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From: Wourfel, Brad (DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 10:53 AM

To: Silfven, Ken (GOV);Wurfel, Sara (GOV) (Wurfels@michigan.gov);Murray, David (GOV)
Subject: FW: Flint Mayor request to Governor regarding Flint Water

Attachments: Flint Mayor Letter to Governor.pdf

Our chief put it very well below interms of DEQYs massage. Here's the play:

Flint did a lousy job communicating this to the public a1 the outset via the media.

The public is unsettied about the situation.

Flint announced a public mesting to talk about the situation.

Orthe day of the meeting, Flint Mavyor sends a letter to vou guys, essentially saying that because the of EM, thisis your
problem,

FHE in the blank for what the city tells the public at the meeting this evening.

Send catls here as you see fit, we'll handle it As for the letter, here it is.

From: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 10:26 AM

To: Busch, Stephen (DEQ); Prysby, Mike (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ)

Cc: Datema, Maggie (DEQ); Howes, Sarah (DEQ); Wurfel, Brad (DEQ); Sygo, Jim (DEQ)
Subject: RE: Flint Mayor request to Governor regarding Flint Water

in tight of the Mayor's letter, this could be quite uncomfortable for us tonight.

Our pasition has always been that we do not dictate which acceptable option{s} a water supply may choosa. Our
rasponsibility is 1o see that operations are managed properly, regulations are met, and safe water is delivered. For
sxamphe, when Hint decided to leave Detroit and operate using the Hiver, our raole wasn't to tell them our opinion; only
what stens would be necessary to make the switch,

MNow that there is a viclation of & drinking water standard, we have been treating Flint as we would any other supply. it
is up b thern to propose a solution/eorrective action. Our rale is 1o determine the reasonableness of that

proposal. One option available 1o them is to continue to use the river until the KWA source is available as long as they
implement operationat changes to mitigate the formation of DBPs, Ancther acceptable option s to return to Detroit
{GUAAY untl] the KA A source s available. And third option could certainly be returning to GLWA permaneantly,

The Mayor is saying that since there is an EM, the state {Governor} has responsibility for decisions being made {not our
posibion), Bowil be very important for DEQ staff to Hmit our discussion 1o our rode under the Safe Drinking Water

Act, Hopefully, the EM will be preparad to respond if and when the conversation veers off into this other arena.

Liane {. Shelrer Sroith, P, Chiet
Otffice of Donking Water and Municipal Assistance
bichigan Bepartraent of Environmental Quabty
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517-284-5543

From: Busch, Stephen (DEQ)

Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 8:41 AM

To: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ); Prysby, Mike (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ)
Cc: Datema, Maggie (DEQ); Howes, Sarah (DEQ)

Subject: Flint Mayor request to Governor regarding Flint Water

FYI. Please see the link below. The mayor of Flint has requested the state provide assistance through a number of
specific initiatives.

hitp:Awarw miive com/news/fint/index ssf2015/01 /fint mavor_asks governor for himi

As we are scheduled to participate in the meeting in Flint this evening please let me know if we need to further discuss
these requests.

Stephen Busch, P.E.

Lansing and Jackson District Supervisor

Office of Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance
MDEQ

517-643-2314



