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From: Wourfel, Brad (DEQ)

Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 10:32 AM
To: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ)

Subject: RE: Discontinuation of Service

Beyond Thunderdome!

From: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ)

Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 10:15 AM

To: Sygo, Jim (DEQ); Wurfel, Brad (DEQ); Datema, Maggie (DEQ); Howes, Sarah (DEQ)

Cc: Thelen, Mary Beth (DEQ); Shaler, Karen (DEQ); Feuerstein, Heather (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ); Bloemker, Jon

(DEQ)

Subject: FW: Discontinuation of Service
FYi - heads up.

Appears that Alpena and Alpena Township are involved in a dispule regarding water rates. Alpsna Township has not
been paying the full amount owed to the ity because they believe the rates are too high. | undersiand that the balance
owed has baen placed in an esorow acoourd.

The city is considering severing service to the township for lack of paymeani.

From: Bloemker, Jon (DEQ)

Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 9:33 AM
To: London, Bob (DEQ)

Cc: Shekter Smith, Liane (DEQ)

Subject: RE: Discontinuation of Service

Bk

Thare is nothing in Michigan 5afe Drinking Water Act granting the DEQ the authority to mandate the city
continue water sarvice to the township. However, a liberal reading of §325%.1015% (3) may be construed that the
department may issue an emergency order with or without hearing to protect public health, I the situation
degrades to the point where the city is about to turn the valve off to the township, the DEQ administration
and/or politicians want o employ this clause or other legal remedies to protect public health, For the most
part, the issues bebween the ity and township are contractual and political disputes, which are best handled by
the court system. A better solution would require both sides to be reasonable and reach a more eguable
tamporary and preferably a permanant solution,

Flease keep in mind the disputes bebween DWSD and the most of SE. Mickigan, Numerows threats were made
by both sides. One of the tools used was the capacity assessment requirements. Even with the Flint and
Genesee County dispute with DWSD, a temporary fiCwas reached bebtween the county and

Detroit. Unfortunately for the township, we would be asking them ahout their plans to provide a reliable source
of water to their customers under cur capacity development clauses,
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