, Michigan has ever chose. I will fight hard, not only against the unjust 
conditions we have long suffered from, but will make someone accountable for this 
genocide and address these unfortunate conditions around the nation and beg for 
the assistance of the Department of Justice ( United States Attorney General's office) 
to do a through investigation, so in the end, if any one contracts a disease in the 
future, I would attempt to have them charged and brought to justice, including a civil 
suit, in the federal courts; someone has to be punished for the ills of the residents of 
Flint, Michigan. In conclusion, please vote August 4, 2015, for Wantwaz Davis for 
Mayor. Bad leadership and decision making has to come to an end at some point 
and time, and that will certainly be the day I am sworn in as your new mayor and 
Chief Administrator. This is a picture of reminder that in the past summer, I 
conducted 4 protest against the contaminated water and high water bills, I was telling 
people about the unhealthy water, before any notices came out to the public, 
attempting to keep these issues at the forefront, as mayor I will continue to fight even 
harder, these issues will not die until justice is brought to the people and someone is 
charged for this imminent genocide. 

Ron Fonger 
Mlive Media Group 
Heporter 

mob i I e [~~~~~~~~~~~c~~~~~] 
email rfongerl([nmlive.com 
address 540 S. Saginaw St. #101, Flint Ml 48502 
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